Study Questions for 1 Samuel 29-31 – Closing the Books
The Big Idea: God will fulfill His sovereign purpose whether it is through us or in spite of us. 
	I. Expelled by One Enemy              (29:1-11)
	Key Idea: Sometimes God, in His love, dissociates us from His enemies in spite of ourselves.  

	1. Read 1 Sam 29:1-5. What did the Philistines do (v1-2) and who accompanied them (v2)? What question arose (v3) and why (v4-5)? How did Achish the king react (v3)? 
	The Philistines gathered their armies to Aphek, a few miles north of Gath, in order to go to war with Israel who was camping at Jezreel. As the lords of the Philistines were advancing towards them in companies of hundreds and thousands, David and his six hundred men were accompanying them in the rear with Achish. The Philistine lords wanted to know why David with his Israelite army was going with them to fight the other Israelites. Achish vouched for him, saying that he had evidence only of David’s loyalty during the time he had been with them; the lords demanded that he be made to return to Ziklag since in battle he would turn on them and become their adversary. After all, this was the same David of whom they had sung after the defeat of Goliath that he had slain his ten thousands – who just happened to be Philistines. 

	2. Using 29:6-11 what did Achish say to David (v6-7) and was he right (see 27:8-12)? How did David respond (v8) and what does this say about him? What was Achish’ answer (v9-10) and what was the outcome (v11)? 
	Achish told David that he had been upright in his opinion and that he had pleased him. He had found no evil (betrayal) in him, but his lords were displeased with him because they didn’t trust him. Achish wasn’t right in his assessment because David had hidden his disloyalty and had lied to him, showing that we can be sincerely wrong about people. David even deceitfully responded with a question of what he had done wrong, implying that he had been completely loyal. He said he was willing to go and fight for Achish against Israel, which would have been a huge mistake, but he had to do this to keep his lie intact. Achish told him that he knew he was loyal and was like an angel in his sight, but because of his lords he had to dismiss him. With instruction to depart the next day David did so and went back to Ziklag, while the Philistines advanced to Jezreel.

	II. Exterminating Another Enemy (30:1-25)
	Key Idea: When God uses us to defeat His enemies we must recognize His help and share generously. 

	3. From 30:1-6 what did David discover when he went home (v1-2, 3, 5)? How did everyone react (v4, 6) and how did this affect David (v6)? What did he do (v6)? Apply. 
	David discovered upon arrival that Ziklag had been sacked by the Amalekites (which would not have been possible if Saul had totally destroyed them as commanded) and burned with fire. Everything and everyone, including the women and children, were taken alive. This, of course, included David’s wives. They all lifted up their voices and wept loudly until they could cry no more, and David became even more distressed because they all talked of stoning him because of it. The reason is that they were all bitter about what had happened to their families and had to have someone to blame. The leader is always the easiest target, even if it’s not really his fault. However, in spite of this David did the right thing – he strengthened himself in the Lord his God. This means that whether we have a just or an unjust situation that we are facing we can still find our strength in the Lord to get through it – through prayer and the Word of God. 

	4. In 1 Sam 30:7-10 what did David want (v7) and why (v8)? How did God answer and what did David do (v8, 9)? What else occurred (v10)? 
	After David had turned to the Lord he then sought God’s guidance by calling for the ephod in which the Urim and Thummim were kept. David then inquired of the Lord through the priest Abiathar, asking if he should pursue the Amalekites. The Lord told him through the Urim that he should pursue them and he would overtake them and rescue them all. This was a large promise which meant that none had been or would be killed. When they got to the brook Besor two hundred of his men were too tired to continue on, so they remained behind while four hundred went ahead with David. 

	5. Based on 30:11-15 how did they find the Amalekites (v11-14)? What did David request (v15) and what was the answer (v15)?
	They found an Egyptian who was about dead in the field and brought him to David, apparently believing that he had been with the Amalekites or would have information regarding them. This was the case since he was actually a slave of one of the Amalekites. After they gave him food and water they asked if he would take them to their camp and he said he would if they swore not to kill him. 

	6. From 30:16-20 what did David’s army discover (v16) and what did he do (v17-18)? What was the good news (v19) and the result (v20)? 
	When David arrived at their camp they were all celebrating over the large amount of spoil they had taken from the land of the Philistines. David then slaughtered them from twilight to the evening of the next day and none of them escaped except 400 young men on camels. The good news was that David and his men brought back his wives and all of the people captured; none had been killed. They also brought back this huge spoil, including the sheep and cattle, and it was all considered David’s spoil. 

	7. Looking at 30:21-25 who did David deal with next (v21) and what opposition did he face (v22)? What was David’s edict and why (v23-25)? How should we apply this? 
	David then returned to the 200 men who had been too tired to continue on and they all greeted each other. However, there were some fellows described as worthless and wicked who did not want to share the spoil with them since they had not gone with them. They were willing to give them their wives and children back if they would leave altogether. In other words they didn’t have generous hearts even though God had given them a great victory, their families back alive and the great spoil they captured. David recognized this, though, and said that they were not going to keep for themselves alone that which the Lord had graciously given. The edict David gave became a tradition in Israel – the share of those who stay with the baggage will be the same as those who go into battle. This is a valid principle since in war or team activities there has to be a support element and the direct participants. Of course there can be freeloaders and these should be dealt with up front by confronting them with the truth. In this situation, though, those that stayed behind had started off but just couldn’t go further. 

	III. Extinguishing the Final Enemy (30:26-31:13)
	Key Idea: Since God will fulfill His promises it only makes sense to trust Him instead of relying on ourselves. 

	8. Using 30:26-31 what did David do next (v26, 27-31)? Why do you think he did this? What does it show about his heart? 
	David took his spoil and sent it to the leaders in Judah, Bethel, Ramoth, Jattir, Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa, Racal and to those in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, Kenites, Hormah, Bor-ashan, Athach and Hebron – all the places where David and his men were accustomed to go. They were each presented this spoil as a gift from the spoils of the enemies of the Lord. Thus, David was acknowledging the Lord’s help and his work for Him, while letting the people that had allowed him to be in their land know his appreciation for them and connection with them. David’s heart was one with his countrymen and one with the Lord. 

	9. Read 31:1-6. How did Saul’s battle go (v1)? What happened to Saul and his sons (v2, 3)? What did Saul order and what occurred (v4, 5)? Summarize the outcome (v6)? 
	Saul’s battle with the Philistines went badly, with many falling slain on Mount Gilboa, including Saul’s three sons. Saul was wounded so severely by the Philistine archers that he called on his armor bearer to go ahead and kill him. This would keep the Philistines from coming and torturing him and making fun of him. The armor bearer was afraid to do this, though, so Saul took his sword and fell on it. Seeing this, the armor bearer took his sword and fell on it, too. Thus, on one day Saul, his three sons and his armor bearer all died. Thus Samuel’s prophecy in 28:19 had been fulfilled. 

	10. According to 31:7-10 what happened in the aftermath of Israel’s defeat (v7)? What else did the Philistines do (v8-9, 10) and why do you think they did this? 
	As soon as the men of Israel on the other side of the valley saw that the battle had been lost and that Saul and his sons were dead they abandoned their cities, allowing the Philistines to come and occupy them. On the following day when the Philistines went to strip the dead soldiers of anything of value they found Saul and his sons. They cut off Saul’s head, stripped off his weapons and sent them throughout the land to spread the news that Saul had been killed and that they had defeated Israel. They then put the weapons in the temple of their idol, Ashtaroth, and fastened his and his sons’ bodies to the wall at Beth-shan. This was all part of the victory celebration and a way of attributing to their god the victory. 

	11. In 31:11-13 who corrected this insult (v11-12) and how were they described (v12)? Why? How did they treat this event (v13)? Apply. 
	When the Jabesh-Gileadites heard about the Philistines’ treatment of Saul and his sons they traveled all night long to retrieve their bodies from the wall of Beth-shan. This was considered a heroic act and thus they were described as valiant men. They then burned their bodies, buried their bones under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and then fasted for seven days. This was a traumatic event in the life of Israel and deserved proper mourning and symbolic dependence on the Lord. Similarly, when devastating things occur for us we must acknowledge them, living in the moment. Then when things turn around we will be able to appreciate them fully. This would soon happen for Israel when David became king. 

	12. Looking back at 1 Sam 29-31 how does God deliver David and take care of his enemies in each chapter? How did David’s alliance with Achish almost cause destruction? What does this teach us about God’s deliverance? 
	God delivers David from the Philistines in 1 Sam 29 by removing him from the situation of going into battle against his own people, a situation that David himself had gotten himself into. This was truly God’s grace because David would have played out his lie if he had been so allowed. Next, David was enabled to overcome the Amalekites without a single loss of life for his men or his families. He first strengthened himself in the Lord His God and then sought God’s guidance. Once he did this God orchestrated the victory over the Amalekites and the retrieval of his families as he sent them to an Egyptian about to die who was willing to lead them to the camp. They then slaughtered all of them and they obtained great spoil. Finally, God took Saul out of the way at the hand of the Philistines, thus allowing David to avoid the bloodshed that had been offered to him twice before. This entire story shows that God will deliver us if we trust Him and sometimes even when we rely more on ourselves. He is indeed gracious and mighty, sovereignly working out His will in our lives. 


