Joshua 6-8 - Daily Study Questions – A False Sense of Security
The Big Idea: If we think we can sin and continue to receive the blessing of God, we are deceiving ourselves. 
	I. Commencing the Mission (6)
	Key Idea: God’s victories are secured by actively obeying His direction. 

	1. Scan Joshua 6:1-14. What did Israel face (v1) and what did God promise (v2)? What were the warriors (v3, 7, 9), priests (v4-6) and people (v7, 10) to do on days 1 through 6? How did they respond (v8-14)?
	Israel faced what was considered to be an impregnable fortress, as well as the gateway to the land of Canaan. The city was surrounded by two walls; the outer one was six feet thick and the inner one was twelve feet thick. Invading forces had to go up a steep incline, causing the taking of Jericho to be virtually impossible, historically requiring a siege of several months to lead to surrender due to starvation. Even with this God told Joshua that he had given Jericho into his hand, with its king and valiant warriors. The warriors were to march around the city once for six days before and behind seven priests carrying the ark of the covenant who were to do the same. The priests were to sound trumpets of rams’ horns also on each of these days and the people were to follow behind in complete silence. They did just as the Lord had commanded for these six days, going back to their camp each night. 

	2. Read 6:15-21. What was different on day 7 (v15, 16)? What did God tell Israel (v17, 18, 19) and what would happen if they disobeyed (v18)? How did Israel respond (v20-21)? 
	On the seventh day Israel was to march around the city in the same manner seven times. On the seventh time when the priests blew the trumpets the people were to shout for the Lord had given them the city. The city was to be “under the ban”, meaning that everyone and everything in it was to be “devoted to the Lord” (herem) for destruc-tion. All of the gold and articles of bronze and iron were to be holy to Him and brought into the treasury of the Lord. The only exception was Rahab and her household, as the spies had promised. If anyone coveted any of the spoils of war they would make the camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble upon it. When they did this on the seventh time around the city, as soon as they shouted the wall fell down flat and every man went straight ahead, destroying the entire city, both man and woman, young and old, ox, sheep and donkey, with the sword. Thus, they defeated this mighty fortress without conventional weapons of war, but by the spiritual weapons of God’s choosing. 

	3. From 6:22-27 what happened to Rahab and why (v22-23, 25)? What happened to the rest of Jericho (v24) and what did oath did Joshua make them take (v26)? What did God do for Joshua (v27)? 
	Joshua commanded the two spies to go into Rahab’s house and bring her with all she had out, as they had sworn to her. They did this, bringing Rahab, her father and mother, brothers and relatives, along with her possessions outside the camp. They then burned the city with fire, leaving the silver, gold, and articles of bronze and iron, which they placed into the treasury of the Lord. Rahab and her family then lived in Israel because she had hidden the messengers. Joshua then made everyone there take an oath that anyone who rebuilt the city would be accursed by the Lord, paying for it with the loss of first born and youngest son. This was fulfilled in Ahab’s day (over 500 years later) when Hiel the Bethelite tried to rebuild the city; his first born, Abiram, died when the foundation was laid and his youngest son, Segub, died when the gates were put in place. With this victory secured it showed that the Lord was with Joshua, causing his fame to be in all the land, just as God had promised (Josh 1:5-9).

	II. Compromising the Mission (7)
	Key Idea: When we disobey God we not only stop His blessings in our lives, but trouble those associated with us as well. 

	4. Looking at Joshua 7:1-9 what did Joshua command next (v2-3) but what had occurred (v1)? What resulted (v4-5) and what was Joshua’s reaction (v6-9)? 
	Even though Achan had unfaithfully taken some of the things under the ban, causing the anger of the Lord to burn against Israel, Joshua knew nothing about it. So, he commanded some of his men to go to Ai and spy out the land. They returned with a report to Joshua that only two or three thousand needed to go into battle because Ai had only a few men. They then took three thousand but had to flee before them, with Ai killing thirty-six of their men. This caused the hearts of the people to melt [with fear] and become like water. Joshua reacted by tearing his clothes and falling on his face before the ark of the Lord until evening. Then, he and the elders put dust on their heads and cried out to God. Joshua asked why He had brought them across the Jordan if He was just going to deliver them into the hands of the Amorites. He asked what they would do now that the Canaanites had defeated them; they would all hear about it and confidently surround them and defeat them. He then asked God what He would then do for His great name. Since Joshua was ignorant of Achan’s transgression this was a sensible prayer, although irrelevant, because the defeat was due to Israel’s sin, not God’s will. 

	5. According to 7:10-15 what did the LORD reveal to Joshua (v10-11) and what were the results (v12)? What was he to do (v13, 14, 15)? Apply.  
	The Lord told Joshua to get up, asking him why he had fallen on his face before Him. He declared that the problem was Israel’s sin, having transgressed His command to take nothing under the ban. They had not only stolen it (from the Lord) but had also acted deceptively by hiding the transgression. They had become accursed which accounted for their inability to stand before their enemies. The implication is that the only ability they had to be victorious came from the Lord; if they were accursed by Him, meaning He would withdraw from them, they would experience defeat. He then told Joshua to consecrate himself and the people because they would appear before the Lord the next day. Joshua was to have each of them appear before the Lord, tribe by tribe, family by family, and household by household, until the offender was revealed by lot (probably the Urim and Thummim). The offender was then to be burned with fire, along with members of his household and his things, because he had transgressed the covenant of the Lord, committing a disgraceful act in Israel. This shows the awful effects of sin; it not only hurts the sinner, but everyone and everything closely associated with him. It also reveals that our sins will become visible so that we will be held accountable for them. For some that comes sooner, for others later, but we will have to give an account to the Lord for our thoughts, words and actions. There will be no “secret” sins. 

	6. From 7:16-26 how was the offender revealed (v16-18, 19, 20-21) and confirmed (v22-23)? How did Joshua and Israel deal with it (v24, 25) and what resulted (v26)? What can we learn from this story? 
	The offender was revealed by lot as first the tribe of Judah was taken, then the family of Zerah, then the household of Zabdi, and finally Achan, son of Carmi, who had taken the things under the ban. He was commanded by Joshua to give glory and praise to God by confessing his sin, and Achan did this very thing. He said he had sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel by seeing the beautiful mantle from Shinar, two hundred shekels of silver, and a gold bar fifty shekels in weight. He had then taken them, and buried them in his tent among his things. Joshua then sent messengers to his tent; they dug them up and brought them to him, pouring them out before the Lord and all Israel. Then Joshua and Israel took these things, along with Achan’s family and possessions, to the valley of Achor (trouble) and asked why he had troubled them. He told Achan that the Lord would trouble him that day and they all stoned them and burned them with fire. This great heap of stones that was raised over them stood until the day that Joshua recorded this story and was a monument to the day the Lord turned His fierce anger from Israel. They also named the place the valley of Achor because of it. This story shows that repentance is what will lead to the Lord’s blessing if sin has caused it to stop; prayer without repentance is a waste of time. We must first examine ourselves before we question God over His lack of blessing.

	III. Continuing the Mission (8)
	Key Idea: God is ready for us to go forward once we have repented of our sin. 

	7. Based on 8:1-17 what did God tell Joshua (v1-2) and how did he respond (v3)? How many did he take (v3, see 7:3)? What was his plan (v4-9) and why (v6)? What occurred (v10-17)?  
	The Lord then told Joshua to not fear or dismayed, but to take all the people of war with him and to go to Ai again. He had given them into his hand – the king, the city and his land. They were to kill the king and his people, but they could take the spoil and cattle as plunder for themselves this time. He also told them to set an ambush behind the city. Joshua did so, but he took thirty thousand this time (ten times more than last), sending them (valiant warriors) out at night to set the ambush. Joshua told them that they would advance towards the city, drawing the inhabitants out, thinking they would defeat them as before. Then, the men behind the city were to move in and set the city on fire. They did all of this as Joshua commanded beginning early the next morning. With five thousand waiting to ambush the inhabitants the king and his men went out to meet Israel in battle. When they did Israel pretended to be defeated as before and fled before them, so they called all the people out from the city to pursue them.  

	8. In 8:18-23 what did God tell Joshua (v18) and what did he do (v18)? What then happened (v19-21) and what was the initial outcome (v21-22, 23)? 
	With the city empty the Lord then told Joshua to stretch out his javelin toward Ai; when he did the men in ambush quickly went into Ai, captured it, and set it on fire. The men of Ai then looked back and realized they had no place to run and were trapped in the middle of the Israelites. They were killed until there was no one left except the king. God’s plan had succeeded. 

	9. Using 8:24-29 summarize the outcome of the battle (v24, 25, 26, 27) and why (v 27)? What were Joshua’s final actions (v28, 29) and why do you think he did this? 
	Once all the inhabitants of Ai in the field were killed Israel returned to the city and struck it with the sword. In all twelve thousand men and women were killed, utterly destroying Ai, in obedience to the Lord. They took only the cattle and spoil of the city as plunder as God had allowed. Joshua burned Ai, making it a desolate heap forever, and then hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. At sunset he took it down and threw it at the entrance of the city gate, raising a great heap of stones over it that stood to that day. These actions were in accordance with divine justice, punishing Ai for its abominations. They also showed God that Israel had completely obeyed Him by utterly destroying all the people. 

	10. Read 8:30-35. What was the conclusion of the two victories (v30-31) and why was this appropriate? What else did Israel do (v32, 33, 34-35) and why (see Deut 27:11-14)? 
	With the victories over Jericho and Ai the land had been severed and a beachhead established. They were ready to take the rest of the territory, but first had to worship the Lord in accordance with Deut 27:1-26. They built an altar and sacrificed peace offerings to the Lord. Joshua then wrote on stones a copy of the law of Moses in the presence of Israel, and then half of the tribes stood on Mt. Gerazim and half stood on Mt. Ebal. Joshua then read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, so that all on both mountains heard these words, including the little ones and strangers that were with them. All were then bound to keep it. Although this had been a national victory, it was even more a divine victory for Yahweh and they owed Him their complete allegiance. 

	11 Review Joshua 6-8. What false sense of security did Jericho, Achan and Ai have in these 3 chapters? In what did they falsely trust? How did God show Himself trustworthy in these chapters? 
	Jericho falsely felt secure because of their walls, but they were no match for the power of God. He overcame them simply by a shout of the people. Achan felt falsely secure because he had thought his sin was hidden, but he was no match for the “eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb 4:13). Israel, too, had a false sense of security because they had defeated Jericho, forgetting that it was because of the Lord that it had occurred. They assumed He would act in their behalf again, not realizing that sin was in the camp. Finally, Ai felt secure because they had defeated Israel the first time, thinking it was due to their strength and prowess, when in truth it was due to Israel’s weakness. In contrast to this false security, God was faithful and true. He brought victory at Jericho, exposed Achan’s sin, and gave Israel victory at Ai the second time, once Israel had purified their sin. This story shows the necessity of being right with God so that we can rely on Him for victory. Without Him we are no match for the enemy. 


