A Chicken in Every Pot (Matt 14:22-36; Mark 6:33-37; John 6:5-40)
The Big Idea: While Jesus is able to meet our physical needs, the greatest need He wants to meet for us is our spiritual need for eternal life through a relationship with Him. 
	I. Compassionately Feeding Others (Mark 6:33-37; John 6:5-15)
	Key Idea: The needs of others must take priority over the practicality of the task. 

	1. Read Mark 6:33-37. What did the disciples want Jesus to do (v35-36) and why (v37)? What did Jesus say (v37) and why do you think He did (v33-34)? What can we learn from this?  
	Because it was getting late and it was time to eat the disciples wanted Jesus to send the crowds back home. However, Jesus told them to give them something to eat, so they contemplated how to feed them, considering that if they went and bought food they would have to spend two hundred denarii (a denarii equals a day’s wages) to feed them. Besides that, according to John 6, they didn’t even know where they would buy so much food. The entire idea seemed impossible, but Jesus was filled with compassion for the crowds who were without spiritual shepherds and He wanted to meet their needs. Following Jesus’ lead we must not look at the practicality of a task first; the needs of people must have the greater priority. This will lead us to consider how to fulfill God’s love for them rather than simply dismissing it as impossible. He has ways to accomplish what He wants to do, so we must see it from His viewpoint. 

	2. Using John 6:5-10. What “test” was Jesus giving the disciples (v5-7)? What resources did they have (v8-9, 10) and what two things was Jesus trying to teach them (v9-10)?  
	Jesus wanted to test the disciples’ faith so He told them to feed the crowds, even though they didn’t have the apparent resources. He knew the miracle He was about to perform, but He wanted them to use it to build their faith, which is the purpose of the tests that God brings our way. In addition to teaching them about His great ability to provide from almost nothing, He also wanted them to teach to them the priority of people’s needs, which was the reason for His command to feed them. Their only obvious resources were those of a young boy who had five barley loaves and two fish. But the real resource was Jesus Himself, which they failed to take into account.  

	3. From John 6:11-15 how did Jesus accomplish this miracle (v11) and what were the results (v12-13, 14-15)? Who did the people think Jesus was (compare Deut 18:15)? 
	Jesus accomplished this miracle as He did most of them, simply by a word. He took the loaves and gave thanks to the Father for them, then distributed them, doing the same with the fish. There were five thousand men, plus women and children, all seated in groups of fifty. When they had eaten and were satisfied, Jesus told them to gather up the leftovers, and there were twelve baskets full of fragments. This led the people to declare that Jesus was “the Prophet” who was to come into the world. This was a reference to Deut 18:15 in which Moses prophesied that God would raise up a prophet like him that they would listen to. This was widely believed to be a reference to the coming Messiah, so in essence they were saying that Jesus was the Messiah that was coming. That is why Jesus knew that they were intending to come and by force anoint Him as their king. Since it was not yet His time, and since their motives were impure, He withdrew from them to a mountain alone. 

	II. Calling for Genuine Faith                (Matt 14:22-33)
	Key Idea: Jesus wants His people to have genuine faith in Him, so He leads us to experiences beyond our ability to encourage this. 

	4. In Matt 14:22-27 (see also John 6:16-21) what did Jesus do next (v22-23)? What happened to the disciples (v24), what did Jesus do (v25, 27), and how did they react (v26)? 
	Jesus made His disciples get into a boat ahead of Him, possibly telling them He would catch up with them. This would enable Him to go to the mountain to pray by Himself. As the disciples went across the sea the wind grew strong, causing the boat to be battered by the waves, and they had to row very hard to move forward. They were many stadia from the shore (a stadia is about 600 feet, so assuming they were at least 4 stadia away, they were at least a mile and half into the sea. Also, Jesus came to them in the fourth watch of the night, the period between 3 and 6 am. So, they had been alone for eight or nine hours when Jesus came towards them walking on the water. It is said in Mark 6:48 that He intended to pass by them, even though He saw they were straining against the oars. Just as the earlier storm incident, Jesus wasn’t going to simply “fix” this problem for them; He wanted to teach them something from it, that they would be okay if they were following His will and simply trusting Him. When He approached, though, they became afraid, supposing it was a ghost. He told them to take courage and not fear because this was not a ghost, but Jesus Himself. In John we see that this calmed all of them down and they received Him into the boat. But there was another part of the story between their misperception and Jesus’ words that Matthew records. 

	5. According to Matt 14:28-33 what did Peter say (v28) and how did Jesus answer (v29)? What happened (v29-30) and why (v30-31)? What was the overall result of this (v32-33)?
	After Jesus initially spoke Peter answered and said “Lord if it is you command me to come to you on the water”, so Jesus told him, “Come”. Peter began walking on the water towards Him, but as he did he looked around at effect of the wind and began to sink. He then cried out saying, “Lord, save me”. Jesus immediately extended His hand to him and Peter, taking hold of it, was saved. Jesus then described them as men of little faith and asked why they doubted. This referred to their doubt in His overall protection of them and in Peter’s specific fear of the waves. When Peter and Jesus got into the boat the wind stopped and they all worshiped Him saying that He was certainly God’s Son. This shows that their overall understanding was moving towards Jesus as God Himself, and not just as the Messiah. 

	III. Confronting False Belief               (Matt 14:34-36; John 6:22-40)
	Key Idea: Jesus always confronts superficial or false belief in Him, and instead leads people to true belief. 

	6. Look at Matt 14:34-36. What occurred when they disembarked (v34-35)? How does this show the extent of Jesus’ fame and why was He so famous (v36)? 
	When Jesus and His disciples went ashore the men of that place recognized Him and sent word of His presence to all the surrounding district. Then, all who were sick were brought to Him and they began to beg Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak to be healed. Those who did were indeed healed, as well as the rest who were brought to Jesus. This shows that Jesus was becoming very well known at this point in His ministry due to the many miracles, especially of healing, that He was performing. 

	7. Using John 6:22-27 what did the multitude discover (v22), what did they do about it (v23-24), and what did they ask (v25)? How did Jesus respond (v26-27) and why (v27)? 
	The crowds came the next day on the other side of the lake and found Jesus, but realized that He had not taken a boat across the lake. Others came to find Jesus on the western side of the lake, and not finding Him, also went to the other side of the lake. When they all arrived they asked Him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” Jesus was not impressed with their search for Him, though; He told them that the only reason they were looking for Him was that they had been filled with the food He had miraculously provided and not because they had been convinced by this sign that He was the Son of God. He then told them to not work (labor) for the food which perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life. This would come from the Son of Man because He was the One upon whom the Father, even God, had set His seal. 

	8. Read John 6:28-29. What was the multitudes’ question (v28) and what was Jesus’ answer (v29)? Explain this and why it is so important. 
	The multitudes asked Jesus what they should do to be able to work the works of God, as opposed to working for the food that perishes. Jesus told them the work of God was to believe on Him whom He has sent. This was significant teaching for them and us, because they were accustomed to doing work for God so they could be right with God. The work that Jesus called for though, was the “work” of faith – believing on Him whom God has sent. Faith is the only way to be right with God because faith accepts what God has done for us rather than offering God what we have done to be acceptable in His sight. Faith gives God the glory, while all other works give us the glory. The other aspect of this that was so important was the object of the faith – Jesus Himself, the Son of God, whom the Father had sent. They had to accept, as we must, that this Jesus of Nazareth was truly the Son of God in human form, and that as such He alone is worthy of our ultimate faith. 

	9. From John 6:30-35 what were they looking for (v30-31)? How did Jesus correct them (v32-33)? How did they respond (v34) and what did Jesus declare (v35)? Apply this. 
	The multitudes were looking for a sign from heaven that Jesus was telling the truth about Himself, just as Moses had given them manna from heaven to support his position as God’s leader. Jesus refuted their belief, though; He told them that it was not Moses who had given the bread from heaven, but rather His Father who was giving them the true Bread from heaven – Himself – who gave life to the world. When they said for Him to evermore give them this bread – they obviously didn’t understand what He was saying – He told them that He was the Bread of life. Whoever would come to Him would never hunger and the one who believed in Him would never thirst. He was speaking of spiritual nourishment and satisfaction, and He is the only One who will ever satisfy our inner needs. We must look to Him and not the things of the world for satisfaction. 

	10. Based on John 6:36-40 how had the Jews reacted to Jesus (v36) and what was His explanation (v37)? What is the will of God (v39, 40) and what was Jesus’ role in this (v38, 40)?
	The Jews had not believed in Jesus even though they had seen all He had miraculously done. He explained why – it was only those whom the Father had given to Him that would be able to believe in Him. Everyone lacks the ability to believe because of sin, although all have the responsibility; those whom the Father has given to Jesus will be given the ability to believe. Furthermore, all who come to Jesus will not be cast out. So, we know that if we come to Jesus we will be received, so our responsibility is to come to Jesus, rather than being concerned about whether we are one of the ones given to Him. If we are we will come to Him, and if we don’t come to Him we simply prove that we are not. Our responsibility is to come to Jesus. The will of God is not only that Jesus lose none of those whom God has given Him, but also that everyone who beholds the Son believes in Him, that these receive eternal life, and that they will be raised up on the last day. Jesus’ role is to do the will of the Father – that’s why He came down from heaven – and this will is secure those whom the Father has given Him. 

	11. Summarize the two miracles and responses to them in this week’s study. What was Jesus’ purpose and what do you think the crowds and disciples gained from them? What does this teach us? 
	The two major miracles in this study are the feeding of the five thousand, and Jesus’ walking on water and calming the sea. The response of the disciples to the walking on water was first to doubt Him and His protection of them, but then they did believe that indeed He was the Son of God. The response of the multitudes to Jesus’ provision of food was to want to make Him king, but this was not a response of genuine faith. Instead it was a desire to have a leader who could take care of them materially. Jesus wanted to show both of them that He was the Son of God and that He would provide for them, but He wanted them to seek for the greater provision of eternal life that came through faith in Him. The Jews’ faith was superficial, and as such wouldn’t lead to this eternal life. The disciples, though, continued to grow in their faith that Jesus was the Son of God and all they needed, not only for this life, but also for the next. We must also learn from this that the most important provision for us is spiritual and that Jesus alone is the only One who can meet that need. This also should lead us to make, as our highest priority, helping others find Him - so they, too, can have their greatest needs met in Him. 


