Exodus 4-6 Lesson Notes – No Problemo!
The Big Idea: Even when pressure comes, God has already made preparation to deliver us as He promised. 
	I. Preparation for Deliverance (4)
	Key Idea: God provides what we need to prepare us to be used by Him, but also requires that we prepare ourselves. 

	1. Read Exodus 4:1-9. What was Moses’ concern (v1) and what three signs did God give him to overcome this (v2-5, 6-8, 9)? What was the purpose of these signs (v5)?
	Moses feared that his people would not believe him or even listen to what he had to say concerning God’s plan to deliver them by his leadership. This made sense because the last encounter he had with them was when he had been rejected trying to stop a fight between two of them. God gave him three signs to not only give Moses confidence in himself, but to give the Israelites confidence not only in Moses’ authority from God, and also confidence in God in God Himself. People can trust us when they know that God is working through us, and this was His purpose for Moses. The three signs were first Moses staff that would become a snake when he threw it down, and a staff when he picked it back up. The second was that of Moses’ hand becoming leprous when he put it on his chest and of being restored when he put it back again. The final sign which foreshadowed the first plague was that of Moses being able to take water from the Nile River that turned to blood when it was poured on the ground. God gave him three signs due to the possibility that they might not be convinced by the first or second sign. He is always committed to the success of His plans. 

	2. From 4:10-17 what other “excuse” did Moses have (v10) and how did God answer (v11-12)? How did Moses respond (v13) and what effect did this have on God (v14, 15-17)? Apply. 
	Moses had first asked “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring Israel out of Egypt?” (3:11). This may have been a legitimate question since he had been working in obscurity in Midian for forty years. God’s answer was that He would be with him, so it didn’t really matter who he was. He was qualified because God called him. His second question was what he should say when the sons of Israel asked him the name of the God of their fathers (3:13). This, too, was legitimate because God was about to reveal Himself in a more personal way by His memorial name forever - Yahweh, Jehovah (I am who I am) – the covenant keeping God of Israel. However, his third question was more of an excuse although God was patient with him about this as well. He wanted to know what to do if they would not believe him or listen to him (4:1), and that’s when God gave him the three signs. However, Moses’ fourth “push back” was “please Lord, I have never been eloquent – at any time past or present – and I am slow in speech and tongue.” In other words he just didn’t want to do it because of his sense of inadequacy. God reminded him, however, that He was the One who made man’s mouth, made him dumb or deaf, seeing or blind; He is in charge of both ends of the conversation, speaking and listening. So, He told him to go and He would be with his mouth to teach him what to say. Finally, though, Moses just simply said “Send someone else”. This caused God’s anger to burn against him so He gave the privilege of speaking for Him to someone else - Aaron, his brother. God would speak to Moses, he would convey that to Aaron, and God would be with both of them when they went to Pharaoh. This story shows us that God will be patient with our fears if we will just be obedient; but when we refuse to do His will this angers Him to the point that He will give the privilege to someone else. 

	3. Using 4:18-23 what did Moses request (v18) and how did Jethro respond (v18)? What did God tell Moses to do (v19) and say to Pharaoh (21-23)? What did he do (v20)? 
	Moses then went back to Midian and asked Jethro if he could return to Egypt to see if his people were still alive and Jethro told him to “Go in peace”. The Lord told Moses that the men who were seeking his life forty years before were now dead so it was time to return to Egypt. He was to go back and perform the wonders that God gave him before Pharaoh; but after all the signs occurred, his heart would be hardened against Him anyway. In the end Moses was to say in behalf of God that Israel was His son, His firstborn; since Pharaoh had refused to release him God would kill his firstborn. With all of this in mind Moses placed his wife and son on a donkey and they all headed back to Egypt. 

	4. From Exodus 4:24-31 what marital conflict arose and why (v24-26)? How did God prepare the way before Moses (v27-28) and what were the results (v29-30, 31)? 
	As they were spending the night on the way the Lord sought to put Moses to death, presumably because he had failed to circumcise his son according to the Abrahamic covenant. This apparently caused an argument between him and Zipporah, but she finally relented, circumcised her son, threw the foreskin at Moses’ feet and called him a name, “you are a bloody bridegroom to me”. He had no choice but to carry out this ritual, though, because he would be talking to the Jewish people as a Jew, not an Egyptian. Having been obedient to God, He then prepared Moses for success by sending Aaron to him so he could tell him God’s plan. So, when they entered Egypt they assembled the elders of Israel, spoke all the words of the LORD, and performed the three signs in their sight. When they heard the LORD was concerned about them they believed and bowed low and worshiped Him. 

	II. Pressure for Deliverance (5)
	Key Idea: Pain will always intensify the pressure for a solution, but we must wait in faith for God’s perfect timing. 

	5. In 5:1-9 what was asked of Pharaoh (v1) and how did he react (v2)? What did Moses and Aaron then say (v3) and what was the response (v4, 5, 6-9)? 
	Pharaoh was asked by Moses and Aaron (Aaron was the mouthpiece) to let their people, Israel, go because God had told them to celebrate a feast to him in the wilderness. This wasn’t necessarily a request for a permanent liberation, just a temporary respite from the slavery under which they labored. It was the first stage of God’s revealing of Pharaoh’s hardness of heart. Pharaoh’s question revealed this as he said “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?” Furthermore, he said he didn’t even know the LORD, and firmly said “I will not let Israel go”. Moses and Aaron’s reply was that they were in danger of God’s punishment if they didn’t do it, but Pharaoh stood firm, refusing to let the Hebrews be drawn away from their work. He had come to realize that their laborious slavery not only demoralized them but also produced an economic benefit. However, he decided to turn up the heat so that they wouldn’t make such a request again, calling on their taskmasters to stop giving them straw for their bricks without changing their quota. Pharaoh considered them lazy and accused them of lying about their “God” telling them to sacrifice to Him. 

	6. Looking at 5:10-14 what was required of the people (v10-12, 13)? What happened to the Hebrew foremen (v14)? 
	The people had to scatter throughout Egypt to look for stubble for straw to be used in the brick-making. Furthermore, they were pressed hard by the foreman to complete the same quota they had been given when the straw was provided. When the number of bricks declined the Hebrew foremen were then beaten by Pharaoh’s taskmasters for not meeting their quotas. 

	7. Using 5:15-23 how did the foremen respond (v15, 16) and what was Pharaoh’s answer (v17, 18)? What results did this cause (v19, 20-21, 22-23)? Apply. 
	After the Hebrew foremen were beaten they personally went to Pharaoh to ask why he was dealing with them so harshly and unfairly. They protested that it was the Egyptians who were responsible for the shortfall because they had changed the rules. Pharaoh, however, told them it was their fault because they were just lazy, which is the reason they had wanted the break. He said he would not change the new rules so they would have to meet their former quota, but with no straw. This made the foremen realize they were in trouble so they went to Moses and Aaron and blamed them for Pharaoh’s attitude; they asked that God would judge them for making them smell like stench to Pharaoh and his servants and for putting a sword in their hand to kill them. Then, Moses returned to the Lord and blamed Him for bringing harm to His people, asking why he had sent Moses if they were not going to be delivered. Of course God had told him that Pharaoh would resist, so he should have expected this. However, this is so typical of people; when they hurt they want to blame someone else even though it is not their fault. As they say “hurt people hurt others”. Because pain screams at us so loudly we are often impatient for the solution even when we have been told in advance that pain will first be involved in it. The best thing for the recipients of that blame to do is to not take it too much to heart and pray for those who blame as well as pray to God for patience while He is carrying out His will. 

	III. Promise of Deliverance (6)
	Key Idea: God promises to deliver His people and nothing will stop Him. 

	8. Read 6:1-9. What did God promise Moses (v1) and what did He tell him (v2-3, 4, 5)? What else did He promise (v3, 6, 7, 8) and how did the people respond to this news? Why (v9)?
	God promised Moses that Pharaoh would let his people go by His compulsion and he would drive them out of the land. He told him that He had appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty (El Shaddai) but He had not revealed Himself as Yahweh, His covenant or personal name. He reaffirmed that He had promised to give them the land of Canaan, and let Moses know that He had heard their groaning due to their bondage. Moses was to therefore say to them that the LORD was going to extricate them from the burdens of the Egyptians, redeeming them with an outstretched arm and mighty judgments. He would then take them for His people and would be their God and they would know that it was He who had accomplished this. He would then take them to the land of promise and give it to their descendants as a possession. Moses told them all God had said, but because they were so despondent over their cruel bondage they didn’t listen to him. They had fallen into the trap of believing that nothing ever changes because they had left God out of the equation. 

	9. In 6:10-13, 28-30 what did God tell Moses again (v10-11) and what was His basis (v28-29)? How did Moses respond again (v12, 30)? What should we learn from this? 
	God told Moses to again go to Pharaoh to let Israel go out of Egypt. Moses’ response was that if the sons of Israel hadn’t listened to him then Pharaoh wouldn’t either since he was unskilled in speech. He hadn’t yet understood that it was not his ability but God’s that would bring about their deliverance. It is significant that God’s plan was to use Moses to accomplish this rather than just doing it Himself. His method is always to use His people to carry out His plans. He doesn’t need us, but He wants to bless us by using us. 

	10. From 6:14-27 whose genealogy is given (v20) and why is this important (v26-27)? Trace their genealogy (v16-19, 20, 23-25). 
	The genealogy of Moses and Aaron is given in these verses since they are going to be God’s major instruments to accomplish the next phase of His plan for His people. The genealogy of Moses and Aaron is their great grandfather Levi, who had Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. Kohath had Amram who married Jochabed, and they had Moses and Aaron. Aaron’s descendants, who became the clan of the priests, were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, although Nadab and Abihu were killed later when they offered unacceptable incense before the Lord. Eleazar and his wife bore Phineas who later boldly carried out God’s justice, leading to God’s sanctioning of the Levites as the tribe that would bear service to the priests. 

	11. Summarize Moses’ concerns and the way God overcame them, along with Israel’s problems and the way He overcame them. What principles can we gain from this? 
	Moses was concerned over his rejection by the Israelites and by Pharaoh since he considered himself unskilled in speech. He also had a past that had never been resolved and so feared that it would get him in trouble if he had to confront it. So, his excuses, while somewhat valid, were basically just smokescreens to keep him from possibly failing. God patiently gave Moses and answer for each excuse because He was determined to use him. He had a plan that included pain because when the deliverance from pain came He alone would get the glory. Moses’ five excuses were 1) who am I 2) who are You 3) how will they believe me 4) I am slow of speech and 5) just send someone else. God’s answers were 1) I will be with you so it doesn’t matter who you are 2) My name is Yahweh, I am that I am, the personal covenant name of God 3) I am giving you three signs so they will be convinced of your authority 4) I made your mouth so I can overcome your ineloquence and 5) I will send Aaron to be your mouthpiece. It is amazing that God was so committed to using Moses and was so patient with him. Much like Jonah he couldn’t outrun God with his excuses; this shows us that it is much better just to trust Him and let Him use us as He wills. Even when the pressure intensified from the side of evil (Pharaoh) God was still on course with His plan and would show Himself mighty to Pharaoh and loyal to His people as He carried it out. As Ps 103:19 says, “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens and His sovereignty rules over all.” It is so much wiser to simply trust Him. 


