Joshua 1-2 - Daily Study Questions – You’ve Been Served
The Big Idea: When God promises the victory we must simply ignore our fear and obey Him fully. 
	I. Instilling Confidence (1:1-9)
	Key Idea: We will have confidence when we focus on God’s command and promise rather than the difficulty of the problem. 

	1. Read Joshua 1:1-5. Who died (v1) and who took over for him (v1-2)? What did God tell him to do (v2) and what did He promise (v3-4, 5)? What were his qualifications (v1, 5)?
	Moses had just died so now it was time for his servant, Joshua, whom God had appointed, to take his place. His “job” was to take the Israelites across the Jordan and to take the land of the Canaanites, destroying them in the process. The reason for God’s destruction of Canaan was the depth of their sin, as it was in the days of Noah. They had hardened their hearts against the true God and were not only idolaters, but involved in gross immorality. They would not repent, and if left in the land they would lead Israel into the same idolatry and immorality. This is, in fact, what happened because Israel failed to completely wipe them out. God promised Joshua that He had given Israel all of their land from the wilderness in the south to Lebanon in the north, and from the Euphrates River in the east and westward to the Mediterranean Sea. He promised him further that no man would be able to stand before him all his life and that He would be with him just as He had been with Moses, never leaving or forsaking him. Joshua was qualified for this position because he had served Moses faithfully and because God would be with him. 

	2. From 1:6-9 what did God tell Joshua (v6, 7, 9)? Why do you think He repeated it twice? Why did he need courage (v6) and what was its basis (v9)? What else did God command and promise (v8)?
	God told Joshua to be strong and very courageous because he was to give Israel possession of the land. His leadership, therefore, would be instrumental in the conquest of Canaan. He also told him to be strong and very courageous as he was careful to do according to all the law which Moses, God’s servant, had commanded him. He was not to turn aside to the right or the left so that he would have success wherever he went. He also told him to not let the “book of the Law” depart from his mouth, but to meditate on it continually so that he could be careful to follow it completely. Meditation is the action of thinking deeply and specifically about God’s word with the intent to apply it to our lives. He reiterated that this would make his way prosperous and give him success. Finally, he told him that since He had commanded him to do this that he was to be strong and courageous; he was not to tremble or be dismayed for the Lord his God would be with him wherever he went. God gave Joshua the command to be strong and courageous three times to emphasize that even though fears would start to arise internally he was to ignore them and focus instead on the command and promise of God. This is true for us; we all “feel” fear, but we always make a choice, conscious or otherwise, to give in to the fear or to follow God’s command with faith in His promise. When we obey His commands, ignoring the fleshly fears, we will be prosperous and successful. 

	II. Implementing God’s Command (1:10-18)
	Key Idea: To experience God’s success we must actively obey His commands. 

	3. In 1:10-16 how did Joshua respond (v10) and what did he tell the officers (v11)? What other group did he address (v12) and what did he tell them (v13-15)? What did he promise (v16)?
	Joshua immediately obeyed; he commanded the officers of the people to pass through the camp and command the people to prepare to enter Canaan. They were to gather their provisions so that in three days they could cross the Jordan River, and then go in to possess the land which the Lord their God was giving them. Then, Joshua addressed the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh (the other half of the tribe of Joseph was Ephraim), the two and a half tribes who had been given land on the eastern side of the Jordan. When Moses had granted their request to settle there after the defeats of Sihon and Og he commanded them to go into Canaan and fight with their brothers until they possessed the land. Joshua reminded them of this promise/command from the Lord. They were to let their wives, children, cattle, and possessions remain east of the Jordan, but they were to cross before their brothers in battle array with all their valiant warriors and help them possess the land. Then, he said that they could return to their own land east of the Jordan. 

	4. Looking at Joshua 1:16-18 how did the 2 1/2 tribes answer Joshua (v16-17) and what did they tell him (v17-18)? How do you think Joshua felt about this?
	The tribes answered Joshua that they would obey all he had commanded them. Furthermore, they affirmed that just as they had obeyed Moses in all things, they would obey him. They also blessed him by asking that God would be with him just as He had been with Moses, and they called for anyone who rebelled against his command, disobeying any of his words, to be put to death. However, they, like God, told him to be strong and courageous because it is vital that the leader be courageous. When Joshua heard this he had to be inspired and confident as he began his leadership of Israel. 

	III. Independent Confirmation  (2:1-24)
	Key Idea: If we are sensitive to God’s activity and message He will provide evidence that He will fulfill His Word. 

	5. In 2:1-7 what did Joshua order and why (v1)? Where did they stay and why did this make sense (v1)? What occurred (v2-3) and how was it handled (v4-7)?
	Joshua ordered two of his men to go into Canaan as spies and view the land, especially Jericho. When they arrived they stayed in the house of Rahab, one of the local prostitutes. This was a logical place to stay since any man would be welcome there and would normally be inconspicuous. However the king of Jericho heard that men from the sons of Israel had come that night to search out the land and sent to Rahab to tell her to bring them out to him. She covered for them, though, saying that they had indeed come to her, but she didn’t know where they were from and that they had left her house just before the city gate was shut at dark. She also told them that she didn’t know where they were going but that they should pursue them quickly and they would be able to overtake them. The truth, though, is that she had hidden the two spies on her roof among stalks of flax. Once the men from the king had left and the gate was shut, she went up to talk to them. 

	6. According to 2:8-11 what was Rahab’s reason for hiding the men (v8-9, 10)? How would you describe what she believed about God (v9, 11)? Why was this true faith?
	Rahab told the men the reason that she had hidden them. She knew that the LORD (Yahweh) had given them their land and that because of this His terror had fallen on them. All the inhabitants of the land had melted away [in fear] before them because of this. They had heard of what God had done through Israel as He dried up the Red Sea so they could cross (forty years before) and how they had utterly destroyed the two Amorite nations beyond the Jordan that were ruled by Sihon and Og (just recently). This caused their hearts to melt and no courage remained in any man as a result. She knew that the LORD, the God of the Israelites, was the God in heaven and on earth. She had looked at what had happened, attributed it to Yahweh, Israel’s God, and then decided to side with the true God. This depicts true faith – believing the facts so deeply that you rest your life and future upon them. Because she knew that Yahweh had done this she decided to entrust her life to Him and Israel, His followers, renouncing the gods of Jericho and the Canaanites. True faith always actively relies on God and renounces the prior false gods. 

	7. From 2:12-14 what did Rahab request (v12-13) and why (v12)? How did the men respond (v14)?
	Because of her faith Rahab requested from the spies that Israel would spare the lives of her father’s household – father, mother, brothers, sisters and all others associated with them, and would give her a pledge of truth to confirm this. She based this on the fact that she had dealt kindly with them. The men agreed to this, that their lives would stand in pledge for hers if she did not tell their business to anyone. They promised to deal kindly and faithfully with her when the LORD gave them her land. 

	8. Based on 2:15-18 how did Rahab help them (v15-16)? What condition did they give to her for “salvation” (v17-18) and why is this significant?
	After the pledge had been made Rahab let the men down by a rope through the window because her house was on a city wall. She told them to go to the hill country so that the pursuers would not happen upon them and to hide there for three days. Then they could go back to their camp. The men told her that they would be free from the oath they had made to her if she did not tie a cord of scarlet in her window when they returned. This was significant because red has always represented blood in the Bible; this shows that unless Rahab was “covered by the blood” she would not be saved. Ultimately this pointed to the blood of Jesus that was shed for the sin of all who would believe in Him. 

	9. Read 2:19-21. What other stipulations did they give Rahab (v19, 20) and how did she respond (v21)? What else did she do (v21)? What principle can we draw from 2:19?
	Rahab was also to gather all of her father’s household into her house; if any were outside when the Israelites conquered Jericho their blood would be on their own head. They then reiterated that if she told anyone about their business they would be free from the oath. Rahab agreed to both of these stipulations and when they departed she tied the scarlet cord in the window. Her faith was seen by her actions; in the same way we must allow the blood of Jesus to cleanse our sin by placing our faith in Him. The principle of 2:19 is similar to that of Noah’s ark: only those inside the house (or ark) would be saved; our only safety is in God’s way of salvation – not our own. We are either “in” or we’re “out” – there’s no middle ground. 

	10. Using 2:22-24 what did the men do (v22-23)? What effect did this have on Joshua (v24) and what does this show about how the Lord encourages us?
	The men did as Rahab had directed – they went to the hill country, stayed there three days until after their pursuers had gone back to Jericho, and then they went back to the camp to report to Joshua. The told him all that had happened to them and told Joshua that the LORD had surely given the land into their hands and that the inhabitants of the land had melted away before them. This must have encouraged Joshua greatly, especially in light of the report thirty-eight years before when he and Caleb and ten others had gone into the land. Joshua and Caleb had seen how difficult it would be then, but believed that He would give the land to them, in contrast to the other ten who had no faith. Now God had vindicated the faith of Joshua and Caleb. They were now ready to take the land. This is what God always does for us; when He has a job for us to do He will give us the necessary evidence for an attitude of faith if we will be sensitive to His activity and message. 

	11 Looking back on Joshua 1-2 what was God’s part in fulfilling His promise (1:1-7; 2:1-13, 24) and man’s part (1:8-9, 10-11, 12-18; 2:14, 17-24)? How can we apply this to the potential God offers and the fears we face?
	God’s part in fulfilling His promise was to encourage Joshua, both through His command to observe all that was in the law of Moses and through His promise. He promised to be with Joshua as He had been with Moses. He then led the people to obey him and the two and a half tribes to reinforce their intention to participate fully in the war effort. He then led them to the house of Rahab who had become a believer in Yahweh (the LORD) and who also reported that all of her people were in dread of the sons of Israel. She also protected the spies, another evidence of God’s preparation of the way before them. Man’s part in all of this was to listen to God – meditating on His law and words – and then to obey it immediately and fully. Also, Joshua was to be strong and courageous, ignoring the natural fear of the enemy, and trusting in God instead. Also, they had to actively obey by engaging in preparations for the conquest – gathering provisions, spying out the land, and promising to spare Rahab and her family when they conquered Jericho. Rahab’s part was to protect the spies, give her testimony, tie a scarlet cord in the window, and to instruct her family to stay inside. This all shows us that even though we may have natural fear we must receive God’s promises by faith and then act on them in spite of our natural fear. Then, God will give the promised victory.


