Galatians 5-6 – So How’s Your Crop - Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: We are given the Word and the Gospel over which to be good stewards, not to add to or adjust for our purposes. 
	I. Adding to Christ’s Law:              (5:1-12)
	Key Idea: Although works do come as fruit of grace, works are not necessary for grace to bring salvation.

	1. Reading in 5:1-4 what does Paul want the Galatians to avoid(v1 and 4:21-31)? How does this manifest itself literally and symbolically(v2)? What is the result according to Paul(v3-4)? How could you apply this to your own life?  
	The Galatians had begun their walk in Christ as free men and women under the grace of Christ. However, by listening to false teachers, they were submitting themselves back to the slavery of the Law. To do so places them back in the position of Ishmael instead of Isaac (refer back to 4:21-31).For the Galatians, this was symbolically shown through submitting to circumcision. By doing that, they were placing themselves under the Law for salvation and no one can keep the Law. To do so literally nullifies the work of Christ, saying that it was not enough. Paul is saying if the Galatians turn to this false gospel of works then they will cut themselves off from Christ. The verbs “severed” and “have fallen” in verse 4, in the original Greek, give the idea of something that will happen if they go down that road fully, not that has already happened. In our own lives we face this when we choose to try to “clean up” our mistakes before we come back and submit to God, seeking His face. We couldn’t clean up ourselves before salvation so why should we think we can now? We submit ourselves to the Father and He restores fellowship and shows us the way out of our mistakes.

	2. In 5:5-6 if you are living in the Spirit, what are you waiting for(v5)? How is this gift we are waiting for applied to our lives(v6)? What is the difference between this and what Paul says to avoid(v1)?
	Paul proceeds to encourage the Galatians. He describes what they have by living “through the Spirit, by faith.” As Christians, according to Paul, we are waiting for the hope of righteousness. This does not negate the righteousness received through the blood of Christ at salvation but rather is the completed righteousness we receive when we stand before Christ. In other words, we should not expect to attain perfection in this life. We strive to grow in Christ but it will not be completed until we stand before Him. Paul continues in verse six saying that neither circumcision nor lack thereof has any bearing on our stand with Christ. As human beings with a sin nature we can often take pride in the strangest of things and Paul is seeking to remove all opportunity for such. He puts all the importance on faith and love, things given us by our Father alone. By walking in faith through love, pride and slavery to the Law are avoided completely. Pride by the fact that we cannot be prideful and truly loving to others and God at the same time. The Law by the fact that Christ said the Law is summed up by the need to love God with all you are and your neighbor as yourself. If you walk in the love that Christ gives us, you will be keeping the Law. 

	3. Continuing in 5:7-12 what did Paul ask the Galatians?  why(v7)? How had the problem occurred(v8-9)? Who would correct the error and the one teaching it(v10)? How did Paul see those preaching legalism(v11-12)?
	Paul asked the Galatians who had hindered their obedience to the truth. Before this, they had run the race well and now they were allowing someone to “cut in” (literal Greek meaning of the verb translated hindered). Some had come from the outside and brought this false gospel of works. Paul explicitly tells them that this message is not from Christ and in verse nine he warns them that this “little” side track will eventually infect the whole Galatian church if they do not seek to remove it. It takes only a little compromise to begin a quick slide from intimate relationship with our Father. Paul knows that the Galatians will eventually return to the right course, not because of him or their own ability but because of the grace of the Lord Himself. God never loses His own, never. He also assures them that the false teacher(s) will not be allowed to get away with what they have done. God will bring justice in His time and way. Paul adds that for him or anyone to preach circumcision was to remove/negate the work of the cross. He calls for those who are misleading the Galatians to emasculate themselves.

	II. At War With Christ’s Law:      (5:13-24)

	Key Idea: The flesh is consistently fighting for control of our lives and the only avenue of victory is surrender to grace.

	4. Moving into 5:13-15 Christians are called into what(v13a)? What danger did Paul warn against and how is it prevented(v13b-14)? What would be the result if this was not avoided(v15)? Apply that to today.
	Christians are called into freedom from the Law. The Law’s purpose was and is to be a mirror that shows us how much we need Christ’s work in our lives. We cannot fulfill the Law on our own and, in Christ, we are not required to do so. Paul warned the Galatians (and us) of the danger of taking advantage of that freedom. It is not a free pass to do whatever we want but the opportunity to become “slaves to one another through love.” We are to love our neighbor as ourselves and by doing so we get to experience the “freedom” of the “slavery of love.” It sounds like an oxymoron but any of us who have truly served others know the great joy found in doing so. And to do so fulfills the whole Law. If this is not carried out, the result is that we begin “to bite and devour one another.” This can be seen today when there are petty squabbles in churches over styles of music, dress, etc. We, when left to our own devices, can be and will be quite vicious to one another over nothing.

	5. As you read 5:16-18 how do you not succumb to the desires of your flesh(v16)? Why is there a battle inside us(v17)? By what means do we overcome the flesh and stay out from under the Law(v18)?
	The only way to overcome the desires of the flesh is to surrender to and walk in the way of the Holy Spirit. He alone can overcome our flesh. Battle inside us ensues because we now have two natures. The old nature, the flesh, although symbolically crucified in our salvation, still attempts to regain control. The new nature is in existence because of the presence and work of the Holy Spirit in us. There is a consistent battle that can only be won by the submission of oneself to one nature or the other. If you are submitted to the flesh, the Spirit cannot work through you and the reverse is true as well. There is only one way the flesh is overcome and we stay out from under the Law. That way is to submit to the Holy Spirit’s leadership in every area of our lives.

	6. In 5:19-24 what are the deeds of the flesh and their results? Explain(v19-21). List the fruit of the Spirit. How does Paul describe them(v22-23)? What embodies those who are Christ’s(v24)? 
	The first three listed are all related to sexual sin: sexual immorality, impurity, and sensuality. There is a great deal of overlap as far as the meaning of each of these words in the original Greek. Ultimately Paul is simply emphasizing sexual sin. The next two are idolatry and sorcery. These both deal with choosing to worship anything other than our Creator. The rest of the list is enmities (hatred), strife (division), jealousy, bursts of rage (savage anger), selfish ambition, dissensions, factions (today we might say cliques), envying, drunkenness, carousing (wild parties). Paul ends with “and things like these” indicating that this is not an exhaustive list, only a sampling. There a result of these things ruling our lives is the inability to inherit the Kingdom. Does this mean we have to be perfect? Yes and no. Remember, these false teachers are calling for the Galatians to follow the Law along with salvation in Christ. Paul is simply showing how impossible that is. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these and they are brought by the Spirit not us. We, by very virtue of belonging to Christ, have had the flesh crucified on the cross. We are no longer bound to its passions and lusts.

	III. Adequate Stewardship of Christ’s Law:                                       (5:25-6:18)
	Key Idea: We are stewards of the revelation that God has given us through His Word and must sow into it if fruit is to grow.

	7. Moving to 5:25-6:5 what shouldn’t characterize our relationships if we live by the Spirit(v25-26)? How, instead should they be lived out(6:1)? How does this affect our relationship to Christ(v2)? What truth should guide our lives(v3-5)? Apply it.
	Our relationships should not be characterized by conceit or envy. Those who live by the Spirit keep in step with Him. Therefore their lives should be marked by love and grace not envy and provocation. The relationships we have should be marked by gentleness. We should reach out to brothers and sisters who are stumbling and help them overcome and be restored. Along with that, we should have the humility to remember our own tendency to fall, not being arrogant enough to think we are better than anyone else. By bearing each other’s burdens, we fulfill, we complete the law of Christ, “love your neighbor as yourself.” There is to be no spiritual elitism in the Kingdom. Everyone will account for his own actions and all are prone to fall. In our lives this is seen when we are not quick to write off someone who falls or makes a mistake. Instead, we remind ourselves of our own mistakes and reach out to try to restore that brother or sister.

	8. As we read in 6:6-10 what is our responsibility with the Word we have been given and why(v6-7)? What two places can we sow seed(v8)? In what form does the proper sowing of seed show itself(v.9-10)? 
	Although many commentators and scholars try to equate this with financial support for ministers, the context does not support that idea very well. Paul is not vague anywhere else in his writings when it comes to calling for the financial support of those who minister the Word. No, instead Paul is calling for the wise use of the Word by the one who receives it and to treat one another with goodness and grace. This is further indicated in verse seven. Paul goes back to his contrast of the flesh and the Spirit. He points out that you can either sow to the flesh or to the Spirit. If you sow to the former, you receive corruption, but if you sow to the Spirit, you reap eternal life. We must take the Word and act on it, sowing to the Spirit. This sowing is seen in the doing of good to others, especially those who are our brothers and sisters. This obviously does not preclude monetary gifts but it encompasses so much more than that.

	9. From 6:11-13 why does Paul finish the letter in his own hand writing(v11)? For what reason is circumcision taught? Are the teachers following their own teachings(v12-13)? How does this happen today?
	Paul wants to make sure that the Galatians understand the importance of what he is saying at the end of this letter. He would have had a scribe that would write down as he dictated. At this point in the letter Paul takes the pen himself. The false teachers were teaching circumcision and the Law to these Galatian Christians so that they would not have to face persecution by the Jews for the cross of Christ. They wanted to “hold up” the Galatians as proof of their holiness when, according to Paul, they did not even keep the Law themselves. Today this is seen in a variety of ways. One example would be the health and wealth guys asking for “seed money” to be sowed into their ministries but not being willing to do the same. Or a pastor expounding against sexual sin but partaking in such on the side. Perfection is not required but hypocrisy is unacceptable.

	10. Finishing in 6:14-18 what is Paul’s boast(v.14)? And why does he boast(v15)? How will this rule affect those who walk by it(16)? In what way does v17 reflect back to v15(v17)? What is Paul’s prayer(v18)?   
	Paul boasts only in the cross of Christ. He understands that his salvation comes from no other source and therefore he can only boast in what Christ has done for him. To indicate why he boasts, Paul returns to his statement in verse six of chapter five. He points out that neither circumcision nor lack thereof has any bearing on our position before the Father. All that matters is the new work of creation that Christ began in our lives at salvation and that the Holy Spirit will continue in us until the day we stand before Christ. Peace and mercy will be a part of the lives of those who walk this path. The reference to the Israel of God can be taken many ways but, based on Paul’s writings after this, it cannot mean that God has “replaced” Israel with the church. We are grafted in to that tree. All must come to Christ for salvation but the people of Israel are still a part of God’s plan and the full reality of that is yet to be seen. Paul points out that the true marks of salvation are found on his body. The beatings, the stonings, and various other persecutions were physical marks of his commitment to Christ. We all have these marks, though they may not be physical. Friends, family members and other things have been sacrificed in our walk with Christ. Paul’s final words are a prayer for the Galatians to have the grace of Christ with them as they fight this battle.  

	11. How do you add to Christ’s law today in your own lives(5:1-12)? In what ways do you see the deeds of the flesh at war with the fruit of the Spirit in your daily life(5:13-24)? How can you be a better steward of the Word given to you in your daily walk(5:25-6:18)?
	There are many ways we add to Christ’s law. We find ourselves overly caught up in the approval of others whether it is our spouses, friends, coworkers, or bosses. Another way that we add to it is to hold others to a higher standard than we hold ourselves or to impose certain convictions on them that God has given us but may not have given them yet. The deeds of the flesh show themselves far too frequently in our lives if we are honest. Getting angry or impatient in traffic. Taking out a bad day on your employees. Doing only what you have to at work to get by. These are the places that the war between the flesh and the Spirit is truly waged. We must strive to be surrendered to the Spirit in all situations and circumstances. The way we can be better stewards of the Word in our daily lives is, first of all, include the Word in your daily life. Secondly, take what you receive and apply it to your daily walk, regardless of the situation. These are all very simple things to do. I did not say easy, I said simple.


