Study Questions for Joshua 9-12 – Who Are Those Guys?
The Big Idea: No enemy is a match for God’s people when they demonstrate their faith in Him through complete obedience.  
	I. Relying on Sight (9:1-27)
	Key Idea: Since we will be easily deceived when we rely on human perception and wisdom, we must rely on the Lord. 

	1. Read Joshua 9:1-6. What was the first reaction to Israel’s victories (v1-2)? What was the second approach (v6), who did it (v3) and how did they do it (v4-6)? 
	All the kings on the western side of the Jordan heard what had happened at Jericho and Ai, so they gathered with one accord to fight with Joshua and Israel. The second approach of the Gibeonites and those aligned with them was less direct. They deceitfully went to Joshua with the appearance of living a great distance away. They took worn out sacks and wineskins on their donkeys, had worn out sandals and clothes on themselves, and carried bread that was dry and crumbly. They told them that they had come from a country far away and not in the land, so they asked that Israel make a covenant with them. Joshua would not have agreed to this if they had lived in the land because God had told Israel to kill all the inhabitants that lived there. 

	2. In 9:7-15 what was Israel’s initial reaction (v7) and their answers (v8-10, 11-13)? How did Israel react to this (v14) and what was the result (v15)? What really caused this problem (v14)? Apply. 
	The men of Israel initially said that they might actually be living in the land and were just lying, so they couldn’t make a covenant with them. Joshua then asked them who they were and where they were from and they repeated that they had come from a distant land and heard of the LORD their God. They had heard of what He did to the Egyptians, and to the kingdoms of Sihon and Og, that were on the eastern side of the Jordan. They continued their deception by saying that their elders had instructed them to take provisions and go to Israel to tell them that they would be their servants and enter into a peaceful covenant with them. They then said their bread had been warm when they started out, but now it was dry and crumbled, their wineskins had been new, but now were torn, and their clothes and sandals were worn out from the long journey. The men of Israel then took some of their provisions to consider the truthfulness of their story, but did not ask for the counsel of the LORD. Because they failed to do this Joshua errantly believed them and, entering into a covenant with them, let them live, with the leaders swearing an oath to them. 

	3. From 9:16-27 what did Israel discover (v16) and what did they do about it (v17-18)? What did this cause (v18-19, 20) and what was the result (v21-23, 26-27)? How did Gibeon feel about this (v24-25)? 
	Israel heard at the end of three days that Gibeon was their neighbor who lived within the land. They went to check this out and confirmed that they, along with three other cities, did indeed live in the land. They did not kill them because of their oath, although the whole congregation grumbled at them. The leaders rightfully told them that they could not touch them because of their oath because that would invite greater wrath upon them. So, they let them live, but assigned to them the work of cutting wood and drawing water (some of them actually did this in the days of Nehemiah). They were fine with this decision because of their fear of the LORD who had commanded Moses to destroy all the inhabitants of the land. They were willing for Joshua to do whatever he thought was right by them, so he made them woodcutters and drawers of water for the congregation and altar of the LORD to that day in whatever place He would choose. 

	II. Receiving God’s Help                  (10:1-11:15)
	Key Idea: Since God will fight for us it only makes sense to thoroughly defeat the enemy. 

	4. Looking at Joshua 10:1-15 who was the next king to be faced (v1), how did he react (v2, 3-5), and why (v2)? How did this affect Israel (v6-7) and how did God respond (v8, 9-10, 11, 12-15)? 
	Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard that Joshua had captured Ai, and utterly destroyed it as he had Jericho, and that Gibeon had made peace with them. This caused great fear because Gibeon was a significant city, greater than Ai, and its men were mighty. So, he sent word to the kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon to come help him attack Gibeon because it had made peace with Israel. When they went up against Gibeon the Gibeonites enlisted Israel’s help, based on their covenant with them. Joshua responded with integrity, although they wouldn’t have had to do this if they consulted God so they would be deceived. As they came to their aid the Lord told Joshua to not fear these kings because He had given them into his hands; not one of them would be able to stand before them. So, Israel marched all night from Gilgal and then the Lord confounded the kings before Israel and they inflicted a great slaughter on them. As they fled before them the Lord threw great hailstones on them so that more died from the hail than from the battle itself. In addition Joshua prayed to the Lord that the sun and moon would stand still so they could finish the battle, and the Lord caused that to happen. In summary the Lord fought for Israel, confounding the armies, dropping large hailstones, and stopping the sun for a day until all the enemies were dead. This was a great victory caused by the Lord, although it was necessary because of the alliance with Gibeon that had occurred because Israel had not sought the Lord. When we do things on our own we get into situations at times from which only the Lord can deliver us. 

	5. Based on 10:16-28 what did Joshua command about the kings (v16-18) and why (v19)? What resulted (v20-21, 28), what did they do to the kings (v26-27), and why (v22-25)? Apply. 
	The five kings of the battle had hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah. When Joshua heard of it he told his men to roll large stones against the mouth of the cave and assign men to guard the entrance so they couldn’t escape. He then told the rest of the army to attack their armies before they could get back to their cities because the Lord had delivered them into their hands. They did this, destroying them until the remaining survivors got back to the cities. Then, all the people returned to the camp at Makkedah in peace. At this point Joshua ordered them to open the mouth of the cave and bring to him the five kings. He then told the men of war to put their feet on the necks of these kings, and commanded them to not be afraid or dismayed. They were to be strong and courageous because the Lord was going to do this to all the enemies they would fight in the land. Then Joshua killed them and hung them on five trees until evening. At sunset he took them down, threw them into the cave and placed large stones over its mouth, which were there until that day when Joshua was written. Joshua then captured Makkedah that day and completely destroyed its king and people, just as he had done at Jericho. This story teaches us to deal decisively with our enemies, leaving them no foothold in our lives. We are to have confidence in the Lord as we do this rather than fearing the enemy. 

	6. From 10:29-43 list the conquests and results (v29-30, 31-32, 33, 34-35, 36-37, 38-39). Summarize what Israel had done in the “southern campaign” (v40-41, 43) and why (v42). 
	After this Israel went to Libnah, leaving no survivors, then to Lachish. They camped against Lachish and on the second day destroyed everyone as they had at Libnah. When Horam, king of Gezer, came to help Lachish Israel defeated him and his people, leaving no survivors. They went to Eglon next, capturing and destroying it the same day, then went to Hebron, completely destroying it as well. Finally, they went to Debir and did the same to it, concluding the campaign in southern Palestine. In summary they had struck all the land in the south – the hill country, the Negev, the lowland and the slopes with their kings and had completely destroyed them all. The reason they were able to capture all these kings in one campaign was that the Lord, the God of Israel, fought for them. Once completed all Israel returned to camp at Gilgal. 

	7. According to 11:1-9 what did Israel face next (v1-3, 5) and how big was the threat (v4)? What did God tell Joshua (v6) and what happened (v7-9)? How was Joshua’s example good (v9)? 
	Jabin, king of Hazor, heard of Israel’s conquests in the south and sent to the kings of Madon, Shimron and Achshaph, kings who were to the north of the hill country, in the Arabah, and to the Canaanite kings on the east and west, to the Amorite, Hittite, Perizzite and Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hivite at the foot of Hermon in Mizpeh, to gather against Israel. When they did they and their armies were as vast as the sand of the seashore and had very many horses and chariots. They all came to the waters of Merom, north of the Sea of Chenneroth (Galilee), in northern Palestine to fight against Israel. As Joshua considered this the Lord told him not to be afraid because at that time on the next day He would deliver all of them killed before Israel, and Israel would hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire. So, Joshua marched to the waters of Merom and suddenly came upon them and attacked them. The Lord delivered them into Israel’s hands and they pursued them as far as the Great Sidon, Misrephoth-maim, and the valley of Mizpeh to the east and killed them until there was no survivor left. He then hamstrung the horses and burned the chariots as God had instructed him, setting, as always, a good example of obedience. 

	8. In 11:10-15 what was Israel’s next step (v10, 12) and why (v11)? Describe the outcome of these battles (v12, 14) and the reason Israel was so thorough (v15). 
	Israel then turned back and captured the cities of these kings, striking the king and people in Hazor especially since it was the head of these kingdoms of the north. The left no one breathing, although they were able to keep the spoils of war. The only city they burned was Hazor, but they destroyed everyone in them just as Moses had commanded (Num 33:50-52) – they left nothing undone that the Lord had commanded Moses. 

	III. Reviewing God’s Faithfulness (11:16-12:23)
	Key Idea: When we look back on what God has accomplished His faithfulness is overwhelming. 

	9. Using 11:16-23 summarize the conquest of Canaan (v16-17, 18, 19) and why it happened as it did (v20)? Who else was destroyed (v21-22)? What was the final result (v23)? 
	God had given Israel victory over central, southern and northern Palestine, just as He had promised. All of the kings had been captured and put to death and all the inhabitants destroyed except the Gibeonites who had deceived them. They had fought a “long time” (v18), for seven years, because God had hardened the hearts of the Canaanites so that Israel would destroy them in battle. They were to receive no mercy because God’s justice had fallen on them. In addition all the Anakim (the giants) had been killed in the hill country, the very ones of whom the first spies had been afraid, causing them to forfeit their right to enter the land of Canaan. Some of the Anakim did remain in the cities that would become known as Philistia (this is where Goliath came from), but they were all killed in Israel. Thus, the whole land had taken by Joshua, although there were pockets of resistance all over the land, so that it could be divided among the tribes for their inheritance. The land then had rest from war. 

	10. Scan 12:1-23. What kings east of the Jordan had been defeated (v1-5) and who received the land (v6)? Summarize the results west of the Jordan (v7-8) and the kings defeated in the central (v9), southern (v10-16) and northern (v17-24) regions. How many were there (v24)?
	Sihon, king of the Amorites in Heshbon, and Og, king of the Amorites in Bashan, had been defeated by Israel under Moses’ leadership and their land had been given to Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh. They had agreed to fight for their brothers on the western side of the Jordan, which they had done, so now they would be able to return home to take possession of their land. To the west Israel had also taken control of all the land, from Lebanon to the hill country, lowland, Ararah, slopes and Negev in the south. The kings of Jericho and Ai had been defeated in central Palestine, and the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, Eglon, Gezer, Debir, Geder, Hormah, Arad, Libnah, Adullam, Makkedah, and Bethel in the south, although many had not been recounted in the recorded battles in Joshua. In the north the kings of Tappuah, Hepher, Aphek, Lasharon, Madon, Hazor, Shimron-meron, Achshaph, Taanach, Megiddo, Kedesh, Jokneam, Dor, Goiim and Tirzah in the north. In all 31 kings had been defeated, an incredible accomplishment over a seven year period (on the western side of the Jordan). 

	11 Summarize the conquest of Canaan—who they did defeat, who they did not defeat and why, and how thoroughly they defeated them. What was God’s twofold purpose in this (11:20, 23)? 
	Israel, by the Lord, defeated all the major kings and cities in Canaan except for Gibeon, who had deceived them. They had utterly destroyed all of them, had burned some of the cities to the ground and had taken all the spoil of the cities that weren’t burned. They had done this in obedience to the Lord’s command to Moses; which had two purposes. First, the Lord had commanded it to secure Israel’s inheritance and secondly, He had determined to carry out His judgment on the Canaanites. This is a remarkable story of God’s faithfulness and awesome power, as well as a testimony to the wisdom of Israel’s complete obedience. When God’s people obey He does mighty things. 


