Exodus 11-14 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: We must continue to trust God and remember the deliverance He has accomplished for us. 
	I. Remembering the Day                (11:1-12:28)
	Key Idea: God wants us to take great pains to remember the day and details of His deliverance. 

	1. Read Exodus 11:1-10. What was the last plague (v4-5) and what would result (v1, 6, 7, 8)? What were the people to do (v2) and how would the Egyptians view them and Moses (v3)? Why did all this happen (v9-11)? 
	At midnight God would bring the last plague on Egypt, the death of the first-born; this would affect both man and cattle – no one would be exempt, from Pharaoh to the slave girl. This would be an attack on Pharaoh who was considered a god, and on Apis, the bull god, and a symbol of fertility. The result would be that Pharaoh would finally let the people go, and there would be such a great cry of grief over Egypt that the people themselves would give them silver and gold to leave. However, in Israel there would be no destruction; not even a dog would bark against any of the Israelites. The people were to ask their neighbors for the silver and gold and the Lord would give the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moses also would be highly esteemed in the land of Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants as well as the people. All of this occurred because Pharaoh had not listened to Moses or God and thus God had hardened his heart. This would allow all of God’s wonders to be multiplied in Egypt and He would show His superiority to their gods. 

	2. From 12:1-14 list the details of the Passover observance (v1-2, 3-4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14), how they were to eat it (v11), and why (v12)? What would the blood do (v13)? Apply. 
	The Passover observance would start a brand new calendar for Israel; the month of Abib (later called Nisan) would correspond to our January. They were to take a lamb on the tenth of the month and keep it until the fourteenth of the month. If a lamb would be too much meat for one household then two households could share the lamb. The lamb was to be an unblemished male a year old and could be a sheep or a goat. On the fourteenth day the lamb was to be slaughtered at twilight, roasted, and eaten that same night. None should be left until morning to be eaten; if there were leftovers they should be burned the next morning. It was to be eaten with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The blood was then to be put on the lintel (cross piece) above the door and on each side of the doorway. As they ate it they were to have their “loins girded” (their robe tucked in so they could move quickly), their sandals on, and their staff in their hand so they could eat in haste. The reason for this was that the Lord would pass through the land that night to strike down the first-born and they would be asked to leave as soon as this began to happen. The Lord would also pass over the doorways were the blood was so that those in that house would not be destroyed, meaning that the blood would be their protection. They were to celebrate the night of Passover every year in this way as a memorial. Later, in fulfillment of this image the Lord would shed His blood as of an innocent lamb to spare all who believe in Him from the judgment of God. He would institute His Passover, the Lord’s Supper, for us to commemorate His sacrifice regularly. It is important to note that all who believed in the protection of the blood and placed it on the door would be saved, and anyone who failed to apply the blood would not be saved. Similarly, anyone who applies the blood of Christ to their lives will be saved.

	3. Using 12:15-28 describe the “Feast of Unleavened Bread” (v15, 16-17, 18-20) and the way the actual Passover would work (v21-22, 23). Why were they to relive this each year (v25-28)? 
	The feast of the Unleavened bread was to continue for seven days after the first day they removed the leaven for Passover (Friday for Passover, then Saturday/Sabbath to Saturday/Sabbath). On the first and seventh days they were to have a holy assembly and do no work for all seven days except preparation of the food. On Passover they were to follow the instructions and not go outside while the destroying angel was going through Egypt. Their houses would be protected by the blood applied by hyssop on the lintel and doorposts. The Lord would then pass over the doorway of that house to protect all who were inside with from the destroying angel.  They were to relive this event each year to teach the children what God had done for them through the blood of the Passover sacrifice as He spared their homes. 

	II. Redeeming the First-born (12:29-13:16)
	Key Idea: The sacrifice of the Passover lamb redeemed God’s people from the death they deserved and freed them to live. 

	4. From Exodus 12:29-41 what happened and when (v29) and what were the effects (v30, 31-32, 33, 34-36)? Who left (v37-38), how did they leave (v39), and how long had they been in Egypt (v40-41)? What does this teach us? 
	At midnight the LORD struck all the first-born in Egypt, man and cattle, from the greatest (Pharaoh) to the least (the captive born in the dungeon). When this occurred Pharaoh and all his servants arose for there was a great cry throughout the land – every home had someone dead. So, he called for Moses and Aaron to rise up and get out of Egypt immediately, along with all Israel and their flocks and herds. He told them to go as Moses had requested and to bless him also as he went. Needless to say he had a lot of gall to ask for a blessing, but he probably was asking for God to spare him of further damage. In addition the Egyptian people urged Israel to leave quickly so there would be no more dead among them. So, Israel took their dough before it had time to rise (the reason leaven was removed at Passover was to show how quickly they had to leave) and requested from the Egyptians sliver, gold and clothing. Because the Lord had given them favor in the sight of the Egyptians, Israel essentially plundered them, as in a military victory. A mixed multitude (not just pure Israelites) of 600,000 men plus women and children left for Succoth, along with their animals and unleavened bread. This would become their food as they journeyed. They had been in Egypt as a nation for 430 years. This shows that no matter how long things have been like they are God can change our lives in a moment; the unexpected and even unthinkable are never out of reach for God (1 Cor 2:9-10). 

	5. In 12:42-51 why was Passover to be annually observed (v42) and how were they to do it (v43-45, 46, 47, 48-49)? How was the first Passover observed (v50-51)? 
	This night of Passover was to be observed throughout all of Israel’s generations because it was their defining moment; they were now the people of the LORD who had been redeemed by His mighty power. All Israel and the slaves they had purchased were to eat it, but no foreigner, sojourner, or temporary worker who had not agreed to be circumcised and become a permanent part of the nation. It was a “family” meal of which everyone in the family was to eat. The flesh of the animal was not to be taken out of the house because it had a single purpose and no bone of it was to be broken. The first Passover was just as the LORD had commanded.

	6. Looking at 13:1-16 what did God command (v1-2, 11-13) and why (v14-15)? What were they to remember (v3) and how (v4-8, 10)? What would these memorials do (v9, 16)? 
	God commanded that every first-born son of Israel, both man and beast, would belong to Him. However, they were all to be redeemed with the sacrifice of a lamb, except for donkeys. If they weren’t redeemed then their necks were to be broken. The reason was to teach Israel’s sons that God had redeemed Israel’s first-born when He had destroyed Egypt’s first-born. By this He had delivered them with a powerful hand from Egypt, the house of slavery. This ongoing redemption of the first-born would serve as constant reminders (phylacteries were leather pouches worn on the forehead with verses of Scripture in them) of the powerful hand of the LORD exhibited when He delivered them from Egypt. This, along with the Passover celebration and Feast of Unleavened Bread, would remind the people of where they had come from and why they were there, and would transmit this teachings to all generations. 

	III. Repulsing the Enemy              (13:17-14:31)
	Key Idea: Once God has delivered us He will continue to defeat our enemies, so we must trust Him. 

	7. Read 13:17-22. Where did God lead the people when they left and why (v17, 18, 20)? How did He do it (v21-22)? What else did they take (v19)? Why was this important? 
	God led the people south through the Red Sea instead of directly east by the way of the [Mediterranean] sea. This would have taken through the land of Philistia where they would have encountered military resistance – something they were not ready for yet. It is uncertain exactly the route they took through the Red Sea, but it was probably through the Bitter Lakes region. Regardless, where they crossed the Red Sea contained enough water to drown the Egyptians when they crossed into it. It was not simply a marshy “Sea of Reeds” as some have rendered it. God led them to the edge of the sea with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. This would both direct their path and comfort them with His presence. As Israel left they also took the bones of Joseph with them which they had kept for about 360 years in fulfillment of his wishes before he died. This is a good example of the importance of keeping our commitments, no matter how long it takes or how hard it is. 

	8. Using 14:1-12 where did God lead them (v1-2) and why (v3-4)? How did Pharaoh react (v5, 6-9), and how did Israel react (v10, 11-12)? What can we learn from this? 
	God led Israel to camp in front of Baal-zephon by the sea. This basically trapped them between Pharaoh’s pursuing armies and the sea. God’s reason for this was to cause Pharaoh to harden his heart and come after them so He could show the Egyptians once again that He was the supreme God over all gods. Pharaoh did just this; at first he couldn’t believe he had let Israel go from serving them, so he got in his chariot and took his people with him in pursuit. He also took 600 select chariots along with the other chariots of Egypt manned with officers. They overtook them at Pi-hahiroth, just in front of Baal-zephon by the sea, where they had set up camp. When Israel saw the Egyptians coming they became frightened and started to ridicule Moses and Aaron, asking if it was because there were no graves in Egypt that they had brought them out there to die. They said, “I told you so”, saying it would have been better to continue serving the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness. This story shows that Satan, represented by Pharaoh, will never stop pursuing us, and it shows the tendency of the human heart to view outward circumstances as reality, rather than God’s purpose. We will go through difficulty to enter the kingdom of God, but He will deliver us through it all; we must simply trust Him. 

	9. In 14:13-20 how did Moses respond (v13-14, 15) and why is this a good example? What did God tell them to do (v15, 16) and what did He do (v17, 19-20)? What was His purpose (v18)?
	Moses told the people to not fear and to stand by and watch the salvation of the LORD which He would accomplish that day. He told them the LORD would fight for them, but he also cried out to God to do this. We must pray even as we trust; this is the essence of faith. God told Moses to stop crying out to Him and to go forward with the people towards the water. He was to stretch out his staff over the waters so they would part and then the people would cross over on dry ground. God also told Moses that He would harden the hearts of the Egyptians so they would pursue them, enabling Him to bring the waters back over them so they would drown. This would achieve God’s purpose of bringing honor to Him, not only for the deliverance, but also through the defeat of the enemy. God also moved His angel behind the camp of Israel so that the Egyptians could not see what was happening; they had darkness while Israel had light so they stayed apart all night. 

	10. From 14:21-31 what were phases one (v21-23) and two of God’s deliverance at the Red Sea (v24-25, 26-28)? How was Israel affected (v29-30, 31)? 
	Phase one of the deliverance was Moses’ stretching out of his staff all night so that the sea would be divided and dried out by a strong east wind. The sons of Israel then went through the midst of the sea on dry ground. Phase two was when the Egyptians pursued; first God caused the wheels of the chariots to swerve and apparently get stuck, creating confusion. Then God told Moses to stretch his hand back over the waters, bringing them together to drown the Egyptians. With the water before, behind and on top of them they had no escape and the entire army of Egypt was drowned in the sea. Israel, though, escaped on dry ground and saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Having seen the great power of the LORD they feared Him, believed in Him, and in His servant, Moses. This belief would be tested again, but it was the first step towards truly becoming God’s people. 

	11. Write down the significance of Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the crossing of the Red Sea. How would each remind Israel of the independence God had accomplished for them? 
	The Passover for Israel was God’s deliverance of His people from a life of bondage to the enemy and liberation to life with Him. It reminded them that only the blood of lamb kept them from being killed along with the Egyptians and they were to be forever dedicated to Him. The Feast of Unleavened Bread was a reminder of just how decisively God had set them free from Egypt. No power would ever be greater than Egypt and He had overcome this power simply by His word through Moses. There could be nothing that would stop Him if He were able to make the Egyptians force them to leave so quickly. The crossing of the Red Sea reinforced this; there is no problem that will not be overcome if God is fighting for us. We must trust Him and wholeheartedly serve Him with gratitude. As believers we must remember that the independence we have from Satan, sin and the world was also accomplished by God’s mighty power and outstretched arm at the cross. Every other difficulty we experience in life can be navigated with God on our side. 


