Lesson Notes - Daniel 1-2 – No Fear
The Big Idea: God will bless us and glorify Himself when we trust Him and stand faithfully for Him. 
	I. A Courageous Decision (1:1-21)
	Key Idea: We must faithfully stand for our convictions and trust God with the outcome. 

	1. Read Dan 1:1-7. What “treasures” were taken to Babylon (v1-2, 3)? Describe the youth (v4, 6-7) and how they were trained (v4-5). 
	In 605BC the Babylonians made their first raid on Jerusalem and took back with them some of the vessels of the Temple, along with some of the royal family and choice young men (nobles). These were young men in who was seemingly no defect – they were good-looking, intelligent, educated, and well-mannered, able to serve in the king’s court. It was ordered that they be trained in the literature and language of the Chaldeans (Babylonian culture). They were also to eat daily of the king’s choice food and wine for the three years they were in training. At the end of that time they would enter into the king’s personal service. Apply: This story shows the value of excellence in getting an audience for the gospel. Just like Daniel and his friends, when we “have something to offer” in the eyes of the world we can utilize that value for the sake of the Lord. Christians should excel in whatever area they engage, whether it be business, education, athletics, art, etc; then, when they tell their story it will at least be heard with a measure of respect. Furthermore, this story shows that getting the world’s training isn’t necessarily a bad thing, as long as we don’t succumb to the worldly temptations that often associated with it. 

	2. Look at 1:8-16. What was Daniel’s decision (v8) and his approach (v11-13)? What was the initial reaction (v10) and final outcome (v14-15)? Why (v9)? 
	Daniel made up his mind (literally, “set upon his heart”) that would he would not defile himself with the king’s food or wine. This doesn’t necessarily mean that he decided he would not eat it even if it cost him his life - but probably he had considered that as a possibility. He was taking it a step at a time, so he asked (didn’t demand) his supervisor to not eat of that food. The commander’s initial reaction was fear that his head would be removed if they didn’t look as good as the rest of the young men. Daniel proposed that he test it for only ten days and then deal with them according to what he saw. The final outcome was that they looked better and fatter than the others who were eating the king’s food and drinking his wine. The reason for this is that God granted them favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials and He blessed their diet that honored Him. Apply: Whether people think we are right or not, at least they respect us for standing for our convictions. Furthermore, it is not necessary, as in Daniel’s example, to be obnoxious about our convictions. We can be respectful about asking permission before we become firm in our refusal; then, when God does bless us for our stand we have damaged the relationship. The other important thing to remember is that God may not choose to spare us or give us victory in the eyes of the world; they may think us foolish when things turn out like that, but God is the only audience before whom we “perform”.  

	3. From 1:17-21 how else did God bless them (v17, 18-20, 21)? How is this story a good example for us of how to act in an unchristian world? 
	God also blessed these four with knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom, and Daniel even understood visions and dreams. When all of the youth were presented at the end of three years Daniel and his friends were the most impressive to the king after he talked with them. Their wisdom and understanding was ten times better (hyperbole) than all the magicians and conjurers who were in the king’s realm. As a result Daniel remained in the king’s service (serving three different kings) until the first year of Cyrus, some seventy years later. This story is a good example for us today for several reasons. First, Daniel didn’t compromise his convictions, but also didn’t have to be hostile in doing so. He simply trusted God and was blessed for it. Also, Daniel and his friends were excellent at what they did – they didn’t slack off learning the Babylonian culture even though it was probably repugnant to them as Jews. We should do the same – we should achieve excellence in all we do, even in the areas that aren’t specifically Christian. We must never compromise our convictions, but we should be above reproach when it comes to quality, diligence and integrity. This will make a favorable impression for Christ when we do, even if they don’t agree with our beliefs. Apply: This application goes along with the previous ones – when we walk in faith, upholding our convictions, God will bless us. That doesn’t mean we can be “slackers” though, just letting Him take care of us. He works through our responsible actions and doesn’t enable irresponsibility. 

	II. A Contrasting Approach (2:1-24)
	Key Idea: When we trust God we can calmly turn to Him in times of crisis. 

	4. Using Daniel 2:1-3 what was Nebuchadnezzar’s problem (v1, 3)? What difficult thing did he demand (v2)? 
	Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that troubled him and kept him awake; as a result he was anxious (he was stirred up on the inside) to understand the dream. Apparently he didn’t trust the wise men of Babylon (the Chaldeans were a special “wise men” class) so he demanded that they not only interpret the dream, but discover the content of it. Apply: People of the world don’t really trust each other because they know how they are on the inside. This provides a great opportunity for integrity to shine through when we exhibit it as Christians. 

	5. In 2:4-13 how did the Babylonian wise men respond (v4, 7, 10) and how did the king react each time (v5-6, 8-9, 12-13)? 
	These Chaldeans twice asked the king to reveal his dream so they could interpret it. Each time the king firmly told them that if they didn’t discover and interpret his dream without his help that they would be severely punished; the first time he said he would tear them limb from limb and make their houses into a garbage heap. The second time he told them that he knew they were simply bargaining for time and lying to him, and if they didn’t they would suffer the aforementioned consequences. On the other hand he told them that if they did what he commanded that they would receive gifts, a reward, and great honor. After the second response from the king these “wise men” said that there was not a man on earth who could do what he asked, and furthermore that no great king had ever asked such a thing from his magicians, conjurers, or Chaldeans. They said that they only ones who could do such a thing were the gods, and not men. When he heard this the king became furious and ordered that all the wise men in Babylon be killed, which included Daniel and his friends. Apply: When faced with an impossible demand people typically react with negotiation or panic. Those who make these demands are often irrational, but if they hold the power they will stick with their demands, hoping that something good will come of their power play. We are naïve to think that people will always behave logically or rationally. Rather than letting this upset us, though, it can be used to bring glory to God, as in this instance.  

	6. Looking at 2:14-18 how did Daniel respond when he heard of the king’s decree (v14-15, 16) and what was his approach to a solution (v17-18)? Why was this good? 
	Daniel’s response was much different than the Chaldeans; he asked what had occurred, then requested to speak to the king. He then asked that the king give him some time so that he could explain the dream and its interpretation to him. Interestingly, although the king had run out of time with the other wise men, he granted Daniel’s request. Daniel’s approach was to gather his friends together to seek God’s help on the matter. They asked for God’s compassion so that he and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men. Two things are good about this; first, that he sought God, and secondly, that he didn’t try to do it alone. Apply: There is no need to get upset when faced with an “impossible” situation. God is able, if He is willing, to solve any problem. These types of situations provide us an opportunity to trust Him and to bring glory to Him when He answers. It is good, though, to make this a community effort – then God gets even greater glory. 

	7. According to 2:19-24 how did Daniel bless God for his answer (v20, 21, 22, 23)? How was he a blessing to everyone else (v24)? 
	Daniel “blessed” God (the word means to enrich, not necessarily in the sense of adding to, but in the sense of doing something pleasing) by asking that His name be blessed forever and ever because wisdom and power belong to Him. Daniel acknowledged that He was the One who changed times and era, who removes kings and established them, who gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding. He is the only One who can reveal the profound (deep things, deep mysteries) and hidden things, knows what’s in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him. In short God is sovereign over all and He alone knows everything. Daniel himself was a blessing to everyone else because of his relationship with God – he knew Him intimately, sought Him diligently, and thus received the answer from God that saved all the wise men. Apply: When God answers us it should make us want to stop and give Him praise and honor. It is good to speak these things out loud, both because He is deserving of it and because it imprints on our minds that He is the One who did it. 

	III. A Convincing Result (2:25-49)
	Key Idea: When we trust in God He will bring Himself glory and bless us. 

	8. From 2:25-30 how did Daniel direct glory to God (v25-28)? How would you describe his attitude in the presence of the king (v29-30)? Why do you think he was this way? 
	Daniel did not allow the king to give him credit for the revelation and interpretation of his dream. In fact he told him that no man could declare this to the king, but his God in heaven was the One who reveals mysteries, and He was the One who had made known the dream and its interpretation to Daniel. His attitude in the king’s presence was that of confidence (God had given him the answer) and of humility – God had not revealed this to Daniel because he was wise but because He wanted Nebuchadnezzar to know the meaning of the dream. Daniel was this way because his focus was on God and His glory – that’s all he cared about. Apply: We often have the opportunity to take credit for something good God did (or will do) through us, or to give Him the credit. It should be second nature for us to give Him the credit for every good thing that happens in our lives. Daniel depended completely on God; therefore, when given credit for something, he automatically knew that God deserved the accolades. 

	9. Using 2:31-35 describe the various elements of the statue that the king saw in his dream (v31, 32, 33, 34-35).
	The statue was a single great statue of extraordinary splendor – it had an awesome appearance. 1) Its head was made of fine gold, 2) its breast and arms of silver, 3) its belly and thighs of bronze, 4) its legs of iron, and 5) its feet part iron and part clay. The dream ended as 5) a stone cut without hands struck the feet of the statue and crushed them – and the entire statue was crushed at the same time and the wind carried all the dust away. 6) The stone, however, became a large mountain that filled the whole earth. Apply: The kingdoms of the world are really one kingdom in different phases; they are all headed up by those seeking independence from God and power over everyone. The world’s kingdom is always in opposition to and independent from the kingdom of God. This kingdom is also awesome and beyond the control of ordinary human beings. It is, however, no match for God’s kingdom which will be ruled over by Christ. His kingdom will not be an extension of the world’s kingdom – it will crush this kingdom and subdue the entire earth. Many today try to unite the two kingdoms politically, in America for example. This will never work because they are two entirely different entities.   

	10. Looking at 2:36-43 what would the first 3 kingdoms that the statue represented be like (v36-38, 39)? What about the fourth (v40-43)?  
	The first kingdom, that of Babylon, would be a worldwide kingdom of power, strength and glory; a second would overtake it that was inferior to Babylon (Medo-Persia), and then another of bronze would rule over all the earth. There was nothing especially unique for these three kingdoms except that one would follow another. The fourth human kingdom was that of Rome; it would be like iron in that it shattered and crushed everything in its path. The final human kingdom was similar to Rome – it had iron mixed with clay, meaning it would be a divided kingdom, strong as iron, but brittle as clay and thus easily destroyed. The amazing thing about this prophecy is that it was given around 600BC, but the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th empire existed from approximately 450BC to 500AD. Rome was not even a political entity of any sort at the time of Daniel’s prophecy, and Greece was barely on the horizon. This is such an astounding prophecy that critics of the Bible have tried to say it was given after the fact and placed into Daniel’s prophecy falsely. In other words, his prophecy occurred exactly as spoken. All of this means that there will be a Roman empire that is a coalition of states sometime after this 4th (Roman) kingdom, which is the kingdom of the Anti-Christ according to pre-millennial scholars that occurs in the time of the seven year tribulation. Apply: Fulfilled prophecy is some of the most irrefutable evidence for the Christian faith. This chapter, coupled with Daniel 7, provides compelling evidence for the divine authority of the Bible.  Another application here is that no matter how great a kingdom looks (for example, the USA) it will not last forever – each kingdom is destined to fail because it is not God’s kingdom. 

	11. Based on 2:44-45 what would the final kingdom of stone be like (v44) and what would it do to the others (v44)? When would this happen (v45)? 
	The final kingdom of stone would be indestructible and unending; it would crush the other kingdoms and be set up by the great God of Heaven Himself. It would also be a kingdom set up in the future, rather than during the era in which Nebuchadnezzar lived. Apply: God’s kingdom is the only one that will endure, and His kingdom is actually in the process of being built right now – inside of us. One day, though, His spiritual kingdom will become His physical kingdom here on earth, and every human kingdom will disintegrate before it. It only makes sense to become a subject of the King now. 

	12. In 2:46-49 how did Nebuchadnezzar respond to Daniel (v46, 48) and his God (v47)? How did Daniel pass the blessing on (v49)? 
	When the king heard the dream and its interpretation it rang true to him, so he fell on his face and did homage to Daniel. He gave orders to present to him and offering and fragrant incense. He promoted him, gave a lot of gifts, and made him ruler over the province of Babylon (like Washington D.C.) and chief prefect (ruler) over all the wise men of Babylon. Daniel, in turn, asked that Nebuchadnezzar appoint his three friends to help him administrate the province of Babylon while Daniel was serving in the king’s court. The ultimate blessing was the king’s acknowledgment that Daniel’s God was over all gods, a Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries. This is what should happen in the world today; Christians should behave in such a way that God receives the ultimate glory. Apply: When God’s people allow themselves to be used by Him an opportunity is provided for Him to receive glory. Even “pagans” will admit that something unique happened when God works in such unmistakable ways. The point if for us, like Daniel, to be willing to put ourselves on the line for Him. 


