Daniel 7-8 Daily Study Questions – From Here to Eternity

The Big Picture: God has a plan that will ultimately destroy evil personified and establish His Son as ruler over all. 
	I. Depiction of Future Events (7:1-14)
	Key Idea: God has a plan for human history that concludes with the destruction of Satan’s kingdom and the establishment of Jesus’ kingdom. 

	1. Read Dan 7:1-6. Describe the first 3 elements of Daniel’s vision (v3, 4, 5, 6). What caused the action in the vision (v2) and what do you think this means? 
	In a vision that predated the events of chapters 5 and 6 Daniel saw four great beasts coming up from the sea; the first was like a lion with the wings of an eagle. Then, the wings were then plucked, the beast was lifted from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man – and it was given a human mind. A second beast looked like a bear that was raised up on one side and had three ribs were in its mouth; it was commanded to arise and devour much meat. The third beast was like a leopard that had four wings of a bird on its back, along with four heads; dominion was given to it. The cause of these beasts’ movement from the sea was a great wind that came from the four corners of the earth to stir them up. Since these beasts represent four great world empires (corresponding to Daniel 2 and interpreted as such later in this chapter) the question is what actually caused these world empires to arise from the nations (which the “sea” in Scripture often represents). Again, using the typical symbolism in the Bible, the words “breath” or “wind” are representative of the Spirit of God, so this would mean that the Spirit of God is the One who stirred up these four great world empires to arise from the nations of the earth to conquer them. God is the One who is behind world history, as this shows. Apply: God is the one who stirs up people and nations to carry out His will. Although each one has its unique characteristics they all desire to be “king of the world”. God will even use this desire to accomplish His will because He is the true “king of the world”. 

	2. Looking at 7:7-8 how did the fourth element in the vision look (v7), what did it do (v7-8), and what was unique about it (v8)? Describe the actions of the little horn (v8).
	The fourth beast was different from the other three, and unlike any earthly beast. It was dreadful, terrifying, and extremely strong with large iron teeth. This beast devoured, crushed, and trampled down the rest [of the kingdoms] with its feet. It had ten horns on its head out of which came an eleventh horn, a little one, that pulled three of the horns out by the roots. It had human-like eyes and mouth that spoke great boasts. This would appear to mean that although the last horn would not appear to be impressive, it was the most powerful and full of knowledge (eyes) and arrogance. Apply: Given the opportunity Satan will always rear his ugly head. This must not surprise us, but rather make us alert for his deceptive and proud actions. We must also remember that he is not merely out to hurt us; since he cares only for himself he is out to destroy everyone and everything but himself. That’s what makes serving God so great – He wants the very opposite for us.

	3. From 7:9-12 who took care of the little horn (v9) and how did He do it (v9, 10b, 11)? What was He like (v9-10) and what else did He do (v12)? 
	When the Ancient of Days sat down for judgment He condemned the little horn as the books were opened before the myriads of faithful ones attending to Him and standing before Him. This beast (not just the little horn) was slain, its body was destroyed, and it was given to the burning fire. This Ancient of Days was white and pure in His agelessness, His throne was ablaze with flames, it had wheels (representing the ability to respond quickly) like burning fire, and out of the throne flowed a river of fire. After He had dispensed of the beast with its little horn He took away the dominion of the other beasts but granted an extension of life to them for an appointed period of time. Apply: God will only have to “sit down for judgment” and open the books to dispose of all evil against Him. When Jesus comes back He will defeat evil by the Sword that comes out of His mouth – the Word of God. He is eternally pure, righteous, and holy and will be faithful to exercise sound judgment and execute justice on all. This story shows that God will judge those most severely who have opposed Him the most. 

	4. Using Daniel 7:13-14 what was the final “act” in the vision (v13-14) and to what do you think this refers (v14)? 
	The final act in this vision was the coming of the Son of Man with the clouds of heaven who came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. To Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom so that all peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion would be everlasting and His kingdom would never be destroyed. This would appear to be the inauguration of the thousand year reign of Christ on the earth over the Davidic kingdom after He returns with the clouds of believers at the conclusion of human history and the judgment of the last beast. Apply: Because Jesus is the object of the Father’s affection and because He has obediently paid the price to redeem mankind, He will be presented with dominion over the world. Everyone else has to fight for dominion, but it is given to Him as a gift. Similarly, when we walk with Him we receive His acceptance and blessing from the Father because we are His. 

	II. Disclosure of Future Kingdoms (7:15-28)
	Key Idea: While all human kingdoms desire to dominate all, the final kingdom and its king will direct its evil specifically on God’s people. 

	5. In 7:15-18 how had the vision affected Daniel (v15) and what was its overall meaning (v17, 18)? Who did Daniel ask to find this out (v16) and what do you think that means? 
	This vision distressed Daniel’s spirit and he kept being alarmed. When he asked one of those standing by him (presumably an angel – maybe Gabriel - as in 8:16 and 9:21) what the exact meaning of this vision was he was given an answer. These beasts, four in number, would be four kings who would arise from the earth and dominate it, but in the end the saints of the Highest One (the Son of Man) would receive the kingdom and possess it forever. Apply: When we are given an understanding of the devastation that will come upon people because of their rebellion against God it should leave us in mourning and fear for them. The fact that this was revealed by an angel only served to impress Daniel that it was certainly going to happen. 

	6. Looking at 7:19-25 what new elements of the fourth beast are revealed (v21, 22)? Specifically what would the last king do (v24-25), and for how long (v25)? 
	In addition to what had already been revealed the fourth beast would also have claws of bronze, which would correspond to the Grecian influence in the kingdom. The little horn of this beast was actually larger in appearance although smaller in reality, based on the description of 7:8. It would specifically wage war against the saints and overpower them until the Ancient of Days came and passed judgment in favor of the saints. At that appointed time the saints would take possession of the kingdom. The ten horns would be ten kings that would arise out of the dominion of the last beast and then the little horn, the last king, would arise and overthrow three of the other kings. He would also speak out against the Most High and wear down His saints. Then He would attempt to make alterations in times and in law. This could be a reference to his desire to change the calendar so that it would not reflect the influence of Christ (AD, BC). This king would have dominion for three and a half “times”, which almost all believe to refer to years. Apply: This shows once again that Satan and his crony, the Antichrist, will take over completely if given the chance – even to changing the calendar. He desires to speak out against God and wants to make his saints give up out of exhaustion. God is watching over us, though, and will take care of us. We must also remember that all it will take for his defeat is for God to simply say the words, “It is time” and it will all be over. 

	7. According to 7:26-28 how would the last king’s reign end (v26) and what would be the final outcome (v27)? What effect did this have on Daniel (v28)? Why?
	At the conclusion when the court sat for judgment the last king’s dominion would be taken away, annihilated, and destroyed forever. At this point the sovereignty, dominion, and the greatness of all the kingdoms of the earth would be given to the saints of the Highest One. This would be His kingdom in which all dominions would serve and obey Him. The effect of this entire revelation was to greatly alarm Daniel so that his face grew pale. The reason for this was probably due to the “wearing down” that the saints would experience at the hands of this last king – he would perpetrate great evil on God’s people. Apply: Amazingly, we get to reign with Jesus after the defeat of the Antichrist. However, the prospect of having to face such persecution and of just the daily grind against Satan’s tactics is enough to make us tired. We must keep the final outcome in mind. 

	III. Destruction of Personified Evil (8:1-27)
	Key Idea: Evil will ultimately be embodied in a man who will first bring suffering on God’s people, then be completely destroyed by God. 

	8. From 8:1-4 what was the first part of Daniel’s vision at Susa (v3, 4)? The ram’s 2 horns stand for Medo-Persia—how successful would they be (v4)? 
	Two years after the vision in previous chapter (see 7:1 and 8:1) Daniel had a vision in which a ram with two long horns was standing in front of the Ulai Canal. One horn was longer than the other and it came up last. This ram was butting westward, northward, and southward and no other beasts could stand before him. This indicates that the Medo-Persian empire would succeed in all its conquests (which would not go eastward, as history shows). Apply: We must always remember that God is orchestrating history (even our personal history) to accomplish His purposes. Even evil kings and kingdoms prosper if it is in accordance with God’s overall plan. This can also be applied to evil bosses, businesses, etc. 

	9. Using 8:5-8 what would the male goat be like (v5, 6-7, 8) and what would he do (v7)? What would be the end of the large horn (v8)? 
	A male goat coming from the west would be moving so fast that it would not seem to even be touching the ground. It would have a conspicuous horn between its eyes and would rush at the ram with such force that it would not be able to stand before him, and its two horns would be shattered. The ram was then hurled to the ground and trampled, and there was none who could rescue him. The male goat then magnified himself greatly but as soon as he did his large horn was broken and in its place four conspicuous horns arose toward the four winds of heaven. Most believe the male goat to represent Greece and the large horn to represent Alexander the Great who was a megalomaniac, but died at age 33 and his kingdom was divided into four parts. Apply: In the kingdom of man there is always someone stronger that can defeat the last guy. That is why power on this earth provides no security. That is also why we are foolish to take pride in our power – since God is the One who gives it anyway it can be taken away at any time. 

	10. Looking at 8:9-14 what grew out of one of the four horns (v9)? Describe him (v11), his rule (v12) and how long it would be (v13-14)?
	Out of one of these four horns grew a rather small horn that became very great toward the south, east, and the Beautiful land (Israel). It magnified itself to be equal to the “Commander of the host” (God), removed the regular sacrifice from him (Him?), and then threw down (demolished) the place of the sanctuary. He would take over the sacrifice, many of the “host” (fallen angels or demons) were assigned to him, he would fling truth to the ground, perform his will and prosper. However, after 2300 days his rule would end and the holy place would be properly restored. Historically this would refer to the time that Antiochus Epiphanes, a Syrian/Greek king, would rule and dominate Judah, desecrating the temple and abolishing the sacrifices. At the end of his rule Judas Maccabeus and his army would defeat him and cleanse the temple. This is the origin of Hanukah, celebrating Judas’ success in defeating this evil man and restoring the sacrifices. Apply: Satan has to fling truth to the ground to be able to prosper, which is why we must know the truth and abide in it. Besides ignoring truth, he wants to destroy all worship of God; but God will always work to bring about His worship because man’s glorification of God is for man’s good – it is our point of orientation. 

	11. Based on 8:15-22 who explained the vision to Daniel (v15-17)? To what time did the vision pertain (v17, 19) and what was its meaning (v20-22)? 
	The angel, Gabriel, who looked like a man, explained the vision to Daniel. He told him that the vision pertained to the time of the end, which for a Jew would probably mean the end of the present age leading into the Messianic kingdom. This is puzzling since the vision would seem to have been partially fulfilled in the 2nd century BC; however much prophecy in the Bible has a historically near fulfillment, and a future fulfillment relating to the time of the end. The near fulfillment gives a picture of what the ultimate future fulfillment will look like. In this case it ultimately referred to the “final period of indignation”, although its fulfillment began in the time close to Daniel. For example, the next kingdom would be Medo-Persia, represented by the ram; Daniel was alive during their rule. Following them, the shaggy goat with its large horn, representing Greece and Alexander the Great, would overtake Medo-Persia. Alexander, though, would be broken (die at 33) and his kingdom would be parceled out to four kingdoms who would not be as powerful as he. Apply: We can be certain of God’s fulfillment of His word in a final sense because He has fulfilled these prophecies partially in the immediate future near to them. Not one jot or tittle of God’s word will fail to be fulfilled, and that should give us great comfort and hope. 

	12. In 8:23-27 how is the final king described (v23, 24, 25), what would he do (v24-25), and when would he rule (v26)? How did this affect Daniel (v27)? 
	The final king described who arose out of one of the four kingdoms (Syrian) was a person of insolence, skilled in intrigue; he would have mighty power (given to him by another source – Satan) and destroy to an extraordinary degree. He would prosper and perform his will, destroying mighty men and the holy people. His shrewdness would cause deceit to succeed, he would magnify himself in his heart, destroy many while they were at ease, and even oppose the Prince of princes (Jesus the Messiah). He would be broken, however, by someone other than a human being (God/Jesus). This king would rule during the 2300 days, although he would be a picture of the king at the end, the Antichrist, who would directly oppose the Messiah. This vision exhausted Daniel and left him sick for many days. He got up and went about the king’s business, though, but was astounded at the vision and no one could definitely explain it. Apply: Satan ultimately opposes Jesus who is his nemesis. This opposition does make us a little tired because we know it is so pointless. On the other hand, the simple statement that “he will be broken without human hands” shows the awesome power of the great God we serve. Because of God’s power all we have to do is resist the devil and he will flee from us. 


