Study Questions for Galatians 1-2 – Setting the Record Straight
The Big Idea: The gospel of salvation by grace through faith came from God and is the only way that makes sense.

	I. The Source of the Gospel (1:1-12)
	Key Idea: The good news of salvation by grace through faith in Christ is God's idea, not ours.

	1. Read Gal 1:1-5. Who wrote Galatians and how does he describe himself (v1-2)? Why does this matter? What prayer does he pray for them (v3) and how does he praise God (v4-5)? 
	Paul wrote the letter of Galatians to the churches of southern Galatia - Lystra, Derbe, Iconium and Psidian Antioch (Acts 13-14), which he had founded on his first missionary journey. Although some wonder if he had northern Galatia in mind, which would be ethnic Galatia, there is no record of churches founded there or of a visit. So, these were some of the first churches he had started and he was intensely interested in their spiritual progress. This progress had been threatened by some of his critics who said that he had preached an easy way to right standing with God, through grace. This letter is devoted to refuting that position and restoring the Galatians to their place of grace, of right standing by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Because of their attempts to discredit Paul he described himself as an apostle, not sent from men or the agency of men, but one sent through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Christ from the dead. Thus, his authority came from God Himself. He then prayed for grace and peace for them from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. He then praised Jesus for giving Himself for our sins that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of God the Father. Thus, it was the Father's plan that was behind the sacrifice of the Son, so He deserves glory forevermore.

	2. Using 1:6-9 what had the Galatians done and how did this affect Paul (v6)? What was his evaluation of this (v7) and what did he say should happen to one who distorts the true gospel (v8-9)? Explain. 
	The believers in the churches of Galatia (this was probably a circular letter to be read in all those churches) had deserted the pure gospel of grace for another gospel, that of adding conformity to the Jewish law to the gospel of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. The word for "another" here means another of a different kind, not the same kind. The word for deserted means to move away from one place completely to another. This move surprised Paul because it had happened so quickly; it hadn't been that long since he had been there and now they had been "disturbed" (like water being stirred up or agitated) by some who had distorted (the word means to turn away from) the true gospel. These people, known as Judaizers, had said that in order to be right with God one must not only believe in Jesus' work but also keep the Jewish law. Paul said that anyone who preached a different gospel- which really was not "gospel" (good news) at all- should be accursed. It didn't matter if Paul and his group preached it, or even an angel from heaven - anyone preaching a different gospel should be accursed. This word means to be devoted to destruction for the sake of God, so Paul is declaring that anyone distorting the grace of God should be destroyed. It not only obscures the glory of God; it also causes great spiritual damage to those who adopt it. The truth is that any method of salvation besides grace is a works approach and will lead only to frustration because it can't be kept.

	3. From 1:10-12 what was not Paul’s reason for presenting the true gospel and why would that be a problem (v10)? Where did the gospel he preached originate (v11-12)? 
	Paul's reason for presenting the true gospel, one without works, wasn't to make it easy to keep and thereby gain the approval of men. If he were perverting the gospel to please men rather than God then he wouldn't be a bond-servant of Christ. In other words he didn't make this up for personal gain; but this gospel was given to him by Jesus Christ Himself. No man had taught it to him and he hadn't borrowed it from anyone. Rather it had come by a revelation of Jesus Christ - initially on the Damascus road when Christ stopped him cold in his tracks. He had been told at that time that he would be an apostle to the Gentiles, implying a much broader reach of God's salvation than the Jews assumed God had in mind.

	II. Support for the Gospel  (1:13-2:14)
	Key Idea: The gospel of salvation by grace through faith in Christ has been supported by true believers since the beginning.

	4. In Gal 1:13-17 describe Paul’s life before Christ (v13, 14)? Why did it change (v15-16) and what did Paul then do (v16-17)? 
	In Paul's BC life he had been advancing in Judaism beyond the norm and beyond his peers, even persecuting Christians for believing in Christ and trying to destroy the church. He was extremely zealous for the ancestral traditions. This all changed, though, when God, who had set him apart for salvation from his mother's womb (apart from any merit or good works he had), graciously called him on the Damascus road. He did this by revealing His Son to him so that he might preach Jesus to the Gentiles. When Paul thus was saved he didn't immediately consult with anyone, not even at Jerusalem, but rather went off to Arabia (where he spent time with Jesus for a period of 3 years being taught by Him) and returned once during that time to Damascus. Thus, Paul's message came from Jesus, not any human instrument.

	5. Based on 1:18-24 what did Paul do 3 years later (v18-20) and after this (v21)? Why was this significant (v22-23) and what resulted (v24)? 
	At the end of these 3 years Paul went to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas (Peter) for 15 days. He saw no other apostle except James, the half-brother of Jesus (who was not an official apostle, but was a representative of Christianity, being the leader of the church at Jerusalem). He then vowed in the sight of God that he was not lying and then continued on with his personal history. He went into regions of Syria and Cilicia, but was still unknown by the churches of Judea. This meant that no one in an official capacity had taught him this gospel of grace that he was preaching. The churches in Judea, however, were hearing how this one who had persecuted them was now preaching the faith he had tried to destroy - and they were glorifying God because of it.

	6. From 2:1-5 what occurred after 14 years and why (v1-2)? What was the positive (v3) and negative response (v4)? How did Paul handle this and why (v5)?
	After 14 years Paul went to Jerusalem, possibly to offer the gift for the famine that he had been collecting, or for the Jerusalem conference mentioned in Acts 15. More than likely it was the latter since it refers to the issue of Paul's gospel; whether it was of God or not was the issue of this conference. Paul's revelation from God on the Damascus road and the resultant gospel to the Gentiles was the reason he went to Jerusalem and when he went he submitted this gospel to the leaders there. They didn't even require Titus to get circumcised, meaning that they didn't consider keeping the Jewish law essential for salvation. The necessity for the meeting was not because of the leaders who opposed Paul's gospel, but rather the false brethren, the Judaizers, who had sneaked into the fellowship to spy out the freedom of the grace-based life. During this meeting, though, Paul didn't yield to them for even an hour so that the truth of the gospel would abide in the Galatian believers (as well as the rest to whom Paul had preached).

	7. Looking at 2:6-10 what did those of stature not do for Paul (v6)? What did they do instead (v9-10) and why (v8-9)? How did Paul respond (v10)? 
	The leaders of the church at Jerusalem who had status (although that didn't mean anything to Paul) contributed nothing to Paul's message; instead they realized that he had been entrusted with the gospel to the Gentiles (uncircumcised) like Peter had to the Jews (circumcised). Paul knew that this apostleship had come from God for both him and Peter. The reputed pillars of the church at Jerusalem (the original church), James, Cephas, and John, acknowledged the grace of God had been given to Paul. So, they gave him and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship that they might take the gospel back to the Gentiles, while they went to the Jews. Their only caution was that they should remember the poor, which was Paul's intention anyway.

	8. Using 2:11-14 what occurred at Antioch (v11)? Why did Paul react this way (v12-14) and what did he say to Cephas (v14)?
	When Paul went back to Antioch he had a confrontation with Peter. The reason was Peter's hypocrisy; he had eaten with the Gentiles until the Judaizers showed up. Then, because of his fear of their disapproval he withdrew from the Gentiles and began to eat only with Jews, as if he considered the Gentiles unclean. Paul had to confront this because the rest of the Jews - including Barnabas - who had been accepting the Gentile believers also were beginning to follow Peter's example. In Paul's words they were not being straightforward about the truth of the gospel; they believed it was by grace and had even begun to live without the restrictions of the Jewish law. But now they were acting like they believed it again - this was hypocrisy and deceit. Paul asked Peter why he was now compelling Gentiles to live like Jews since by his own example he obviously believed that one didn't have to keep the law to be a Christian.

	III. Sensibleness of the Gospel (2:15-21)
	Key Idea: Since the Law can't be kept perfectly, righteousness by grace through faith in Christ is the only way that makes sense.

	9. Read 2:15-16. How is one justified (declared right) in God’s sight (v16)? What doesn’t work and why (v16)? Who does this apply to (v15)? 
	A person is declared to be right or justified (a legal term denoting both to make one righteous and to allow them to satisfy the punishment for the crime) in God's sight by faith in Christ Jesus alone. It is not by keeping the works of the law; if it were no one would be justified because no one can keep it perfectly. Thus, the only way to be right in God's eyes is through Jesus because He is the only one who kept the Law perfectly - both through positive obedience and as a perfect sacrifice for the crime. This applies to both Jews, who have always been "under the Law" and to Gentiles who have not had the Jewish law, thus considered "sinners" (although Jews and Gentiles are obviously both sinners).

	10. According to 2:17-18 what will “justified” people do (v17)? Who is not to blame for this (v17)? Who is to blame and why (v18)? 
	Although we are declared right in God's sight justified people still sin; while we have a new nature, we still have an old nature - the flesh - that will stay in control as much as we allow it. We also try to live under the Law because it is our way of attempting to retain control over God (see the elder brother in the Prodigal Son parable). However. when we do this we prove ourselves to be transgressors because we can't keep the Law. So, God is not to blame for my sin incurred while having been justified by faith - I am the one who has gone back under the Law. So, my sin doesn't nullify the beauty of God's grace or the effectiveness of it; it simply shows my disobedience. Actually, His continuing forgiveness of my sins shows the glory of His grace even more greatly.

	11. In 2:19-21 what did the Law do to us (v19) and for us (v19)? What is our present state (v20), how do we now live and why (v20)? What, therefore, must we not do, and why (v21)? 
	Through the Law we died to the Law, meaning that when violated God's standard given to us. We can't keep the Law, and when we sin the payment for this sin is death. So, we are dead in our trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1). The good news, though, is that now we can live in our new nature to God. Our present state is, having been crucified with Christ, we (the old us) no longer live; the flesh with its sin has been nailed to cross where we identified with Christ. In our new nature we are inhabited by the Spirit of Christ, so even though the old me with its sin is officially dead, the new me is alive in Christ. This new life is lived by faith in the Son of God who loved me and delivered Himself up for me. Thus, when I live according to this new way of life - in Christ and not in my old flesh - I do not nullify the grace of God. In other words I don't make His sacrifice and gift of salvation to me meaningless by trying to keep the Law to be right with God. I am right with God by virtue of Christ's death on the cross to pay for my sins and His righteousness being applied to me by faith. This is the only way to be right with God, by faith; and this is the reason Christ died on the cross. Otherwise, if keeping the Law could make us righteous Christ would have died for nothing. Therefore, we must not try to be right with God by keeping the Law; we must accept God's gift of salvation through Christ's death on the cross by faith. That is what makes us righteous in God's eyes.

	12. Reviewing Gal 1-2 explain the source of the true gospel (1:1-12), describe the support that the gospel first received (1:13-2:14), and the sensibleness of the gospel versus a Law based salvation (2:15-21). What does this mean to you?
	The source of the gospel, of righteousness that comes by grace through faith in Christ's finished work on the cross, is the revelation of God. No man could have conceived of such a way to restore rebellious, fallen man back to God, because it meant that God Himself would have to provide Himself as a sacrifice for man's sin. So, God Himself had to make this way of salvation known to man; he didn't conceive it himself. Additionally, even though the way that most Jews and most people normally think of being right with God is by doing good things or keeping the Jewish Law, because this grace way of righteousness was so obviously from God, it received great support in the early church, both from its leaders and the churches. Having been revealed and practiced the gospel makes perfect sense. This is because the Law, being impossible to keep, could never be the way to be right with God, thus God had to provide an effective way, which is Jesus Christ. He lived a perfect life, and then died as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. Thus, God has provided righteousness from Himself that obviously He can accept. All who accept His gift and way of righteousness by faith in Christ can thus live in right standing before Him. There is no need to return to a works-based lifestyle and theology. All we must do is accept His gift of salvation and live in a response of gratitude to the grace He has shown us.


