Exodus 1-3 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: Even though things can unexpectedly take a turn for the worse God always has a good plan for His people. 
	I. An Intense Problem (1)
	Key Idea: When people act out of fear it can cause an intense problem for those who cause that fear. 

	1. Read Exodus 1:1-7. How many of Jacob’s descendants were in Egypt at first (v1-4, 5), and what happened to them (v6)? What happened to their descendants (v7)? 
	There were seventy of Jacob’s descendants in Egypt (including Joseph’s family) in the beginning. All of these eventually died but their descendants were fruitful, greatly increased and became mighty, causing the land to be filled with them. This all happened over a period of four hundred years (Gen 15:13). The point is that this small group of people grew into a large nation while in Egypt. 

	2. From 1:8-14 what did the new Egyptian king fear from Israel (v8-10) and what did he propose (v11)? What was the result (v12) and to what did this lead (v13-14)? 
	The new Egyptian king, probably the first native Egyptian king in many years (foreigners – the Hyksos rulers, had ruled for a long time) did not know Joseph (no longer acknowledged his contributions) and they feared the growth of the Hebrews. At the very least they would take many valuable resources, but at worst, if there was a war they could easily join forces with the invaders, making Egypt very vulnerable. So, this new king proposed that they be forced into slavery and be “afflicted” with hard labor as they built two storage cities for them. The result of this affliction was not as hoped; instead of diminishing God continued to bless them with even greater growth. This caused the Egyptians to be in dread of Israel. This led Israel to be forced to work even harder for the Egyptians, both in building and in the field. As we see later even though this didn’t stop their population growth it did cause great suffering for them. 

	3. Using 1:15-22 what were the Hebrew midwives told to do (v15-16)? How did they respond (v17-19) and why (v17), and how did God bless them (v20-21)? What was Pharaoh’s next tactic (v22)? 
	The Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, were told to put any Hebrew son to death if they were helping deliver one, but the daughters could live. However, they feared God, not Pharaoh, so they didn’t carry out these orders. When asked by the king why they had done this they said that the Hebrew women weren’t like Egyptian women; they were vigorous and gave birth before the midwives could get to them. Because of their faithfulness God blessed the midwives with families of their own and the Israelites continued to multiply and become mighty. Finally, Pharaoh commanded that every son that was born be thrown into the Nile; not just those who were being delivered. This was pure murder. 

	II. An Inconspicuous Solution      (2:1-22)
	Key Idea: God is always working to take care of His people although at times it may not be obvious. 

	4. From Exodus 2:1-9 describe the baby (v1-2) and how he was preserved (v2-4). How is God’s hand seen in who found him (v5-6) and in who raised him early (v7-9)? 
	This baby was born to two Levite parents who were willing to step out in faith to preserve this “beautiful” child. The fact that they were Levites, the tribe that would later become the priestly tribe, would thus allow Moses to be the spiritual leader of the Jews; but there was probably no spiritual significance to the word “beautiful”, which could better be translated “healthy”. They preserved Moses by faith because they risked their lives to do it and they could see that Moses was a healthy child. This was all according to God’s plan since He would use Moses to deliver his people. The baby became impossible to hide by the time he was three months old, so they put him in a basket covered with pitch (just like Noah’s ark) and put him into the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter happened on the child who was crying in the basket and decided to keep him, even though she knew he was one of the condemned Hebrew babies. Moses’ sister stepped up and offered to call a nurse from the Hebrew women for him and Pharaoh’s daughter agreed. So, the sister called Moses’ mother to be the nurse and she raised him for her for a period of time. This would allow Moses to be raised in the Hebrew culture and faith and then to be raised as an Egyptian, both important background elements for Moses’ task of delivering God’s people. 

	5. In 2:10-15 who was this child and where did he grow up (v10)? What did he do when he grew up (v11-12)? What were the results of this (v13-14, 15)? 
	The child was named Moses by Pharaoh’s daughter which in Egyptian means “boy-child”; the “mose” formulation was used in the names of several Pharaohs (Ahmose, Tutmose, etc). Thus, she gave him an Egyptian name and justified it because she was the one who “drew him out of the water” and thus saved him. Although he was saved by her and was raised in the Egyptian court when Moses grew up his connection with his people was stirred. One day he saw one of his brothers being beaten by an Egyptian and he killed the Egyptian since he thought no one was around to know what he had done. However, the next day when he saw two Hebrews fighting each other and tried to stop them one of them asked if he intended to kill him as he had the Egyptian the day before. They essentially rejected his leadership and since he knew that the murder was public knowledge – Pharaoh had a warrant out for his arrest - he escaped to Midian. This was west of the Sinai peninsula and the Gulf of Aqaba, so it was an effective place to hide. As the text will show he did so for about forty years. 

	6. Looking at 2:16-22 what did Moses do in Midian (v16-17) and to what did this lead (v18-20, 21-22)? What name was given his son (v22) and what does this indicate?
	When Moses got to Midian he sat down at a well and one of the daughters of the priest of Midian came out to water their flock. They had difficulty with other shepherds who harassed them but this time Moses stood up and drove these shepherds away. He then helped them by watering their flock. This enabled them to return much sooner than normal and their father asked why. They told him that an Egyptian (Moses) had driven the shepherds away and watered their flocks, so their dad, Reuel, priest of Midian, told them to go back and invite him over to eat with them. Moses came to dwell there, married Zipporah, Reuel’s daughter, and they gave birth to their firstborn, Gershom. This name meant “sojourner in a foreign land” so it shows that Moses really never forgot his people even though he was in Midian a long time. 

	III. An Involved God (2:23-3:22)
	Key Idea: God is always involved in our lives even when conditions are at their worst. 

	7. Read 2:23-25. What was Israel’s situation and how did they feel (v23)? How did God respond to this (v24, 25)? Apply. 
	Sometime during the forty years of Moses’ stay in Midian the king who had known of his murder died. Additionally, the sons of Israel were at the bottom physically and emotionally because of their suffering at the hands of the Egyptians. The words used for their condition are very strong – they “sighed”, “cried out”, and were in “groaning”. These words are strung together to show just how broken in spirit these sons of Israel were becoming. At this point God “took notice” of them (“knew” their condition), heard their groaning, and remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These three words all imply action on God’s part – He never merely hears, sees, or remembers; He always does something about it when the time is right. This was the time to put the plan for the redemption of Israel in place – the nation was totally helpless and aware of their need for help, and a deliverer was in place (Moses) who was totally humble and unable to do the job without God’s work through him. The same is true for us; when we are in state of total dependence on God He will do His greatest work and fulfill His plan. We should never give up hope and we should recognize that His greatest work will be accomplished by Him and not us, even though He will use us to carry it out. 

	8. Using 3:1-9 what did Moses see (v2-3) and where (v1)? Who was this (v4) and what did He tell him (v5, 6, 7-9)? How did Moses respond to this (v3, 4, 6)? 
	While Moses was on the western side (literally “rear part”) of the wilderness he came to Mt. Horeb, which would be the mountain where they would worship God after Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. This was probably in the Sinai range, and may have been in a different place than is traditionally thought – on the eastern side of the Gulf of Aqaba instead in the Sinai peninsula. The location is not certain, but there Moses saw a bush that would not burn up. He stopped what he was doing to go and see the bush up close and when he neared the angel of the Lord (God, the LORD) called to him from the midst of it. He told Moses to remove his sandals because he was standing on holy ground. He identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and when He did Moses hid his face, being afraid to look at God. The Lord, however, told Moses that He had seen the affliction of His people, and had come down to deliver them from their suffering at the hands of the Egyptian taskmasters. He promised to take them up to a land flowing with milk and honey, a good and spacious land, the land of Canaan. Because the cry of Israel had come to Him He would now act to fulfill His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

	9. In 3:10-15 what else did God tell Moses (v10, 12, 14-15)? Explain the significance of God’s answer. How did Moses answer each time (11, 13)? 
	God also told Moses to come with Him and He would send him to Pharaoh so he could be used to deliver His people from Egypt. When Moses asked “who am I that I should go to Pharaoh to bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt, God simply promised to be with him; the sign that He had sent Moses would be that they would worship Him at Mt. Horeb. In essence God said it didn’t matter who Moses was, it mattered who He was. As long as God was with him Moses would be successful in his mission. After this answer, though, Moses wanted to know what he should say to the Hebrew elders when they asked who had sent him. God said to Moses, “I am who I am” (Yahweh), and told him to tell them that “I AM” had sent him to them. He further identified Himself as the God of their fathers, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He would be known throughout all generations as Yahweh, which meant that He always there, past, present, and future, and that He is always alive and always the same. He would be able to deliver them just as He had preserved them throughout the four hundred years of the covenant with Abraham; and He would continue to preserve them. We must never forget how God has delivered in the past when we are thinking about His deliverance right now. He never changes. 

	10. From 3:16-22 what did God reveal about Himself (v16) and what He would do (v17)? What was Moses to tell Pharaoh (v18) and to what would this lead (v19, 20-22). Apply. 
	God told Moses to gather Israel’s elders together and tell them that the God of their fathers had appeared to him, and had told him that He was concerned about their miserable treatment in Egypt. He wanted them to know also that He would bring them out of Egypt and take them to the land flowing with milk and honey, the land of Canaan. God told Moses that they would listen to him and would go with him to talk to Pharaoh about God’s will for them. They were to tell Pharaoh that God wanted them to go on a three days journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to God. However, God told Moses that Pharaoh would not release them without compulsion from Him. He would stretch out His hand to strike the land of Egypt with miracles (these would be plagues) and then Pharaoh would let them go. Furthermore, when they left they would find favor in the eyes of the Egyptian people and they would give them silver, gold, and clothes, thus insuring that they would not leave empty-handed for all their years of service to them. This would a good future that God laid out for them, but it would be filled with difficulty before its glorious conclusion was reached. The same is often true for us; good often arises after many problems have been endured. This allows God to show His might and His goodness to us. 

	11. Summarize Israel’s condition after Joseph died and what God did to take care of Israel (2:1-15, 23-25; 3:1-17, 18-22). What does this teach us? 
	Israel’s favor in Egypt quickly diminished after Joseph’s death. The “what have you done for me lately” syndrome kicked in. When God’s people flourish Satan is alarmed (and jealous) and will do all he can to cause problems for them. However, God had a plan that would succeed in the fulfillment of His covenant with Abraham. It began with an inconspicuous birth and miraculous protection, was enacted because the suffering of God’s people became so intense, and was carried out through someone who had hit bottom. It would not be completed until God forced His (Israel’s) enemy, Pharaoh, to relent. In the end God would receive all the glory and his promises would be fulfilled. This shows us that no matter how bad things get we must patiently wait on God who will carry out His promises to us. This will allow His glory to be most clearly seen. 


