Study Questions for Matthew 9:35-11:1; Mark 6:6-34; Lk 9:6-11 – Team Jesus
The Big Idea: Jesus is building His kingdom through His team of disciples as they minister to others in His name. 
	I. Responsibilities of Discipleship (Matt 9:35-10:15)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ followers are to lead others to Him through the ministry of the Word and compassionate actions. 

	1. Using Matt 9:35-38 what was Jesus’ ongoing ministry (v35)? Why did this stir up compassion in Him (v36, 37) and what was His solution (v38)? 
	Jesus continued to go about all the cities and villages, teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming the gospel (good news) of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease (illness) and sickness (literally, “softness”, so the idea is that which makes one weak). As He looked over the multitudes, milling about and hungry for a word, He felt compassion for them. Their lack of spiritual shepherds, which the leaders of Israel were supposed to be for them, left them vulnerable. He realized that they were harassed and cast down like defenseless sheep exposed to the wolves. So, He told His disciples that the harvest was indeed plentiful – many were ripe for life in the kingdom – but the laborers for the harvest were relatively few. His solution was to pray for the Lord to send out workers into His harvest. Obviously Jesus could have miraculously met all the needs of the multitudes but His plan was to do this through His disciples. 

	2. Read Matt 10:1-8. What did Jesus authorize His disciples to do (v1-4) and where were they to do it (v5-6)? What else were they to do (v7-8) and why (v8)?
	Jesus summoned (called to Himself) His twelve disciples – literally, learners – and gave them His authority to 1) cast out unclean spirits (demons) and 2) heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. After calling them to Himself, He then sent them out – “apostles” means “ones sent forth”. He instructed them to not go to the Gentiles or Samaritans (it was alright if they encountered them on the way), but to go to the lost sheep of Israel. As they went they were to preach “the kingdom of heaven is at hand”, a long-awaited and radical message. This was the same message that both John the Baptist and Jesus had preached. They were to also heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out demons. They were to also give freely of themselves and their resources because they themselves had freely received from the Lord. 

	3. From 10:9-15 how were the disciples to live on a day-to-day basis (v9-10, 11-13)? How were they to handle rejection (v14) and what would happen to those who rejected them (v15)? 
	The disciples were not to focus on provisions – money, clothes, or shelter – although it was acceptable to receive whatever people wanted to give them. In fact they were to inquire who was worthy in any town they entered and ask to stay with them. The host would be blessed with “peace” if they allowed them to stay, but if the disciples were rejected they were to take back their blessing of peace and shake the dust off their feet, a symbolic gesture that they would have no further dealings with them. That city would be under greater judgment than even Sodom and Gomorrah. The disciples were not to charge for their ministry because it would have clouded the witness to Jesus that their miracles would offer. Jesus does not command us to live in the same way – see 2 Thes 3:7-10; these were special instructions to Jesus’ disciples. Some today may have this calling on their lives, too, but in general this is not the way Jesus expects His followers to live. We are to work to provide for our needs and minister as we do. 

	II. Rejection in Discipleship         (Matt 10:16-42)
	Key Idea: Even though Jesus’ followers will be rejected they must still endure to the end because they are on the winning side. 

	4. In Matt 10:16-33 of what did Jesus warn His disciples (v17-18, 21-22, 24-25)? What principles did Jesus give them to deal with this (v16, 19-20, 22-23, 26, 27, 28-31, 32-33)? 
	Jesus warned His disciples of the “wolves” that would be attempting to prey on them – spiritual enemies, many of which would be the Jewish leaders. He also warned them of governmental opposition, of family members that would turn on them, of being hated by all on account of their stand for Jesus, leading to persecution, and of the accusation of those who would attribute their power to Satan as they had Jesus’. Jesus told them to be “shrewd as serpents, but innocent as doves”, meaning to not fall prey to traps set by the enemy, but rather be constantly on the alert. He also told them to not become anxious about what they would say in front of officials because the Holy Spirit would give them the right words and would speak through them. He also told them that enduring this persecution was vital because only those who endured to the end would be saved. Part of this would be fleeing from persecution when possible because their flight would take them to another location that needed to hear the gospel, and they would finish going through all the cities of Israel before the Son of Man came. Even though they fled persecution they were not to fear their persecutors because they would be exposed at the judgment for who they really were. They were to continue telling others what God told them and live with the awareness that their Father was taking care of them. They were to confess Jesus before men, knowing that Jesus would then confess them before the Father. 

	5. According to Matt 10:34-39 what did Jesus come to do (v34-36)? How are followers of Jesus supposed to respond to this (v37-38), and why (v39)? 
	Jesus came to sort out the wheat from the chaff, which would entail division in physical families because of divided spiritual loyalty. He wanted to show clearly who was or wasn’t on His side, so His purpose wasn’t peace for everyone, just peace for His followers. So, Jesus’ followers were to put Him above any other allegiance they might have, or they weren’t worthy of Him. This does come into play in everyday life because many of our families are not walking with Jesus. We must be willing to take up our cross – the instrument of death to our own personal ambitions – and follow Jesus, or we are not worthy of Him. The point is that the only way to experience true life is to lose our lives here on this earth for the sake of living Jesus’ life. We are to live the exchanged life – His life in place of ours (see Gal 2:20); this will give us true meaning in life.

	6. Look at Matt 10:40-42. What does Jesus promise (v40, 41, 42) and to whom (v40, 41, 42)? Why do you think He said this? 
	Jesus promised that anyone that receives His followers essentially receives Him, and that anyone who receives someone in the name of a prophet or a righteous man receives a prophet’s or righteous man’s reward. Finally, Jesus promised that if anyone who in the name of a disciple gave one of the “little ones” even a cup of cold water to drink would not lose their reward. There were at least a couple of reasons that Jesus had for saying these things: 1) to encourage others to support those who stood up for Jesus, and 2) to encourage those who stood up for Jesus to realize that they were on the side of heavenly rewards – so they should continue to endure for the Lord. 

	III. Results of Discipleship (Matt 11:1, Luke 9:6; Mark 6:12-34)
	Key Idea: When we engage in ministry in the name and the way of Jesus, we will ultimately be successful. 

	7. Using Matt 11:1 and Luke 9:6 what three things did Jesus do after He had taught and sent out His disciples? How does this reveal the importance of the role of disciples? 
	After Jesus trained and sent out His disciples He then departed from there to preach and teach in their cities. This may mean that He personally went to their hometowns because they wouldn’t be received there, or it may mean He went to “their cities”, simply meaning other cities of Israel. The basic truth this reveals is that when we carry out work in the name of Jesus it allows Him to personally do work that He alone can do. In other words the building of His kingdom is a team ministry and the work we do enables Jesus to do the work that He alone can do. 

	8. Read Mark 6:12-16. How effective were the disciples (v12-13)? What impact did this have (v14) and what were the explanations (v14-15, 16)? What does this all show? 
	The disciples were very effective, not only preaching that everyone should repent, but also casting out many demons and healing many sick people as they anointed them with oil. This caused King Herod (the regional Judean tetrarch who called himself a king) to take notice, thinking that Jesus must have been John the Baptist who had risen from the dead. This shows a couple of things; first, these miracles were being done in the name of Jesus so that He was becoming well known even to the king, and also that these were true miracles that were occurring. In fact others were looking for explanations, too, some saying that Jesus was Elijah who had come back to life, and others saying that He was a prophet like those of Old Testament times. 

	9. From Mark 6:17-29 describe the reason (v17-19, 20-23) and way (v24-28) that John the Baptist died. How does this further reveal the risk of being part of Jesus’ “team”? 
	John the Baptist was beheaded because he pointed out the sin of Herod and his sister-in-law, Herodias. Even though she was married to his brother, Philip, Herod married her, too, a fact that John the Baptist called unlawful (sin). Herodias thus had a grudge against John and wanted to kill him, although she couldn’t get Herod to do it. The reason was that he was afraid of him since John was a righteous and holy man. She gained her opportunity when her daughter danced at Herod’s birthday party and he promised her anything for having pleased them so much. Her mother told her to ask for John’s head on a platter and Herod honored his promise. When his disciples heard of this they came and took his body away and laid it in a tomb. This story shows the great risk there is of being on Jesus’ team; seeking His kingdom and His righteous may lead to death. 

	10. Based on Mark 6:30-34 what did Jesus’ disciples report about their mission (v30) and what did Jesus instruct (v31-32)? What interrupted this “get away” (v33) and why (v34)?
	After John’s disciples reported the beheading to Jesus (Matt 14:12) Jesus’ disciples then returned from their mission. They told Him of all they had done and taught. With both of these things in mind Jesus knew that they (and He) needed to get away to recharge, so He told them to “come away by yourselves” to a lonely place to rest awhile. The reality is that ministry is emotionally draining and Jesus’ followers need some “down” time to get refreshed. However, as soon as they got to this place many of the people who saw them ran ahead of them, so that they weren’t by themselves when they arrived. Even though Jesus’ plan didn’t come to fruition, it didn’t frustrate Him because He felt compassion for the people. They needed a shepherd so badly that He diverted from His plan to withdraw and began to minister anyway. 

	11. Looking back over this new phase in Jesus’ ministry, why did Jesus raise up disciples, how were they to live, and what were the results? What should disciples today do, and what should we expect. 
	Jesus raised up disciples and sent them out at the time His ministry was at its zenith. He couldn’t get all of the ministry done by Himself in His finite frame so He commissioned His followers to go out in His name. These apostles were to live as He had – allowing others to support them so that they wouldn’t be encumbered by the demands of providing for themselves. Rather, they could focus on the ministry and trust God’s provision. As they went out in Jesus’ name they were very successful, doing the same things that Jesus had done, and they enabled Him to go out and do ministry personally. As they did this they also experienced rejection, division from family, and persecution, but it was worth it because they were on the winning side. This gives us a picture of the disciple’s mentality; we are to lose our lives for the sake of Jesus, and do ministry for Him, whatever the cost. This will entail rejection and persecution from those in league with the enemy. We aren’t necessarily called to quit our secular jobs to serve Jesus, though; most of us are called to be sold out disciples wherever we are. As we do ministry in the name of Jesus the kingdom will continue to grow until Jesus returns. 


