Exodus 7-10 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: God does whatever it takes to reveal His glory and deliver His people. 
	I. Throwing Down the Gauntlet (7:1-8:19)
	Key Idea: God gladly takes the opportunity to demonstrate His superiority over all other gods. 

	1. Read Exodus 7:1-13. Outline God’s overall plan for redeeming Israel (v1-2, 3-5, 6). How old were Moses and Aaron (v7) and what was their 1st sign (v8-10)? What was the result and why (v11-13)? 
	The first part of God’s plan was the up front people – Moses and Aaron. Moses would be like God to Pharaoh and Aaron would be his prophet, meaning that what God told Moses he would tell Aaron, who would in turn tell Pharaoh. The message would be for Pharaoh to let Israel go from his land, but God would harden Pharaoh’s heart so that He could multiply His signs and wonders in the land of Egypt. The reason God would harden Pharaoh’s heart was because He could exert enough force to make Pharaoh release them, but He didn’t want this to happen prematurely; He wanted all the Egyptians to know that He is the LORD. Pharaoh wouldn’t have actually softened his heart towards God in repentance; he would have just agreed to God’s demands to get the pain to stop, like a child that says they’re sorry so they won’t get as bad of a spanking. It says in Romans 9:17 that God raised this particular man up to be Pharaoh because He knew he wouldn’t let God’s people go without extreme pressure. He also knew that this Pharaoh would never soften his heart towards God, but would resist Him from beginning to end. When he finally gave into God’s demands it was only because he knew that he had to and not that he actually wanted to. God’s entire purpose would be to reveal His supreme greatness to all, but primarily to the Egyptians who worshiped false gods. In fact each of the plagues would be an attack against a specific Egyptian god. Moses and Aaron were eighty and eighty-three respectively when the plagues began. Their first sign was to throw their staff (Moses’ staff) down so that it would become a snake; when Pharaoh’s magicians did the same Aaron’s staff swallowed theirs up. However, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened towards God and he didn’t listen to them at all – just as the Lord had said. 

	2. From 7:14-25 what did God tell Moses to do (v15, 16, 17-18, 19) and why (v14)? What happened (v20, 21, 24-25) and how did Pharaoh react (v23) Why (v22)? 
	Because Pharaoh’s heart was hard, God told Moses to station himself in front of the Nile so that when Pharaoh went there the next morning Moses could turn the Nile into blood with his staff. This was actually an attack on the Nile River, which was a god of the Egyptians. Moses was to tell Pharaoh that he had been sent by the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, to tell him to let His people go so they could serve Him in the wilderness – even though he had not listened until now. Moses was to then strike the water with his staff, turning it into blood, so that Pharaoh would know that He was the LORD (I am that I am). The bloody Nile would cause all the fish in it to die so that it would stink and be unfit for drinking (or any-thing else for that matter). Additionally God told Moses to stretch his staff over the waters and rivers of Egypt so that everything that had water in it would be turned to blood. When Moses did this all then everything God had said occurred; the only way anyone could drink water was to dig around the Nile for new water. The magicians of Egypt, though, also did the same thing so that Pharaoh had no concern for the miracle Moses had performed. He did nothing and it was seven days later that Moses went to him again. 

	3. Using 8:1-15 what did Moses do next (v1) and what happened (v2, 3-4, 5-6, 7)? What was Pharaoh’s “deal” (v8) and Moses’ offer (v9)? What other miracle occurred (v10-14), with what result (v15)?
	The LORD told Moses to repeat His demand to Pharaoh, letting him know that if he refused that God would “smite” his entire territory with frogs – they would be everywhere. This was an attack against the Egyptian frog god, Heqet, the goddess of birth. The frogs were literally everywhere when Moses stretched his staff out over the waters. Unfortunately, the magicians of Egypt did the same thing, but this time Pharaoh still asked Moses to entreat the LORD for him to call off the frogs. He said he would let the people go if he did so Moses gave him the option of naming the time the frogs would disappear. He said “tomorrow” so Moses said he would do it then to show him that there was no one like the LORD “our” God. When this miraculously happened just as he said it would Pharaoh still hardened his heart and reneged on the deal – just as the LORD had said. 

	4. From Exodus 8:16-19 what was the third plague (v16-17). How was its onset different from the 1st two (v16—see 7:14, 8:1) and what else was different (v18, 19)? What was the same (v19)? 
	The third plague, unlike the first two (but like the sixth and ninth), was unannounced. God simply told Moses to stretch his staff and strike the dust so that gnats would saturate the land of Egypt. When the magicians tried this they were unsuccessful for the first time, but as before, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. They even said that it was the finger of God, but he was unmoved. This plague showed the LORD’s dominance over the Egyptian god, Set, the god of the desert. 

	II. Turning Up the Heat                  (8:20-9:12)
	Key Idea: God will gradually increase the pain until we are motivated to do His will. 

	5. In 8:20-32 what was Moses to do next (v20, 21) and what was new about it (v22-23)? Describe the 4th plague and Pharaoh’s response (v24, 25-27, 28). What resulted (v29-31, 32)? 
	In the fourth plague Moses was to rise early to catch Pharaoh as he came out to the water. He was to tell him again to let Israel go, and if he didn’t God would send swarms of insects (an attack on the Egyptian god, Re, the sun god, or Uatchit, represented by the fly) everywhere – except for Goshen, where Israel lived. This would allow them to see that the LORD was in the midst of the land and distinguished between the Egyptians and His people. When this occurred and the land was laid waste Pharaoh finally told Moses to go with his people and sacrifice to their God – but within the land. This pattern of negotiation would continue and Pharaoh, just as Satan typically does, will try to get God’s people to compromise rather than exercise complete obedience to Him. Moses, though, would have none of it; so Pharaoh then tried to get him to go only a short distance into the wilderness rather than a three days journey. At this point Moses told Pharaoh that he would pray for God to remove the flies, but when he did Pharaoh hardened his heart again and refused to let the people go. 

	6. Looking at 9:1-12 what were the 5th (v1-3, 4-6) and 6th (v8-10) plagues? What were the results of each (v7, 11, 12)? 
	The fifth plague was that of pestilence or disease on the livestock, donkeys, camels, herds and flocks, with the result that all of them died; the sixth was that of a boils that would break out on every man and beast throughout the land. The fifth plague was against the god, Hathor, who had a cow’s head, or Apis, the bull god of fertility, and the sixth was an attack on Sekhmet, the goddess over disease, or Isis the goddess of healing. God again made a distinction between Egypt and Israel so that only Egyptians and their animals were hit with these two things (and Pharaoh knew this). Also, the magicians of Egypt were affected by the boils, making them unclean so that they could not stand before Pharaoh. Although Pharaoh knew that the God of Moses and Israel was behind both of these plagues, his heart remained hard. In the sixth plague it finally says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, which is significant since he hardened his own heart in the first five. This shows just how much God does endure with much patience these “vessels prepared for destruction” (Rom 9:22), giving them many chances to repent before judgment.

	III. Tightening the Screws            (9:13-10:29)
	Key Idea: God has multiple and increasingly intense ways to provide a forum for His glory in the earth. 

	7. Using 9:13-35 what was Moses to tell Pharaoh (v13, 14, 15-16, 17)? Describe the 7th plague (v18-19, 22-25) and who it affected (v20-21, 26). How did Pharaoh (v27-28, 34-35) and Moses (v29-33) respond? 
	To lay the groundwork for the seventh plague Moses was to tell Pharaoh early in the morning that God was about to reveal His supremacy in the earth. In fact Moses was to tell them that the only reason that Pharaoh and his people were still alive was because God had restrained His judgments. God had revealed His power but Pharaoh still exalted himself defiantly against Him. This plague would be an unprecedented hailstorm that would destroy every animal left in the field and every plant of the field; nothing would be left. This would be an attack on the Egyptian gods, Nut, the sky goddess, Osiris, the goddess of crops and fertility, and Set, the god of storms. However, if anyone, Egyptian or Israelite, brought their livestock in from the field they would be spared. In the land of Goshen, though, there was no such plague. When this happened Pharaoh admitted that he had sinned that time and that the LORD was righteous, and then asked Moses to pray for God to relent. He also promised to let Israel go if Moses did this. Once God stopped the hail, though, Pharaoh hardened his heart again – just as God had promised through Moses. This shows that Pharaoh’s repentance was incomplete; it was only to get the pain to stop, and not to express surrender and obedience to Moses’ God. 

	8. Read 10:1-11. What did God explain to Moses (v1-2) and what did he and Aaron say to Pharaoh (v3-4)? What was the 8th plague (v4-6)? What was the result at first (v7, 8-11)? 
	The eighth plague was an invasion of locusts. Such invasions were dreaded in the ancient world because they would strip all vegetation away. These locusts would also fill every nook and cranny of every house. God’s employment of these bugs to devastate the Egyptians would demonstrate His supremacy over the Egyptian gods, Nut, the sky goddess, and Osiris, the goddess of fertility and crops. Moses was to inform Pharaoh about this coming plague but he would not relent in spite of this its effect because God had hardened his heart. This would allow God to make a mockery of the Egyptians and perform more signs that would be told to generations of Israelites. Moses (Aaron) would ask Pharaoh how long he would refuse to let God’s people go and to humble himself before Him. He told him the extent of this plague – everything would be destroyed – and then he turned and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. Pharaoh’s servants then implored him to let the Hebrew people go, asking him if he realized that Egypt was being destroyed by all the plagues. At this point Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron back in and asked them who they were planning to take. They told him that they would take everyone and everything, to which Pharaoh replied that they would need the Lord’s protection if he ever let the little ones go, too. He accused them of having evil in their minds (like to escape for good, which was true), said that the men could go serve the Lord, and then drove them from his presence. 

	9. In 10:12-20 how did God cause the locust plague (v12-13, 14-15) and how did Pharaoh react (v16, 17)? What did Moses (v18) and the Lord (v19, 20) do? How do you explain this? 
	God caused the locust plague by causing the wind to blow from the east all day and night, bringing the locusts with it. They covered so much of the land that it became dark as a result, and everything was stripped bare. This caused Pharaoh to hurriedly call for Moses and Aaron and he again said that he had sinned against God and them. He asked to be forgiven one more time and asked that they pray again to the LORD for Him to remove the “death by locusts” from him. The LORD answered this prayer, shifting the winds to the west and blowing the locusts out of the land. However, He also hardened (made it strong against Him) Pharaoh’s heart because He wasn’t through demonstrating His power in the land. Pharaoh was never going to repent spiritually; God was making sure he didn’t he didn’t suddenly decide to let the people go to stop the pain. God is not obligated to force someone to genuinely repent; this is man’s responsibility. 

	10. From 10:21-29 describe the 9th plague (v21-23) and its effect (v24). What did Pharaoh propose (v24), what was Moses’ response (v25-26), and what was the result (v27-29)? 
	The ninth plague, a darkness that was so thick that it could be “felt”, was over the land of Egypt for three days – but not in the land of Goshen were Israel lived; they had light. This was an attack on Amon-Ra, the sun god. No Egyptian could see each other and no one got up from their place during this time. When this happened Pharaoh again called for Moses and Aaron and told them that all the Israelites could leave Egypt, but their flocks and herds had to stay behind. He knew that if anyone or anything stayed they would have to come back. This is a principle we must observe when it comes to making a break with the world; we must burn all bridges that would allow us to go back. However, Moses refused to leave the livestock behind because they would have to have some of them to sacrifice to the LORD. Until they arrived they didn’t know which ones they would use. So, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened one last time and he told Moses to go away, never to see his face again. Otherwise he would die. Moses agreed that he would never see his face again. 

	11. Review the first nine plagues. Why did God cause them, how did Pharaoh respond to them, and how did Moses respond to Pharaoh? What can we learn about God, the world, and our responsibility from this passage? 
	God caused the plagues to refute the gods of Egypt, to reveal His glory and to bring about the release of His people. They were a result of Pharaoh’s defiance and hardened heart, and God used even this to demonstrate His power in the earth for generations to come. Even though Pharaoh tried to use incomplete repentance to manipulate God it didn’t work because He had a plan that would be fulfilled no matter what it took. Moses showed the importance of continuing to be faithful even though the results don’t appear to be immediately successful. Thus this passage shows the supremacy of God, our responsibility to repent when we have the chance, and the necessity of obedience to God’s call. 


