Study Questions for Romans 1:18-2:16 – Here Comes the Judge!
The Big Idea: The good news of the Gospel (the reception of the righteousness of God by 
faith alone) is contingent upon understanding the bad news of man’s unrighteousness. 

	I. God’s Wrath Against Rebellious Mankind (1:18-32)
	Key Idea: God’s wrath is rightly revealed against mankind because they practice unrighteousness and suppress the truth about God.

	1. Read Rom 1:18. What is being revealed from heaven? What is the cause(s) of this punishment from God? What does perpetual unrighteousness lead to? Discuss: Why is there a lacking of teaching on the wrath & righteousness of God in our day?
	A) The wrath of God is being (continuously) revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness and ungodliness (wickedness)  of mankind. 

B) The cause of this is the deliberate suppression of the truth about God by sinful & rebellious mankind. Because all people naturally suppress the knowledge of God (theology), it naturally leads to unrighteous and ungodly behavior. 

C) Perpetual unrighteousness leads to a deeper suppression of the truth which inevitably leads to a callous heart towards God and His revelation (Scripture). This is why unbelievers adamantly reject the God of the Bible, particularly the wrath & justice of God on sin. 

D) There is a lacking on the teaching of God’s wrath and righteousness because there is a famine of sound biblical theology in most churches today. In other words, the focus in most evangelical churches today is on man and what he needs to make it through the week verses sound teaching on God, His character, and our response to Him. This is also undoubtedly due to most behind pulpits or on stage are biblically illiterate and cannot explain the nature and character of God. Also, there is a perception within American Christianity that you cannot teach on the wrath & justice of God because those who are attending churches don’t want the “fire & brimstone” God. In other words, speaking on the wrath & justice of God are not popular terms in our day; therefore we will not talk about them. What people fail to grasp is that without understanding the righteousness of God, you cannot see how unrighteous you are, which makes you stumble over His wrath against sin, which strips the cross of its power unto salvation, and hence the cross remains as foolishness to the great majority of people—see 1 Cor 1:18-2:16

	2. Read 1:19-21. According to verse 19, has God hid or revealed his existence to man? How has God revealed Himself (v20)? What happens when people don’t give God the glory and honor He deserves (v21)? Discuss: Why is “following your heart” an unwise move when it comes to salvation?
	A-B) God has plainly & clearly revealed His existence to mankind in creation (general revelation). Creation implies a Creator. His invisible attributes ( awesome creative power and steadfast love, faithfulness, and kindness ( are crystal clear as absolute reality. 

C) When people don’t acknowledge, honor, and worship God for who He is, they degenerate at a rapid pace resulting in futile speculations about life and purpose as well as a spiritual darkness that engulfs them in falsehood and demonic deception.

D) “Following your heart” is a bad idea because our hearts are naturally “deceitful above all things & desperately wicked” (Jer 17:9), in other words, we are naturally prone to believing or making up lies and telling ourselves they’re true (Pro 14:12) which if left unchecked, will eventually lead to the hopeless state of having a hard heart (Pro 26:12; 28:14; Eph 4:18-19). Therefore, we need an authoritative source of objective truth to tell us the way things really are ( the Bible! 

	3. What specific sin is Paul highlighting in these verses (hint: American ____)? Based of verses 23 & 25, what is the definition of idolatry? Discuss: the inevitable sinful result of idolatry (v24)
	A-B) Idolatry ( the exchanging of the truth & the glory of the immortal God for the creation lie (that is, worshipping creation rather than the Creator). Idolatry is in essence the worship & serving of anything other than the God of the Bible. 

C) How do you know if you are an idolater? The inevitable result of idolatry is the “lust of the heart” which eventually leads to impurity and “the dishonoring of the body” ( sexual immorality: which is the use of sex/body in any facet that is not in accordance with God’s creative purpose of one man and one woman clinging together for life. This naturally leads to Paul’s condemnation of homosexuality in verses 26-27. 

	4. Read 1:26-27. What specific sins in 1:26-27 come from idolatry? From this is homosexuality a biological issue or a moral issue? Discuss: Why is it important to assess the root of this sin?
	A) Homosexuality derives from an idolatrous heart ( it is the exchanging of the truth of human sexuality (hetero & monogamous) for the lie that says you should do “whatever makes you happy”. 

B) Subsequently, homosexuality is a moral & teleological issue. That is, it is in direct defiance of God’s creative purposes (teleology) and in direct defiance of His moral law (Leviticus 18:22-25; 29-30). Therefore, people are not born homosexual, rather the insidious evolution of sin in the human heart proves to be most nefarious and injurious factor in choosing homosexuality. 

C) Knowing what the Bible teaches about homosexuality and more importantly WHY the Bible condemns homosexuality is important because it equips Christians to have dialogues with those who affirm homosexuality as morally acceptable while maintaining a biblical perspective on the issue.  Christians must know WHAT they believe and WHY they believe in order to share it with others who are in error. Obviously, this implies having humility, grace, tenderness, and patience as we engage with those who are in darkness like we once were. We have to remember that those who believe homosexuality is morally acceptable have exchanged the truth about God for the lies of the world and therefore, we are trying to communicate truth to those who are in bondage to demonic deception, hence it will not be easy to convince them that they are wrong. But the Word of God is living & active, able to utterly destroy demonic & satanic strongholds (2 Cor 10:3-5; Heb 4:12). 

	 5. Using 1:28-32, what occurs when the knowledge and existence of God is suppressed (v28)? What is man’s natural mindset towards God and relationship with evil (v30) and are people naturally good or evil? Discuss: Why is it important to understand the nature of man? 
	A) What happens when people refuse to acknowledge God? God lets go of the proverbial leash and says “Bye, bye!” A “debased mind” means the lights go out and man’s depraved nature is unrestrained in the sense of what the evil he wants to engage in. This also means that people’s theology is naturally wrong and full of errors which must be replaced with bibilcal theology (what the Bible teaches about God, man, and the world). 

B) Man naturally HATES God and LOVES evil and inventing new forms of evil ( ex: movies, music, pornography, etc. Needless to say, the clear and unequivocal teaching of Scripture is that mankind is naturally evil, fallen and depraved, hostile to God and the things of God (Scripture and the Church). You must come to that realization if you are to see your need for Christ and if you are to see the Gospel as truly “Good News”. The GOOD NEWS is that God graciously forgives evil people through Christ alone, justifies them on the basis on His Son’s perfect life & obedience, and then redeems them from their evil and gives them a new heart full of love, obedience, and the Holy Spirit. Bottom Line: the Gospel truly is the power of God unto salvation which is to say it has the power to transform sinners into saints and idolaters into worshippers of the true God. 

C) It’s important to understand the nature of man because we live in a day where people deny the depravity of man and the fall of man is downplayed, even in churches. Like I said earlier, without a fully understanding of the Fall, sin, and our depravity, salvation makes no sense since the Gospel is about the Jesus’ victory over sin on our behalf. 

	II. God’s Righteous Judgment (2:1-11)
	Key Idea: Because all practice unrighteousness and fail to acknowledge God, all will be judged by God.

	6. In 2:1-3 why are those who judge others no more righteous than the ones they judge (v1) and who will receive God’s judgment (v2)? Why isn’t morality enough to save anybody (v3)? Discuss: What is the danger of equating salvation with “dos” and “don’ts”?  
	A) Because they are guilty for the very thing they would condemn others for (hypocrisy). At some level, everyone is a hypocrite because at some level/point in their lives, all fail to fully practice what they preach. The cure for overcoming hypocrisy is repentance which is conviction, confession, and change of attitude, heart, and mind.
B) Those who “practice hypocrisy” will be judged for it—hence, everyone well be judged. The good news is that hypocrisy is a sin that is completely forgiven for those who are in Christ Jesus. Those who are not in Christ, however, will be judged severely for their hypocrisy. 

C) Morality isn’t enough because all have failed in doing what they should not have done (commission) and all have failed in not doing what they should have done (omission). Therefore, all are guilty and can never be “good enough” to rectify their sin.

D) The danger is equating salvation with morality essentially is you completely remove the Gospel and more importantly, the need for the Gospel. The bottom line is: theologically, “no one is righteous” and therefore, no one is good before God, period. A great formula to remember the message of the Gospel is: guilt, grace & gratitude. Guilt—all have sinned and under God’s condemnation; Grace—the good news that God saves sinners through His Son’s sacrificial death regardless of their merit; Gratitude—in like of God’s magnanimous grace, we now out of a grateful heart obey & serve Him because He is infinitely glorious and worthy of our worship and serve. 

	7. Looking at 2:4-5 what is the natural response to God’s common grace to all people (v4-5)? What happens when people take God’s grace for granted (v5)? Discuss: What will be the actual standard by which God will judge mankind (v5)? 
	A) Because of their sinfulness, people naturally presume & think lightly of God’s common grace which is His general benevolence towards creation and all people.  God’s common grace is seen in every element of our daily lives that we generally take for granted ( the sun rising, cool weather, warm weather, rain, snow, food, clothing, sex, family, AC, central heating, church to worship in, sight, sound, smell, touch, taste, etc. The sad thing is that unbelievers do not thank God for these things but rather treat them as though they are owed all these privileges.  
B) When people ignore the God who gives good gifts to mankind they are unknowingly storing up wrath for themselves on the Day of Judgment because God’s goodness towards us is meant to lead us to repentance and faith in His goodness and character. The penultimate thing God gave mankind was His Son for salvation of all who will believe into Him (John 3:16-17).  This alone communicates to us that God’s kindness and steadfast love is immeasurable because He was willing to crush His own Son to save sheep who naturally hate Him.
C) The standard by which God will judge mankind will be HIS righteousness, NOT our righteousness or our neighbor’s righteousness, etc. God’s righteous judgment will be the same for all, therefore ALL are guilty before Him, therefore ALL need salvation through Christ alone! 

	8. From 2:6-11 what will be the basis of God’s righteous judgment (v6)? What are the actions of those who inherit eternal life (v7,10), and of those who will receive wrath and fury (v8-9)? Discuss: why will God judge according to works (v11)? 
	A) God’s judgment will be “according” to our works, which is to say what we did and what we didn’t do. This does not contradict Paul’s teaching on justification by faith alone because all deeds/works derive out of our hearts which is where salvation takes place. Therefore, we must receive new hearts through regeneration of the Holy Spirit if our works are ever to be acceptable to God (John 3:1-8; Ez 36:25-27; Jer 31:31-34; 32:30) 
B) Actions of the Regenerate: patience in well-doing; seek for glory, honor, and immortality (they lived for heaven and the Kingdom of God…not for earth and the Kingdom of man)
Actions of the Unregenerate: selfish ambition, disobedience to the truth of God, proclivity towards unrighteousness (rampant wickedness)

C) The reason God will judge according to works is because God is impartial meaning that God does not show favoritism or preferential treatment towards those who are wealthy, poor, popular, unpopular, ethnicity, prominence, etc. God’s justice is perfect meaning that He will judge perfectly and will not let any sin slide. How do I know this? All you have to do is look at the Cross of Christ to see just how righteous, holy, and just God is. 

	III. God’s Judgment Tool (2:12-16)
	Key Idea: The moral law of God functions as His tool in judgment by revealing sin and guilt.

	9. In 2:12-13 what will be the outcome of those who have sinned without receiving God’s law (v12), and of those who have sinned “under the law” (v12)? Discuss: Why is just “hearing” the law/gospel not enough (v13)? 
	A) Those who have sinned w/o receiving God’s law (Scripture) will be judged for their limited knowledge and disobedience of God’s moral law through their conscience. Those who have sinned “under the law”, that is, they HAVE received the knowledge of God through Scripture, will be judged and held accountable for their greater revelation. The principle is this: the more gospel you hear, the more responsible you are to respond with repentance and faith towards God. 
B) Hearing the law/gospel is not enough because it demands more than just hearing. Jesus said we must repent, believe, trust, and follow Him if we are to be His disciples (Mk 1:15; 8:34-38; Lk 13:1-5; John 3:36). In other words, nominal Christianity is a farce and should be exposed as a farce because Jesus demands that we either follow Him completely or not bother at all because He is a great God and rightly jealous for His glory and name not be blasphemed by believers.

	10. Based on 2:14-16 why are those who have never heard or received God’s law guilty and without excuse (v14-15)? What ability has God given everyone to evaluate good and evil (v15)? Who will ultimately be the final Judge (v16) and what will He judge (v16)? 


	 A) Those whom have never heard/received God’s law are guilty and w/o excuse because though they have never heard/read God’s written laws, they still have God’s moral law written on their hearts through the conscience.
B) God has given every person the conscience to know right from wrong. The problem arises when people ignore their conscience and go ahead with their sinful choices and actions. The conscience is enough to condemn all and insufficient to save any. 

C) The Lord Jesus Christ will be the final Judge before whom all will appear and give an account for their lives. Amazingly, Paul says that ALL will be exposed at the Judgment Seat of Christ including “the secrets of men”. In other words, no sin will go unaccounted for or punished (we will give an account for EVERYTHING we’ve ever done, whether that be omission or commission).  

	11 Summarize God’s case against humanity: why are all guilty before Him (v18-20); what is at the heart of all rebellion against God (v25); and what will be exposed at the Judgment (2:6,16)? What hope does anyone have standing righteous before God??? 
	Summary: 
· Why are we guilty? Because all suppress the knowledge or reality of God, habitually practice unrighteousness and ungodliness, and are pernicious idolaters.
· What is at the heart of all sin & rebellion? Idolatry—man’s unceasing desire to be god or make his own gods that he can control & dedicate. All sin is some form or manifestation of idolatry, which is by no coincidence the first 2 commandments in God’s law: no other gods/objects of worship before him or calling any created thing “God”. See Exodus 20
· What will be exposed? Our works and secrets which is code for EVERYTHING: words, thoughts, deeds. Nothing will escape God’s sight and judgment. 
· What hope does anyone have before God? Left to themselves, NONE!!!! People must realize this! They must come to the end of themselves if they are to ever see their need for Jesus or the beauty and glory of Jesus. The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that was hidden in a field which a man found, covered it up, and went and sold all that he owned in order to buy the field where the treasure was. In other words, the Kingdom of God is more valuable than anything else we could ever have in this life, yet people can only come to that realization through encountering the living God in His living Word. Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, done by Christ alone, found in Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone! SOLA! 


