Daniel 5-6 Daily Study Questions - Whatever
The Big Idea: God disdains human pride and foolish attempts to destroy His people and overcomes them.
	I. A Proud Mistake (5)
	Key Idea: When we push against God in our pride He will respond in judgment.  

	1. Read Dan 5:1-4. What event did the king convene (v1), and how did he celebrate it (v2-3, 4)? In light of verse 4 what was he really doing? 
	Belshazzar, Babylon’s king who was about to conquered by the Medo-Persian army, convened a party to possibly strengthen the morale of his leaders. He invited a thousand of his nobles to the party and first tasted the wine. He then ordered the gold and silver vessels to be brought out that had been captured from the temple in Jerusalem and they all drank wine from them. Not only did they do that, but they also praised the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone. These actions probably symbolized that Babylon’s gods were greater than that of the Jews’, thus serving as a reminder to all gathered that Babylon’s gods had defeated powerful gods once before and would be able to do it again. This was essentially a statement of spiritual superiority, not just a party. Apply: People often try to put a good face on their fears by false exhibitions of power. It is extremely dangerous to do this to God, to play loose and fast with things He considers holy. This could apply to the way we treat others in the Body of Christ, our offerings to God, our obedience, etc. We will always have to account to God for these abuses. 

	2. Looking at 5:5-9 what happened next (5) and how did the king react (v6)? How did he deal with this (v7) and what were the results (v8, 9)? 
	As they partied the fingers of a man’s hand appeared on the wall and wrote four words on it. When the king saw this his face grew pale, his thoughts alarmed him, his hip joints went slack, and his knees began knocking together. As was the custom he called in his conjurers, Chaldeans, and diviners to read and explain the inscription, promising a reward of purple clothing, a gold necklace, and authority as the third ruler in the kingdom. They all attempted to explain the words but one was able to even read them. This caused the king to grow even more alarmed, his face grew even paler, and his nobles as well were perplexed. Apply: God has an infinite number of ways to get our attention, to remind us of how weak we truly are. It is almost funny about how weak the supposedly strong can act when confronted by the God of the universe. This is why the admonition to “Fear God” is the beginning of wisdom.

	3. From 5:10-12 what did the queen suggest (v10, 12)? Why (v11-12)? What does the fact that they had to summon Daniel reveal about him? 
	When the queen (not his wife, but maybe the daughter of Nebuchad-nezzar) heard of this she came to the banquet hall and tried to calm the king down. She informed him of a man in the kingdom in whom was a “spirit of the holy gods”; in the days of Belshazzar’s father (Nebuchad-nezzar) he had exhibited illumination, insight, and divine wisdom. He had been appointed as chief over the wise men, and had been able to interpret dreams and solve difficult problems. She was confident that Daniel would be able to reveal the interpretation. It is interesting that Daniel wasn’t still in the group of wise men. Apparently he had been “lost in the shuffle” when other kings ascended the throne since he was a Jew, and didn’t care to seek out a position of prominence. However, once a true crisis arose he was willing to serve if necessary, as long as it didn’t require compromising his convictions. Apply: When we are seeking fame or respect we often don’t get it, but when we are actually worthy of it, it seems to come to us anyway. Daniel shows us that we must consistently maintain our obedience to God whether in the background or forefront, and when the time is right He will use us to bring glory to Him. 

	4. Using Daniel 5:13-16 how did the king try to entice Daniel into helping him (v13-14, 15-16)? How did this reveal his foolishness? 
	Belshazzar first tried to use compliments to “butter up” Daniel, saying he had heard of him, that he possessed a spirit of the holy gods, along with illumination, insight and extraordinary wisdom. Of course he had only just heard of this through the queen, but he probably thought that the recognition would tempt Daniel to live up to what the king said. He also told him that the other wise men couldn’t figure out the inscription on the wall, maybe hoping to bait him in to trying to succeed where they had failed. Furthermore, the king informed him of the reward previous mentioned to the others if they solved the puzzle. These tactics were useless on Daniel because he was not motivated by recognition from a Babylonian king, nor was he interested in power or wealth. He had established a reputation as a humble follower of the true God, the “King of heaven” as Nebuchadnezzar had declared. He would either help or not, based on his convictions; he could not be enticed by worldly values. Apply: The only ways that the world knows to control situations are power, wealth, and sex. When Christians aren’t motivated by these things it confuses them and provides a great opportunity to bear witness to Who really matters, not just what. We must not fake it, however; like Daniel we must really only care about serving and glorifying God, whatever form it might take. 

	5. In 5:17-24 what were the three elements of Daniel’s response (v17, 18-22, 23-24)? Why was each of these elements good?
	Daniel answered in a manner consistent with who he was. He first told the king to keep his gifts for himself or to give them to someone else – he could not be bought. Secondly, he let him know he was willing to serve the king simply because it was the right thing to do. He had done this for his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar; and he reminded Belshazzar of the humiliation that he had suffered for seven years when he had to live as a beast. Belshazzar was aware of the danger of offending Daniel’s God, the Most High God, because of what had transpired with Nebuchadnezzar.   Most importantly, though, Daniel gave Belshazzar the interpretation because he had exalted himself against the Lord of heaven, even though it was God who had his breath and ways in His hands; he should have glorified Him instead. Daniel’s approach was honest and good – he refused to personally benefit from God’s gift to him, he reminded Belshazzar of God’s historical truth without reservation, and he called him to account for his vain boasting against the God who had given him life and power. He was fearless in what he did and how he represented God. Apply: Daniel acted from a good and honest heart; he really didn’t care about material possessions, power or prestige. All he cared about was serving God, which included being a good servant of the king (loving others) as long as he didn’t have to compromise his convictions. Along with these attributes, we must also not be afraid of speaking the truth to someone if that’s what they need to hear, no matter the possible reaction. We should remind them of the realities of how God has revealed Himself in the past and encourage them to line up with Him or suffer the consequences. 

	6. Looking at 5:25-28 what were the four words on the wall (v25) and what did each mean (v26, 27, 28)? 
	The four words were mene, mene, tekel, upharsin, although upharsin is a compound word of “u” (and) and the plural of peres (see v27). Mene, meant counted, or appointed, used twice for double emphasis. Tekel means weighed or assessed, while “peres” means divided. This means that God has assessed Belshazzar’s kingdom and found it deficient; thus he had divided it between the Medes and the Persians. The plural of “peres” emphasizes that multiple division of the kingdom between the Medes and the Persians. Apply: Some of the most powerful declarations are short (not necessarily sweet) – like “Ichabod” (the glory has departed), “anathema” (cursed), “it is finished”, etc. The truth doesn’t have to sell itself; it just is, and that is what makes it powerful. This particular declaration is profound because it reveals that all kingdoms are in God’s balances. When the time comes to weigh justice the only ones who will be in balance are those lined up with the King and His kingdom.  

	7. According to 5:29-31 what happened to Daniel (v29) and to Belshazzar (v30)? Who then became king (v31)? How did all of this show God’s greatness? 
	Daniel was rewarded as promised, although it was short-lived since, as declared by the “handwriting on the wall” Belshazzar’s kingdom was overthrown that very night, with him being killed in the process. Darius the Mede (this may have been an honored title for Cyrus, since it is used of at least five other kings) then became king, showing that it is God who removes kings and raises up kings. He is the true “King of heaven” who does as He wills, which is the overall message of Daniel. Apply: Man’s rewards mean very little; it is God’s purpose that makes all the difference. He is able, good and wise, and when we are on His side we are in a good position. Those who are wise will fear and revere Him above all and regard man’s approval and gifts as inconsequential. 

	II. An Evil Manipulation (6:1-15)
	Key Idea: When others deceitfully try to trap God’s people He will protect them if they will remain faithful. 

	8. From 6:1-9 what was Daniel’s new role (v1-2) and how did he handle it (v3)? What did this cause (v4, 6-9) and why was the new law written (v4-5)? Apply. 
	Daniel’s new role, possibly because he was in a position of prominence in the last kingdom, was an appointment as one of three commissioners over the 120 satraps who ruled the individual provinces of the Persian kingdom. In this new role Daniel distinguished himself above the other two commissioners, so much so that the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom. He would thus assist the king as something like a vice-regent. This caused the other commissioners and satraps to become jealous and seek a ground of accusation against him. They realized that no negligence or corruption would be found in him, and that it would have to be with regard to his faithfulness to God that they could trap him. So, they got Darius to write a law that said that anyone who over the next thirty days petitioned another god or man besides him would be thrown into the lion’s den. Although Darius in his pride probably thought this to be a good law, the only reason the commissioners and satraps wanted this law written was to trap Daniel - not to exalt Darius. This story shows the amazing faithfulness and integrity of Daniel; the only way he could be caught was to devise a plan based on his consistent devotion to his God. We should all have a reputation like this. Apply: Anyone who receives recognition from those in authority makes others jealous – it’s just a fact of human nature. That doesn’t mean we gloat over it; in fact if we do our job well for the right reasons we will not be looking for recognition. It is wise to be aware of this and to serve even more diligently when we rise to the top (which Christians should always do since they have the best “boss”.)

	9. Using 6:10-15 how did Daniel respond to the new law (v10) and what did his enemies do (v11, 12-13, 15)? How did the king react (v14)? 
	Daniel did nothing different. Even though he knew the law was in place he simply went to his upstairs room where the windows were opened towards Jerusalem (God had told them to pray towards the temple and He would hear their prayer) and prayed on his knees three times a day, thanking God as always. Of course his enemies knew he would do this so they went to his house as a group and found him praying and asking God for help – meaning he must have been praying out loud. Then, they went to the king and confirmed that he had made a decree that anyone praying to any god or man besides him would be thrown to the lions. The king confirmed that he had made such a law and that it could not be repealed since it was a law of the Medes and Persians. They then told him about Daniel, which greatly distressed him. He was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. However, Daniel’s accusers reminded the king that he could do nothing but carry out a law of the Medes and Persians, so he was trapped. Apply: We must remain consistent and faithful no matter what the world does around us. The world is looking at us, sometimes waiting for us to fall and sometimes setting traps for us to fall into. When we continue to serve we glorify God by saying to the world that He is worth our devotion no matter what the cost. Like the king there will be those who are watching that will be impacted by our courageous loyalty to our God. Thus, even if God doesn’t rescue us there are positive effects from unswerving faith in the face of persecution.   

	III. An Incredible Miracle (6:16-28)
	Key Idea: Enemies’ attempts to destroy God’s people are no match for His miracles of deliverance.   

	10. Looking at 6:16-18 what did the king do next (v16-17) and what did he believe (v16)? How did he spend his night (v18)? 
	The king could do nothing to change the law so he gave the order to throw Daniel to the lions. As he did he said, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you.” Daniel’s excellence and faith had made an impression on him and apparently he believed that his God could save him. After sealing the den with a stone and the seal of his ring he spent a restless night worrying about Daniel, refusing any food or entertainment. He did not want to be responsible for Daniel’s unjust death. Apply: We must remember that there are some who are in power who are not opposed to God, simply because they have seen how His people act when they are genuine and devoted. It is easy to get a “me/us against the world” mentality but God is at work even in unbelievers sometimes to give Christians support they need (although they don’t realize it). 

	11. Based on 6:19-24 what did the king ask when he went to the lion’s den (v19-20) and what was Daniel’s answer (v21, 22)? How did the king respond (v23, 24)? 
	As soon as the light dawned the king got up and hurried to the lion’s den. He immediately called out in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” Daniel replied, “My God sent His angel and shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in His sight. Nor have I done any wrong before you, O king.” The king was elated, gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den, and they discovered that there was not even a wound on him. This occurred because he had trusted God. After retrieving Daniel, the king then ordered that Daniel’s accusers, along with their wives and children, be thrown into the den. Even before they hit the bottom the lions crushed them with their teeth, proving that there was nothing wrong with the lions, but that God had indeed shut their mouths. Apply: We must not be afraid to speak the truth about ourselves and God when the opportunity presents itself. Sometimes we assume others won’t agree so we don’t say it. But the truth is the truth, and when it is spoken it has a powerful impact. The other important application here is that we don’t need to worry about justice on others. God will take care of that in His own time so we must be consistent in loving others and serving God. There is no place for panic, overreaction, or revenge for those who trust Him. 

	12. In 6:25-28 how was God glorified (v25-27) and Daniel blessed (v28) by his faithfulness? What does this teach us? 
	The conclusion of the story was that God was glorified – first by Darius’ decree that in every part of his kingdom people should fear and revere the God of Daniel. He declared that He is a living God who endures forever, His kingdom will not be destroyed and His dominion will never end, He rescues and saves, and performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He pronounced that He had indeed rescued Daniel from the power of the lions. These were amazing words from a pagan king. The second way that God was glorified was through the prosperity with which He blessed Daniel during the reign of Darius and Cyrus. This story teaches once again that when God’s people remain faithful to Him, no matter what the cost, God will take care of them and be glorified. Apply: Our tests always provide an opportunity for God’s glory. Along with that we will be blessed, although not always as overtly as Daniel was in this story. Our blessings in the New Covenant are first and foremost spiritual. 


