1-16-11 Lesson Notes (Josh 3-5) – Happiness in a Rearview Mirror

The Big Idea: When we obey God in faith we no longer need to be enslaved by our past. 

	I. Proceeding in Faith (3)
	Key Idea: When we step out in faith in God’s promises He will bless our progress. 

	1. Read Joshua 3:1-6. Where did Israel go next and how long (v1-2)? What were Israel’s instructions (v3, 4, 5) and why was each important (v4, 5)? Why did the priests and the ark lead the way (v6)?  
	The Israelites left Shittim and came to the Jordan, about seven miles away, lodging there for three days. At the end of this time the officers went through the camp and commanded the people that when they saw the Ark of the Covenant moving as the Levitical priests carried it they were to set out and follow it. This was different from the last forty years during which they only set out when the pillar of cloud by day or pillar of fire by night moved. In both cases they were following God, but this required more concentration than following the pillars. They were also to keep their distance two thousands cubits (about three thousand feet, one thousand yards) behind the Ark presumably to show their reverence for God. Finally, they were to consecrate themselves since the Lord was going to do wonders among them the next day. All of these instructions emphasize the holiness and majesty of God. He is set apart from us, higher and greater, and our response to this is to purify ourselves, to reverence Him and to rigorously obey Him. He, and not weapons of war, would be their key to success, so spiritual preparation was vital to His blessing.  

	2. From 3:7-13 what did God promise and command (v7, 8)? What did Joshua tell Israel (v9-10) and what did he instruct (v11-12)? Why (Josh 4:2-3)? What did he say would happen (v13)? 
	God promised Joshua that He would begin to exalt him that day in Israel’s eyes, showing them that just as He had been with Moses, He would be with Joshua. He also told Joshua to command the priests to stand still in the Jordan River. Joshua then gathered Israel to hear the words of the LORD their God, telling them that they would know that the living God was among them and that he would assuredly dispossess the Canaanites. This would occur when they saw the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth pass ahead of them and into the Jordan River. He told them that they were to select a man from each tribe and then watch as the priests stepped into the Jordan. At that moment the waters of the Jordan would stop and stand in a heap upstream. 

	3. In 3:14-17 how did the people respond (v14-15) and what happened (v16, 17)? Why was this miraculous (v15b)? 
	The people set out after the Ark of the Covenant and watched as the priests dipped their feet in the edge of the river. Instantly the waters flowing from upstream stood still and rose up in one heap at Adam, some 16 miles away. So, the people crossed the river opposite Jericho on dry ground while the priests stood still in the middle. This was miraculous for several reasons: 1) it was flood season and the river was impassable; 2) it stopped at the moment the priests touched the water; 3) the land immediately became dry; 4) the waters stood in one heap 16 miles away. Some have pointed to the possibility of an earthquake or landslide that could have caused this, but that wouldn’t account for the land becoming dry immediately or for the timing of the water stoppage at the moment the feet of the priests touched the water. This was truly a miracle that would let all of the people know (as well as the surrounding nations) that God was in their midst. 

	II. Presenting the Story (4)
	Key Idea: We are to commemorate the miraculous acts of God’s deliverance in our lives. 

	4. Looking at Joshua 4:1-7 what were the 12 men told to do and when (v1, 2-5)? Why were they to do this (v6-7)? How can we apply this today? 
	The twelve leaders, one man from each tribe, were told to take twelve stones out of the middle of the Jordan where the priests were standing and carry them over to the place where they would sleep that night. This message to them came from the Lord through Joshua, who told them that these stones would be a sign among them. This monument of stones would lead their children to ask them later about the meaning of them, and they were to tell them that they commemorated when the waters of the Jordan were stopped when the ark went into the river. This was to be a permanent memorial of how God had allowed them to pass the Jordan miraculously. We today are to commemorate the death of the Lord through the Lord’s Supper and both death to the old and entrance into a new life through the symbol of baptism. We also can commemorate our experience of being born again on an annual basis (on our born again birthday) and we can commemo-rate other significant experiences on our faith journey as God leads. This will bless us and also lead others to ask questions that provide teachable moments. 

	5. In 4:8-14 what did Israel (v8) and Joshua (v9) do? Who was there (v10)? Who crossed over (v11-13) and why was this significant? What else did this event signal (v14)? 
	Israel did just as Joshua had commanded, taking the stones from the river and putting them at their camp. They would later be taken to Gilgal about a mile and a quarter from Jericho as a permanent monument. Joshua then set up the twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan where the priests were standing as another memorial to the miraculous crossing. The priests stood there until Joshua finished doing all that God had commanded. Once all the people had crossed over the ark and the priests passed before the people. Included in the people who crossed were the tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, forty thousand crossing in battle array and equipped for war. This showed their obedience and loyalty to Joshua just as they had been obedient and loyal to Moses. The nation was indeed beginning their conquest of Canaan on the right foot. That very day as well the Lord exalted Joshua before all the people; they all revered him just as they had Moses all the days of his life. 

	6. From 4:15-24 what happened next (v15-18)? When was this and where did they camp (v19)? What did they then do and why (v20, 21-22, 24)? What were they to tell them (v22, 23, 24)?  
	The Lord then told Joshua to command the priests with the ark to come up out of the Jordan with the ark. As soon as the soles of their feet left the riverbed the waters immediately returned, flooding over the banks as before. The timing of the return of these waters clearly demonstrated the miraculous nature of this event. This occurred on the tenth of the first month, which was around Passover time, and they went to Gilgal to camp near the eastern side of Jericho. They also set up the twelve stones so that in days ahead, when the children asked about them, they would be able to share the story concerning them. They were to tell the children that those stones commemorated when Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground after the Lord their God had dried up the waters, just as He had done for their forefathers at the Red Sea. The point of this was twofold: first that the unbelieving nations would know that the hand of the Lord is mighty and secondly, that the people of the Lord, those who believed in Him, would revere Him with a holy fear. This is what the miracles of God always do – provide evidence to the unbeliever of His reality and undergird the faith of the believer in their mighty God. 

	III. Preparing for Conquest (5)
	Key Idea: Obedience is the greatest preparation for spiritual victory and God will assure us when we do.

	7. Read 5:1. Who heard about the crossing of the Jordan? How did it affect them? Explain why this was important for Israel. 
	The kings of the Amorites who lived west of the Jordan and all the kings of the Canaanites who lived near the Mediterranean Sea heard how God had dried up the waters of the Jordan. This caused their hearts to melt and there was no spirit left in them because of the sons of Israel. This was very important for Israel because it weakened the enemy’s resolve to fight them; they would be much more easily defeated as a result. Confidence is a huge factor in any battle and Israel’s enemy no longer had it. 

	8. Based on 5:2-7 what did God command Joshua (v2) and why (v4-5, 6)? How did Joshua respond (v3, 7)? What was the significance of circumcision (see Gen 17:9-14)? 
	God commanded Joshua to circumcise the sons of Israel a second time. The reason was that all the younger generation had never been circumcised, and circumcision was a sign of the Abrahamic covenant. God’s promise had been to give them the land of Canaan and their part was to be circumcised as a symbol of their loyalty to Him. The older generation had died in the wilderness because of their disobedience and their failure to circumcise their children was an example of this. They had broken their covenant with God because of this. Circumcision as a symbol represented the cutting away of the old life and a new relationship to the Lord, but the more important aspect was that it demonstrated obedience and loyalty to the Lord. 

	9. Using 5:8-12 what did Israel do next (v8) and where (v9)? What did this name signify (v9)? What else did they do (v10-11, 12) and what else occurred (v12)? Apply. 
	After Israel’s males were circumcised they remained where they were at Gilgal until they healed. The name, “Gilgal”, meant “rolling”, and the Lord told Joshua that that very day the reproach of Egypt had been rolled away. This “reproach” probably refers to the fact that they had been the slaves of the Egyptians and had been ridiculed by them. Now that they were in the land of promise and were covenanted again to the true God their reproach was gone. This parallels our life before Christ; while we were in slavery to sin we were under shame, but now in Christ that shame is gone. Also, as they camped at Gilgal they celebrated their first Passover in the land on the fourteen day and ate of the produce of the land during the Passover rite. When this occurred the manna stopped that had preserved them for forty years. This is a wonderful picture of God’s preservation and provision; as long as the need was present He gave them manna, but when the need was gone He longer provided it. He does the same for us – we often worry when money or a job is about to “run out”, but as soon as it does He provides something else. He will never leave us or forsake us. 

	10. According to 5:13-15 who did Joshua see and where (v13)? What did he ask (v13) and what did He say (v14)? How did Joshua respond (v14) and how did He answer (v15)? 
	When Joshua was by Jericho he saw a “man” standing opposite him with His sword drawn, ready to go to war. He asked Him if He was for Israel or their adversaries. He told him that rather He had indeed come as captain of the host of the LORD. When Joshua heard this he fell on his face to the earth, bowed down, and asked what his lord had to say to His servant. The Captain told him to remove his sandals because the place where he was standing was holy. The question raised here is the identity of this Captain. This was a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ (Christophany), even though He looked like a man (v15). This was similar to the three “men” that appeared to Abraham before the destruction of Sodom (Gen 18), two of which were angels, but the third was the LORD. Also, just as the LORD appeared to Moses in the burning bush, so the Captain of the host of the LORD appeared to Joshua and the place was holy because of it. God would fight for Israel in the 2nd person of the Trinity. However, He didn’t say He was for Israel, but that He was the Captain of the host of the Lord. This shows that He was for the LORD and that if Israel was also for the LORD, then He would be for Israel as well. To be blessed by God we must be in the path of God’s blessing as a result of faith and obedience.

	11 Review Joshua 3-5. How was faith and obedience shown in this story (3:13-17; 4:12-13; 5:2-8; 10)? How was the faithfulness of God seen (3:15-17; 4:14, 17-18; 5:1, 8-9, 11-12, 13-15)? 
	The priests took the ark and carried it to the edge of the Jordan and then stepped into a river overflowing its banks. This was obviously dangerous, so faith was required to obey. Also, the two and a half tribes crossed over as they had been commanded, in faith that they would be able to return once God granted them victory. Israel also brought up memorial stones from the riverbed to commemorate this miracle for the succeeding generations. Next, Israel was circumcised in obedience to the Law, even though many were grown men, as preparation to enter into battle – not the typical preparation for such an event. Finally, the nation observed the Passover on the fourteenth of the first month as commanded in the Law of Moses. God was faithful to them in all of these acts of obedience. First, when the priests touched the waters of the Jordan God stopped their flow many miles upstream and they crossed on dry ground. As soon as they exited the river, the water began to flow again. God also put the dread of Israel into the hearts of their enemies, destroying their confidence before the advance of Israel into battle. He also took away the reproach of Egypt from Israel when they got circumcised. When they observed the Passover with the produce of the land He stopped the manna as He said He would do, showing that He would provide in the new land as He had in the wilderness. Finally, He appeared to Joshua to show him that He would indeed lead His host (army) into battle before Israel. When we “trust and obey” God will always be faithful to fulfill His promises. 


