Daily Study Questions for Hebrews 8-10:18
The Big Idea: The result of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice is that we have been made completely right with God.  
	I. The New and Better Covenant           (8:1-13)
	Key Idea: God is able to bless us fully now because He has put His law in our hearts, has a personal relationship with us, and has forgiven us totally.

	1. Read Hebrews 8:1-5.  Where does Jesus, our high priest, minister (v1-2), and what is His offering (7:27)? How is this different from the Levitical priests (v4-5)? 
	Jesus ministers in heaven, the true sanctuary, at the right of “the Majesty” (God the Father). His offering is not the blood of animals, but of Himself, which He offered once for all time, in contrast to the Levitical priests who offer animal sacrifices continually according to the Mosaic law.  

	2. According to 8:6-13 what is better about Jesus’ ministry (v6)? Describe the “new” covenant (v10-12). Why is this better than the old covenant (v8-9)? 
	Jesus has a better ministry because it is based on a better covenant with better promises. The very fact that God proclaimed a new covenant (in Jeremiah 31:27-34 and Ezekiel 36:25-28) shows that the old covenant (Mosaic) was ineffective. The whole point of God’s covenants with His people was that He would treat them like His family and they would act like His family. However, because the Jews failed to live up to God’s standards He was not able to bless them as He desired (v9), so He made a new covenant. This new covenant had three distinct improvements over the old. First, rather than the law being merely external (written on the tablets and spoken to the people), in the new covenant the law of God is written on the hearts (internal) of His people. Secondly, rather than being in God’s family by physical birth (Jewish), but not necessarily in the spiritual family of God by faith, in the new covenant every single one would “know the Lord” and He would be God to each of them. Thirdly, in the old covenant there was a continual remembrance of sins because the people were unable to fulfill God’s righteousness and have their sins completely paid for (animal sacrifices couldn’t do this). In the new covenant, however, God promised to remember their sins no more, because they were truly paid for by Christ, and His righteousness was applied to their account by faith. In summary, there were 3 “better promises” of the new covenant: 1) the law was written on the heart, internally; 2) every one knew (had personal relationship with) the Lord; and 3) everyone’s sins were completely forgiven. 

	II. The New and Better Sacrifice      (9:1-28)
	Key Idea: Because of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice we are completely forgiven and ready to receive God’s final salvation. 

	3. From 9:1-5 what was the layout (v2, 3-5) of the earthly tabernacle? What was in the Holy Place (v2), and in the Holy of Holies (v3-5)? 
	There was an outer tabernacle (Holy Place) in which the lamp stand and table of sacred bread stood. In the second area, the Holy of Holies (which was half the size of the Holy Place), there was golden altar of incense, and the ark of the covenant, which contained a golden jar of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 2 tablets upon which the Ten Commandments (the tables of the covenant) were written. Covering this ark was the golden mercy seat, overshadowed by golden cherubim. 

	4. From Heb 9:6-10 who enters the Holy Place (v6) and how often (V6)? What about the Holy of Holies (v7)? What does this signify (v8-10)? 
	All priests are able to continually enter the Holy Place to perform the divine worship; in the Holy of Holies, though, only the High Priest can go, and that just once a year (on the Day of Atonement – Yom Kippur). The fact that the Holy of Holies (referred to as the “holy place” in v8) is so set apart and inaccessible to almost everyone signifies that the “way into the holy place” is not obvious as long as the outer tabernacle is still standing. Furthermore, since the sacrifices are inadequate – they can’t make the worshipers pure in conscience – there is no way for ordinary people to get into the presence of God.  So, the Jewish system did not enable all of God’s people to enter into a personal relationship with Him. They had to know God, as it were, from a distance, and indirectly through their priest. 

	5. Based on 9:11-15 what is different about Christ’s high priestly ministry (v11, 12)? Why is this important (v12, 13-14, 15)? 
	Christ’s high priestly ministry was different in that 1) He went into the perfect tabernacle (in heaven, made without hands), 2) using His own perfect sacrifice (a perfect man dying for man’s sins), and 3) doing it once for all time, obtaining eternal redemption. This is important to us because the blood of animals cannot purify a man from his sins; only a perfect human sacrifice (Jesus) can truly cleanse our sins. This enables our consciences to be cleansed (we no longer feel guilty) so that we can serve God freely. It also enabled all the Jews who had merely had their sins covered (atoned) by the blood of animals to finally be set free from their sins if they believed in Jesus, the perfect sacrifice. Thus, through the sacrifice of Christ even Jews are able to receive their eternal inheritance if they accept Jesus by faith. 

	6. Looking at 9:16-22 what puts a covenant (or will) into effect (v16)? How was this done in the Old Covenant (v18-21), and what principle does this underscore (v22b)? 
	A will, or covenant, is put into effect when a person dies; in the Old Covenant when animals gave their lives it symbolized this death that had to occur. This is why everything under the Old Covenant had to be sprinkled with blood to enable God’s people to have a covenant relationship with Him. This underscores the principle that “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness or remission of sins”. Sin is very serious to God, and demands death; therefore, someone or something has to give up life to restore a person’s relationship with God. 

	7. Using 9:23-28 contrast Christ’s ministry with the Levites’ - where (v24), what was offered (v25), and how often (v25). What difference does this make (v26-28)? 
	The Levites had to minister in the earthly tabernacle which was only a “copy” of the heavenly one (God revealed to Moses how it was supposed to look, Ex 25:8), whereas Jesus ministered in the true tabernacle in heaven. He also didn’t have to offer a sacrifice for Himself first, but only offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for us. Furthermore, He didn’t have to go into the true tabernacle year after to year to offer sacrifices, but His sacrifice was once for all time. This means that the sacrifice for sins has been accomplished once for all, and Jesus has now put all His suffering behind Him. He has died once and been judged as acceptable in God’s sight. So, when He comes again it will not be with reference to sin and forgiveness but for the ultimate salvation and redemption from this earthly life and body for all who have believed in Him. This will be true salvation.  

	III. The New and Better Result            (10:1-18)
	Key Idea: Because of Christ’s perfect sacrifice we are right in God’s sight and are able to enjoy an unbroken relationship with Him. 

	8. According to 10:1-4 why were the sacrifices of the Mosaic law ineffective (v1, 3, 4)? How is this seen from a logical standpoint (v2)? 
	Since the Law was only a “shadow” (symbolic) of the good things to come (Christ’s perfect sacrifice, and the provisions of the new covenant) it could not take away sins and make us perfect. In fact since it was offered repeatedly it logically shows that is did not take away sins the first time it was offered. It also makes sense because the death of animals could not possibly pay for a human being’s sin. 

	9. In 10:5-10 what body was sacrificed for sins in the New Covenant (v5, 10)? Why was this sacrifice effective (v7, 9-10)? 
	The human body of Christ was sacrificed for the sins of those who are in the New Covenant. The reason for the effectiveness of His sacrifice is that He was perfect (He came to do God’s will) and He was a human being. It is the perfect obedience that God desired from His human creation, and even though animal sacrifices could cover man’s sin, it could not produce the perfect righteousness that God desired from us. Jesus paid for our sins and produced the perfect obedience that fulfilled God’s standard of righteousness; both of these aspects are required to be right with God.  

	10. From 10:11-18 what did Christ’s offering accomplish (v14), how is this reflected in the New Covenant (v16, 17-18)? What does this mean? 
	Christ’s offering made perfect for all time those who are being “sanctified”. This means that in God’s eyes we, who have been set apart for His mercy and grace, are perfectly righteous. This is not due to our own personal righteousness, but possible only because Christ’s death and life are applied to us when we believe in Him. God truly sees us as perfect because we are placed in Christ when we place our faith in Him. For this reason those in the New Covenant can say that God has put His laws on their heart and written them on their minds, and that their sins are completely forgiven. In other words Christ’s righteous life is lived through us and Christ’s sacrifice has paid for our sins. This must be seen through the eyes of God because obviously we are not perfect in our everyday walk through life (1 Jn 1:8). We commit sins through our old sin nature; but God sees those sins as paid for by Christ, and He views the good works we actually do as the life of Christ working through us (Gal 2:20). We are to confess our sins (1 Jn 1:9), but when we do they are already forgiven. The confession merely restores our fellowship with God. Our relationship is based on Christ. 

	11. Looking over Heb 8-10:18 what is better for us about the New Covenant, and Christ’s sacrifice? How should that impact your life this week? 
	The New Covenant makes our relationship with God personal and direct. Because our sins have been completely paid for, and Christ’s righteousness has been applied to our lives we are able to enjoy God fully and serve Him faithfully – in His power rather than ours. We are directed by God because He has internalized His standards in our hearts by His Spirit. The New Covenant changes the defeatist mentality of sinfulness to a victorious mentality of being right before God. While we do still sin we are not “sinners” any longer in God’s eyes; we are righteous through the death and life of Christ. Thus, we should walk in victory rather than defeat.


