Daniel 3-4 Daily Study Questions
Big Idea: Men of honor uncompromisingly stand for their convictions, fearlessly speak the truth, and humbly acknowledge true greatness and its source. 
	I. Men of Honor Remain True to Their Beliefs (3:1-30)
	Key Idea: No matter what the outcome may be men of honor refuse to compromise their beliefs for anyone or anything. 

	1. Read Dan 3:1-6.  Describe the image (v1). What did the king command (v2-5) and what was the penalty for non-compliance (v6)? Why do you think the king did this? 
	This image that Nebuchadnezzar ordered was 60 cubits high (a cubit is approximately 18” long, so this was 90ft tall) and 6 cubits wide (9ft). To the Hebrew the usage of two “6”s would have symbolized man, in opposition to God (much like “666”). This image was overlaid with gold to be set up in the plain of Dura for all to see. The king commanded that all the governmental officials come to the dedication of the image, and when they were assembled the herald commanded them all at the sound of the music to fall down and worship it. If anyone failed to comply they would be immediately cast into a furnace of blazing fire. There seems to be a logical connection with the king’s dream recorded in Daniel 2 and the setting up of this image. Even though there may have been a substantial lapse of time between these two events, apparently the king remembered that he would be the head of gold, but forgot that three or four other kingdoms would replace him. The other historical connection may relate to Babylon’s conquest of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Since every victory in the ancient world was attributed to a nation’s gods a Babylonian victory over Judah would have made Nebuchadnezzar proud, leading to a Babylonian statue for worship. Apply: People love to build monuments to themselves, although most of us aren’t as overt as Nebuchadnezzar. He did what we often do – begin to fantasize about how great we will be while forgetting that this greatness is a gift and is only short-lived. Since he had no human limitations, being the king of the world, he simply acted out what is deep within the human heart – pride. It is a little scary to contemplate what people would do if they knew they could get away with it. He is an example of why we all need people in our lives who will hold us accountable. . 

	2. Looking at 3:7-12 how did the people respond (v7) and who was the exception (v12)? How did the king find out (v8-12) and what does that reveal?
	Everyone obeyed the king’s command to fall down and worship the image except Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. The king found out about this because certain Chaldeans (the caste of wise men) called it to his attention. They inflamed him by first calling them “certain Jews”, and then telling him that they had disregarded him, and that they neither served his gods, nor worshiped the golden image he had set up. They made it appear that they had done everything in order to show disrespect for Nebuchadnezzar. They probably resented the fact that these outsiders, who worshiped another God, had been appointed over the important province of Babylon; they also had prejudice, it appears, towards them as Jews. This is not surprising since Jews have always been persecuted as God’s chosen people. Apply: When people go against the grain it makes others uncomfortable - most choose to simply go along to get along. God, however, is worthy of our loyalty whether He chooses to deliver us in this life or not. We can expect persecution if we stand up for what we believe, but how we respond when put to the test reveals what our greatest values are. As Jesus said, “He who confesses Me before men, him will I confess before My Father in heaven”.  If Jesus, His kingdom, and His righteous-ness is our highest value He will provide what we need and our life will pleasing to Him. 

	3. From 3:13-18 how did the king react (v13-14) and what did he believe (v15)? What were the 3 parts of Daniel’s friends’ answer (v16, 17, 18) and why was each part a good model for us?
	The king’s reaction was predictable – he took grave offense to their disobedience/disrespect, exhibiting rage and anger, and ordered that they be brought before him. He questioned the truth of the report, then commanded that they fall down and worship when the music sounded again. Otherwise, they would be cast into the blazing fire; then he asked what “god” would be able to deliver them out of his hands. The three Hebrew young men first said that they did not need to give him an answer – meaning that that question was so ridiculous that it did not deserve an answer, or that it was so out touch with the truth (which is that their God, Yahweh, can deliver) that an answer wasn’t needed. Secondly, they said that God, if He chose, could deliver them out of furnace of blazing fire but, thirdly, if He chose not to do so they were still not going to serve his gods or worship the golden image he had set up. This was a good model for us because they first let the king know that he wasn’t in control – they didn’t fear him because they had a greater power on their side. Secondly, they let the king know that their God could deliver, and that even if He didn’t they were still going to serve Him and not Nebuchadnezzar. They believed in their God and were loyal to their God, even to the point of death; they acknowledged that He was in control rather than them. We must not fear man, we must trust God, and we must acknowledge that whatever He does is okay with us. Apply: When we refuse to succumb to those who think they have power they will often have a violent reaction. As it says, “power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely”. So, we should not be surprised when people are insulted when we refuse to obey them rather than God; we should also not let them intimidate us because God holds all the power, not them. Furthermore, we should not expect God to deliver us because He is worthy of our loyalty whether we survive or not. We must fearlessly stand up for God and count it a blessing if we are delivered and a privilege if we suffer. 

	4. Using Daniel 3:19-23 how did the Jews’ answer affect the king (v19) and what did he do (v19, 20-21, 23)? How hot was the fire (v22)? 
	When the king heard this he was filled with wrath and his facial expression was altered; he then ordered the furnace to be heated seven times hotter than normal. He then commanded his valiant warriors to tie them up and throw them into the fire. This was done, with the three Hebrews being tied up and thrown in the furnace with their clothes on. The fire was so hot that when these valiant warriors threw the Hebrews in the furnace the heat killed them. Apply: People often do foolish things when they are controlled by rage; we must not let this rage scare us away from serving God. He is still more powerful than the most powerful of violent men. 

	5. In 3:24-27 what amazing thing did the king see (v24-25), and who was this (v25)? What was his next move (v26) and discovery (v27)? 
	The king was astounded and quickly stood up when he saw four men loosed and walking about in the fire without apparent harm. One of these had a divine appearance to him. It makes sense to believe that this was God/Jesus in His pre-incarnate form although it doesn’t say that. Nebuchadnezzar then called out to the three Hebrews, “Come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here”. They did this and when they did there was no effect from the fire to be found on them – they were not hurt, their clothes were not damaged, not a hair was singed, and not even the hint of smoke was on them. Obviously this miracle led Nebu-chadnezzar to acknowledge that Daniel’s God was the “Most High God” (the Aramaic version of El Elyon). Apply: This story shows us that God does amazing things for His people whether they expect them or not. These things bless His people and bring Him glory to the watching world. But, they are done through the channel of our obedience most of the time. This story also shows us that He does not allow us to go through anything alone – He is always there with us, walking with us through the biggest problems of life. 

	6. Looking at 3:28-30 what effect did the Jews’ deliverance have on Nebuchadnezzar (v28) and what did he do (v29, 30)? What does this story teach us? 
	Nebuchadnezzar was “blown away” by what had occurred. He blessed (praised) the God of the three Hebrews for sending His angel to deliver His servants who had put their trust in Him. He understood that they had violated his command and yielded up their bodies because of this trust in their God, and had refused to serve or worship any god but their own God. Because of their testimony and God’s support of them the king decreed that anyone who spoke offensively against this God would be torn to pieces and their houses reduced to rubbish, since there was no other god who could deliver in this way. Furthermore, the king caused the three Hebrews to prosper even more in the province of Babylon. This story shows us that when we really take a stand for God and abandon ourselves to Him He will vindicate both us as well as Him. Apply: When we willingly “go to the wall” for the Lord He will do some incredible things to bless us and reveal Himself to unbelievers. It is a choice that we must make, just as Jesus did for us, if the world is to be reconciled to Him. 

	II. Men of Honor Reveal the Truth            to Others (4:4-27)
	Key Idea: Regardless of the reaction men of honor speak the truth to others because it is good for them and honors God. 

	7. According to 4:1-3 (which is the outcome of the story of Daniel 4—see 4:34-35) what seemed good to the king (v2) and what praise did he give God (v3)? 
	It seemed good to Nebuchadnezzar to praise the Most High God for the signs and wonders which He had done for the king. He declared the greatness of God’s signs and the might of His wonders, and that God’s kingdom would be eternal and His dominion (rule) would be over all generations. This is an amazing declaration for a pagan king. The story that follows reveals how he came to that point. Apply: This chapter begins and ends with Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony about God’s ultimate rule over all things. Sometimes it takes hitting the bottom like he did to see that we are not really the “king of the world”, but God is. This reveals how God works to show people His power and their dependence on Him whether we are involved or not. However, as the rest of the story shows He uses us to reveal this truth to an unbelieving world. This story is a contrast to Jonah who begrudgingly told the truth and Nineveh turned back; Daniel gladly told the truth and desired to see Nebuchadnezzar repent.  

	8. From 4:4-12 describe the good part of the king’s dream (v10-12). Who did he get to interpret it (v8) and why (v8-9)? 
	The good part of the king’s dream was that a tree (him) in the earth grew large, strong, and as high as the sky so that it was visible to the entire earth. Its foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant. It fed all living creatures and provided them shade from the heat. All of this referred to Nebuchadnezzar in his glory. He got Daniel, now chief of the magicians (Chaldeans) to interpret this dream because he knew that “a spirit of the holy gods” was in him. Apply: God does indeed exalt people to very high places, and He does it so that they will be a blessing to others. Unfortunately, when these great things happen we think we are responsible, as the rest of this story shows. 

	9. Using 4:13-18 describe the bad part of the king’s dream (v13-16), and the point of the dream (v17). 
	Unfortunately, there was a turn in the dream that was bad for Nebuchadnezzar. An angel descended from heaven and commanded that the tree be chopped down, its branches cut off, its foliage stripped and its fruit scattered. The birds and the beasts would flee away and all that would be left was a stump with roots and a band of iron and bronze. This stump would be in the new grass of the field, would be drenched with dew, its mind (literally, “heart”) would be changed from that of a man to a beast for seven years. The reason for this dream was for Nebuchadnezzar to know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows this rule upon whomever He wishes – and sets it over even the lowliest of men. Apply: Life has its ups and downs even when we are faithful to God; how much more when we are self-centered and proud. We must take these things in stride and always give thanks in all things. We are not pawns in some game; it’s just that we live in a fallen world and life right now will not always be good. So, we must learn how to fulfill God’s purpose in everything, whether good or bad.

	10. Looking at 4:19-27 what was the meaning of the dream (v20-22, 23-26) and why was it given (v26)? What did Daniel advise (v27)? 
	The meaning of the dream was that Nebuchadnezzar had, like the tree, become strong and great, his majesty had become great, reaching to the sky, and his dominion had extended to the end of the earth. However, just like the dream, this would come to an end for seven years. He would be chopped down from his high position and given the heart (inner motivations) of a beast, living away from mankind in the open field and eating grass – until he recognized that the Most High is ruler over all mankind and bestows this rule on whomever He wishes. When he finally acknowledged that it is Heaven that rules he would be restored to head over his kingdom. Daniel’s advice was that he immediately break away from his sins by doing righteousness, and from his iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. This might possibly prolong his prosperity. This was a bold statement by Daniel, but he had always fearlessly lived by the truth. Apply: God wants to bless us, but He wants us to give Him the glory for it. That is how He made us, to always acknowledge the order of creation – we come from God and owe Him all the glory. Just as Daniel told the king what was going to happen if he didn’t repent, so we know what will happen if we violate His Word and don’t repent. The best thing to do is to repent and follow Him at the very moment our sins are revealed to us. As Heb 3:7-8 says, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts….” 

	III. Men of Honor Respect True Greatness  (4:1-3, 28-37)
	Key Idea: When we finally understand that true greatness comes from God alone we will become men of honor. 

	11. Based on 4:28-33 how was the dream fulfilled (v31-33) and why did it happen when it did (v28-30)? What does this show?
	The dream was fulfilled twelve months later after Nebuchadnezzar was walking on his roof one evening. He was looking at the city and said to himself, “Is this not Babylon the great which I myself have built as a royal residence by the power of my might and for the glory of my majesty?” While these words were in his mouth a voice came from heaven declaring the prophesied judgment. The king was driven away from people and lived in the field for seven years until his hair had grown long like eagles’ feathers and his nails long like birds’ claws. This part of the story shows that God is patient, allowing people time to repent; however, when they arrogantly and blatantly begin to take the glory reserved for God He does discipline or pass judgment on them. God always abases the proud and exalts the humble. God created us to be in submission to Him and dependent on Him, and when we step out of that divine order He must correct us. Apply: Sometimes we think we have gotten away with discipline that God has promised just because a period of time elapses between the time of the sin and the consequences of it. However, just like David and Bathsheba, God will wait for a period of time to allow us to repent, but when it becomes apparent (to us) that we won’t, He takes action. The only wise thing to do is to repent when God brings a matter to our attention, and to be in a position of accountability so that we will have our blind spots revealed to us by someone who cares. 

	12. In 4:34-37 what happened at the end of 7 years (v34-35) and what did that lead to (v36)? What did the king learn (v37)? 
	At the end of seven years Nebuchadnezzar raised his eyes towards heaven (only people really do this – rarely does an animal look at the sky) – to talk to God – and his reason (literally, knowledge) returned to him. At that point he blessed the Most High and honored Him who lives forever. He declared that His dominion is eternal with His kingdom lasting from generation to generation. He finally realized that all the earth’s inhabitants amount to nothing when it comes to God’s execution of His will. He does His will among all the angels and among those on the earth and no one can stop Him or question what He has done. This repentant declaration led to the restoration of his sanity, which in turn led to His reestablishment as ruler over Babylon with all of its attendant majesty. He had learned, though, that the King of heaven’s works are true and His ways just, and that He is able to humble those who walk in pride. Apply: Even pagan kings can believe the greatness of God and realize that they are not the ultimate power. It only makes sense for us to live a life of humility and allow God to be the One who receives all honor as we seek to please Him. 


