Daily Study Questions for Hebrews 5-7

The Big Idea: Because Jesus is the perfect One to represent us before God, we must always follow Him and grow in our understanding of His work for us.
	I. Perfect in Weakness                                (5:1-10)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ completed obedience in the face of suffering makes Him a perfect high priest for us. 

	1. Read Hebrews 5:1-6. Describe what a high priest does (v1-3). How does He get to be one (v4), and how did Jesus get to be one (v5, 6)? 
	A high priest offers gifts and sacrifices for sins and deals gently with the ignorant and misguided. The reason he deals gently is because he himself is beset by weakness and has to offer sins for himself as well. He gets to be a high priest by divine appointment, not because he decides he wants to be one. Similarly, Jesus was appointed by God to be a high priest, but not according to the earthly line of priests which descended from Levi and Aaron. He was of the order of Melchizedek which is explained later. He was also called God’s son, quoting Ps 2:7; this was a messianic designation, and the Jews expected the Messiah to be both priest and king. Jesus, though, did not take the honor of being God’s Son, Messiah or high priest upon Himself – God conferred that upon Him. 

	2. According to 5:7-10 how did Jesus live His earthly life (v7, 8) and what did this do for Him (v8, 9)? What does this do for us (v9)
	In the days of His flesh Jesus offered up prayers (asking for something) and supplications (humbly making request of a superior for help) with loud crying and tears to the One who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety (a reverence or respect for the Father that leads a person to live a godly and holy life). Jesus truly took on the suffering and humiliation of humanity – He didn’t demand anything, but humbly asked the Father for help. However, the suffering was so intense that He did it passionately – crying loudly with tears that He might be delivered from death. Since verse 7 says that He was heard in this request, and since we know He died on the cross, the only death this could be referring to would be that of remaining dead rather than being resurrected. It would appear that Jesus, as a man, feared the finality of death to the point that He cried out loudly to His Father with tears that He might be resurrected. Because He was a perfect man, God heard His request and raised Him from the dead. As it says in Romans 4:25, “He was delivered up (to the cross and death) because of our transgressions, and was raised because (or in view of) our justification”. In other words Jesus’ perfection not only paid for our sins, but it made us right in the sight of God. His resurrection showed that God had accepted his perfect sacrifice for sins. Not only did Jesus’ prayer result in His resurrection, but through suffering He developed a pattern of obedience as well. It is one thing to obey when things are going well, but when we are suffering it is difficult; therefore, obedience that comes from suffering is genuine heart-felt obedience. Heb 5:9 says He was made perfect, meaning that He was made complete – as a man He was lacking the experience of obedience in any and every situation, so when He endured all these challenges to the cross, He was complete (unlike Adam who failed in his first serious challenge). Because of that He has become the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him. 

	II. Priority of Perseverance           (5:11-6:20)
	Key Idea: It is vital that we complete our faith and hope in Jesus by continuing with Him until the end. 

	3. From 5:11-14 what was the spiritual condition of the Hebrews (v11, 12)? Describe those who are mature spiritually (v13, 14). 
	The Hebrews had been around the things of God long enough that they should have been able to teach others. Whether these Hebrews were Christians, or only checking out Christianity, the point is that they should have developed to the point that they didn’t need to go back over the basics. They were “dull of hearing” about more difficult to explain teachings, a phrase that means they had “no push”, no motivation. It really doesn’t imply that they had a desire to hear and lost it, so we don’t know for sure whether they were believers or not. They were immature (neophytes, or novices, untrained, unskilled) in their walk with the Lord; they were still trying to know the right thing and do the right thing. The mature, on the other hand, are able to take in more complicated teachings (v11 – hard to explain) because they are not still trying to figure out how to live for Christ, or whether they even want to or not. We must settle the “will” or “want to” area before we can make progress in the “knowledge” area. Solid food is beyond the basics – it is more complicated (harder to eat and digest), but once digested it puts more “muscle” on the believer. This explains why both young and old believers at times can’t understand truth – they don’t want to follow it, so it is impossible to truly understand. There is no point in God revealing deeper truth to us if don’t want to obey the truth He has already revealed. 

	4. From Heb 6:1-6 what were the basic teachings of salvation (v1-2), and who cannot be brought back to these teachings (repentance) (4-6)? Why (v6)? 
	The basic teachings of salvation, or “the Christ” (the Messiah and His kingdom), are 1) repentance from dead works 2) faith toward God 3) instructions about washings (in our case baptism) 4) laying on of hands (transferring the sins of the people to the sacrificial animal, and conferring authority), 5) the resurrection of the dead and 6) eternal judgment. All of these were basic Jewish teachings that were preparatory for salvation in Jesus. For example a Jew would have to understand the need to repent from “dead works” – works that couldn’t save you, and they would have to understand the necessity of faith in God. Washings – ceremonial cleansing and laying on of hands – transferring sins to the substitute for sin, were preparatory for the ultimate cleansing and substitutionary atonement to be found in Christ. Jews also believed in the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. So, these were the basics of Judaism, but also preparatory for a full-blown faith in Christ. In Heb 6:4-5 the writer begins to talk about the experiences of these Jews who had come into the Christian fellowship – they had been enlightened to Jesus as the better, complete way, they had tasted of the heavenly gift, had experienced the Holy Spirit in the fellowship, had tasted the good word of God and powers of the age to come. When they had thus seen the better way in its goodness and power, and then had “fallen away” (this literally means to “stand away from”, so it is a deliberate falling, or standing, away) and then had chosen to reject Jesus as the Messiah, it was impossible to renew them to repentance. The reason is very practical; if the claims of Christ have been examined thoroughly, and the evidence has been physically demonstrated, and then has been rejected, there would be no reason the person would want to change their mind (repent) about this. This does not say anywhere that those who “fall away” had a personal relationship with Jesus; it only means that they had seen the evidence of His truth, and had chosen to reject it. From God’s perspective as well He would not permit the Son of God to be crucified all over again if they were to decide (which would be impossible) that He was their sin-substitute. They had made their decision and they would have to live with it. 

	5. Based on 6:7-12 what did the author believe about the Hebrews (v7-8 vs. 9), and what showed this to be true (v10)? What was his caution (v11-12)? 
	The author believed that these Hebrews were saved because they had produced fruit that indicated this. They had worked for Christ and shown love towards His name by having ministered to the saints, and by continuing to do so. His caution was that they show the same diligence until the end so that they could experience the full assurance of hope. He did not want them to be “sluggish” (unable to move quickly because of congenital defect), but imitators of those who through faith and patience (endurance) inherit the promises. 

	6. Looking at 6:13-20 what promise did God make (v13-14), and how certain was it (v16-18)? What does this mean for us (v18-20)? 
	God promised that He would bless Abraham and multiply him, and then swore by Himself that it would happen. This applies to us because we are Abraham’s descendents, heirs of this promise, and so the hope of this sure promise becomes a refuge for us. We are able to lay hold of the hope of God’s blessing that is set before us, and it is an anchor for our souls when we feel helpless and abandoned. This hope even takes us “within the veil”; in other words, into the very presence of God who dwells in the Holy of Holies. 

	III. Preeminence of Jesus’ Priesthood (7:1-28)
	Key Idea: Jesus is the ultimate high priest who enables us to fully enter God’s presence and receive His help. 

	7. Using 7:1-10 what showed the greatness of Melchizedek (v2, 3, 4-10)? Why is this important (see 5:6 and 6:20)? 
	Because Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek after his defeat of the 5 kings who were pursuing his nephew, Lot, it shows that Abraham considered Melchizedek greater than him. This means also that he was greater than the tribe of Levi who descended from Abraham. Also, his name means “king (Heb, melch) of righteousness (Heb, zedek), he is called the king of Salem (shalom, peace), and has no genealogy mentioned, implying that he is a priest perpetually – without beginning or end. His identity is important because Jesus is a high priest from the order of Melchizedek, not Levi (Aaron). 

	8. According to 7:11-17 what non-priestly tribe did Jesus come from (v14)? What did this signify (v11, 12), and why was Jesus a better priest (v16-17)?  
	Jesus came from the tribe of Judah which was not the priestly tribe. Since He was to be God’s high priest, this signified that since there was a change in the priesthood, from Aaron to Melchizedek, that the Aaronic priesthood was imperfect. This furthermore showed that the law, from Aaron’s to Jesus’, was changing as well. Jesus and His law were better because they were based on the power of an indestructible life. Jesus’ law was based on an eternal appointment, not upon a temporary physical lineage like Aaron’s. 

	9. In 7:18-25 what did Jesus’ priesthood guarantee (19, 22), and why was it better (v23-24)? What does this mean for us (v25)? 
	Jesus’ priesthood guarantees a better hope and a better covenant because through it we are able to draw near to God. It is also better because He is our permanent high priest who never changes, and is able to save forever we who draw near to God through Him since He always lives to intercede for us before God. 

	10. From 7:26-28 describe Jesus as a high priest (v26, 28). What does He do that is different from the Jewish high priests (v27)? Why is this good?
	Jesus, as our high priest, is holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. As God’s Son he is also perfect (He is complete in His righteousness) rather than weak in sinfulness like human high priests. That means that He doesn’t need to continually offer sacrifices for His sins, but that He offered one sacrifice (Himself) for our sins, and that work is complete. This is good because He doesn’t have to focus on Himself, or be distracted by Himself; He focuses on us alone, which human high priests are unable to do. 

	11. Looking over Heb 5-7 list some things about Jesus’ priesthood that are better than the Jewish priesthood. What difference should this make to us?  
	Jesus is better than the Jewish high priests for many reasons. Like the Jewish priests He understands our weaknesses (yet He didn’t sin) so that He is able to gently deal with our ignorance. Also, like the Jewish high priests, He was appointed by God to this position, so He has full authority to act in God’s behalf. He also understands us because He suffered during His days here on the earth, but unlike the Jewish high priests, He never succumbed to sin, but learned obedience by the things that He suffered. Because of His once and for all sacrifice for sins, and His perfect life, He is the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him (follow Him in the obedience of faith). He is a better high priest because He is after the order of Melchizedek, who represents an enduring priesthood sustained by the power of an indestructible life. He guarantees a better covenant with God because He never changes – He is completely faithful, and able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him. Like the Jewish high priests He is holy, innocent, undefiled, and separated from sinners, but His is more than ceremonial; He is genuinely all of these things. He is also exalted above the heavens, whereas Jewish high priests are only exalted here on earth. They are also weak, but He, as God’s Son, is perfect forever. What this means for us, as imperfect sinners, is that we always have access to God and His help; we remain in good standing with God forever. 


