Acts 27-28 - Daily Study Questions – And Nobody Will Get Hurt
The Big Idea: When we courageously and patiently present the word about Jesus, God will cause it to grow exponentially as He takes care of us.
	I. A Providential Deliverance (27)
	Key Idea: When we simply listen to the Lord and obey Him, He will fulfill His purpose for us. 

	1. Looking at Acts 27:1-8 what was Paul’s destination and who was he with (v1-2)? How was he treated (v3)? What were their stops (v2, 4-8) and what were conditions like (v4, 7-8)? 
	Paul’s destination was Italy (Rome) to appear before Caesar, along with some other prisoners and a centurion named Julius who was of the Augustan cohort (regiment, division). He was treated well by Julius who showed him consideration and allowed him to go to his friends and receive care before they left. As they set out for Italy by traveling along the Asia Minor coast (it was safer than the open sea normally) he also had his friend and fellow minister, Aristarchus, who was from Thessalonica. They started at Sidon, sailed under the shelter of Cyprus because the winds were contrary, went down the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, and then landed at Myra in Lycia. They transferred to another ship, and after sailing slowly for a good many days they arrived off Cnidus with great difficulty since the wind wouldn’t let them go farther. They then sailed under the shelter of Crete off Salmone, and with great difficulty they sailed past it and came to Fair Havens close to Lasea. Overall the conditions of the wind were very difficult. 

	2. From 27:9-20 what did Paul tell them first (v9-10), how did they respond, and why (v11-13)? What occurred next (v14-16) and what did they do (v17, 18, 19)? What was the outcome (v20)? 
	As time passed – the fast of the Day of Atonement was over, meaning it was later in the fall - and the voyage became dangerous Paul began to admonish them to stop since he perceived that the voyage would be attended with damage and great loss, not only of cargo but also of lives. However, the centurion was more persuaded by the pilot and ship’s captain than by a “non-professional”. In addition the harbor was not good for wintering so the majority reached a decision to put out for sea, attempting to reach Phoenix in the harbor of Crete (it faced the west) so they could spend winter there. When a moderate south wind came up they believed this to be confirmation of their decision so they weighed anchor and began sailing close to the shoreline of Crete. In a short while, though, a violent wind named Euroquilo seized the ship so they had to give in to it. As they went under the shelter of a small island, Clauda, they were barely able to control the ship so they hoisted it up somewhat and put cables underneath. Then, fearing it might run aground at Syrtis they put down the sea anchor. The next day while being violently tossed about by the storm they began to jettison the cargo, and on the day after that they threw the ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands, presumably to keep the ship on top of the water as much as possible. When neither stars nor sun appeared for many days they assumed the storm would doom them. They had lost hope. 

	3. Read 27:21-32. What did Paul tell them (v21, 22, 24-25) and why (v23)? What did they fear next (v27-28) and what did they do (v29-30)? What did Paul advise (v31) and how did they react (v32)?
	Paul told them that they should have listened to him earlier to not set sail from Crete, but since they didn’t the damage and loss he had predicted had occurred. However, he told them now to keep up their courage because they would not lose their lives, just the ship. He based this on the fact that an angel of the God to whom he belonged and whom he served had appeared to him, telling him to not be afraid because he had to appear before Caesar. Not only that, but He told him that He had granted him the lives of all who were with him. Paul reiterated that they should keep up their courage because he believed that this would turn out exactly as God had told him, although they would run aground at a certain island. Paul’s declaration was tested when on the fourteenth night the sailors figured out that they were approaching land and feared they would be broken up by the rocks. They cast out four anchors but then the sailors were trying to escape. Paul told the centurion and the soldiers that unless they remained in the ship they could not be saved. At this the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship’s boat so that no one could leave. They were obviously beginning to trust Paul. 

	4. Using Acts 27:33-38 what did Paul tell them and why (v33-34)? How did he approach this (v35) and what was the result (v36-38)? What does this teach us? 
	Paul then told them to take some food for their preservation since not even a hair of their heads would perish. He then took some bread, gave thanks to God, and breaking it, began to eat it. This encouraged all of them so they began to eat, too; when they (276 of them) were satisfied they began to lighten the ship by throwing the wheat into the sea. This part of the story teaches us several things. First, if we allow our fear to overcome us we will be weak and deprived. However, if we trust God’s promise we will be saved and we will be able to enjoy the good He has for us. This also shows that no matter how bad things might have been they can turn around quickly; we must never let the past enslave us. 

	5. In 27:39-44 what was their next step (v39-40) and what resulted (v41)? What was the soldiers’ plan (v42), but how did the centurion intervene (v43-44)? Why (v43)? 
	Although they could not recognize land the next day they did see a bay with a beach, so they resolved to drive the ship onto it as far as they could. The cut the anchors, hoisted the foresail and headed to the beach. They struck a reef and ran the ship aground, and with it immovable the stern began to break apart because of the waves. The soldiers then planned to kill all the prisoners so they wouldn’t escape but the centurion, who wanted to bring Paul safely through (this was God’s providence), talked them out of it. Rather, he commanded that those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land, and that the rest should follow on planks or other things from the ship. Thus, they were all brought safely to land. 

	II. A Public Demonstration                 (28:1-16)
	Key Idea: When God preserves His people it often makes an impact on those who observe this. 

	6. According to 28:1-6 where were they (v1) and how were they treated (v2)? What happened to Paul (v3) and what was assumed (v4)? How did this change and why (v5-6)? Apply. 
	They had landed at Malta, close to the Italian coast. The natives of the island them extraordinary kindness by kindling a fire and receiving them to it. However, when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a poisonous snake came out of the fire and attached itself to his hand. Everyone expected Paul to die, assuming that he was a murderer who was getting his due justice even though he had been saved from the storm. Paul, though, shook off the snake and suffered no harm. When they saw that he didn’t swell up or fall down dead they changed their minds about him and began to say he was a god. This shows the fickleness of man’s opinion, as well as the superficiality of it. We must not be swayed by the approval or disapproval of others, but simply do what God has called us to do. 

	7. From 28:7-10 who welcomed the team (v7) and what did Paul do for him (v8)? Why do you think he did? To what did this lead (v9, 10)? 
	The leading man of Malta, Publius, had lands in the neighborhood of where the ship’s survivors had gathered. For three days he welcomed them and entertained them courteously. His father was sick with recurring dysentery so Paul went to see him, prayed over him and laid hands on him, and he was healed. This encouraged the rest of the people on the island who had diseases to come to him and get cured. This led to them honoring them with many marks of respect and giving them all the supplies they needed when they got ready to sail. This is a good example for us; when we meet the needs of people in the name of Jesus we will bring honor to Him name – and our needs will be met as well.

	8. Using 28:11-16 trace the next stage of the journey (v11-13). Who did they encounter at Puteoli (v14) and at Rome (v15), and how did this affect Paul (v15)? How was he treated in Rome (v16)? 
	After three months the group re-boarded an Alexandrian ship that had the “twin brothers” (Castor and Pollux, Zeus’ sons, who were believed to be protectors for sailors) for its figurehead. Having put in at Syracuse they stayed there for three days, sailed around and arrived at Rhegium, a south wind sprang up, so that on the second day they came to Puteoli. There they found some Christian brothers (very typical of Paul) who invited them to stay with them for seven days, probably in Rome. When they got to Rome brethren from the Market of Appius and Three Inns met them, causing Paul to thank God and take courage. When they actually entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, accompanied only by the soldier who was guarding him. This was as good of treatment as Paul could have expected and a sign of God’s grace. 

	III. A Patient Defense (28:17-31)
	Key Idea: When we faithfully present the truth we can confidently leave the results to God. 

	9. Based on 28:17-22 who did Paul address in Rome (v17) and why (v20)? What did he tell them (v17-19) and how did they respond (v21, 22)? 
	Paul called together the local Jewish leaders so that he could explain his position to them. He told them that he had done nothing against “our” people or the customs of “our” fathers, yet was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem to the Romans, who found him guilty of nothing. They would have released him had not the Jews objected, so Paul was forced to appeal his case to Caesar although he had no charges against “his” nation. He told them that he had requested to see them because he had been put in chains because of the “hope of Israel” (the resurrection). They told him that they had heard nothing about him, positive or negative, but that they did want to hear his views concerning this “sect” that they knew was spoken against everywhere. 

	10. Read 28:23-31. Who gathered to hear Paul and what did he preach (v23)? What were the 2 results (v24, 25) and how did Paul analyze this (v25, 26-27, 28)? Describe the rest of Paul’s ministry in Rome (v30-31). 
	On a particular day that all came in large numbers to Paul so that he could explain his views to them. He solemnly testified about the kingdom of God and tried to persuade them concerning Jesus from the Law and the Prophets from morning to evening. Some were being persuaded, but some would not believe, as was typical when Paul taught. As they disagreed with each other they began leaving after Paul declared God’s judgment from Isaiah to them. He said that the Holy Spirit correctly had spoken to their fathers through Isaiah that he should go to them to speak the truth but that they would hear and see but not understand or perceive. The problem was that their hearts had become dull, causing them to stop listening and to shut their eyes. They intentionally did this so that they wouldn’t have to return to the Lord – they rebelled and thus kept themselves from receiving His healing. Paul said that this explained why God had directed him to turn to the Gentiles who would listen. Thus, the Jews departed disputing among themselves, while Paul continued to welcome all who came to him, staying there in his rented quarters for two full years. He preached the kingdom of God and taught concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. The manner in which this was executed was with “all openness, unhindered”. The gospel had indeed succeeded, having traveled to the heart of the Roman empire without hindrance. 

	11 Looking back over Acts where (1:8; 8:1; 8:27; 8:40; 10:23, 45; 13:4; 28:16) and how (2:41-42; 4:31; 5:42; 6:7; 12:24; 28:31) did the gospel spread? What was the key to its success? How can we apply that today? 
	The gospel spread from Jerusalem to Judea, then to Samaria, and then to the rest of the earth. It went from Jews to Samaritans to Ethiopians and to Gentiles in Israel, Asia, Macedonia, and Rome. It spread by the Holy Spirit through His messengers, both apostles and “laymen”, and did so in exponential fashion. On the day of Pentecost three thousand were saved beside women and children, then later five thousand (Acts 4:4), with even priests becoming obedient to the faith. They grew by teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ both house to house and in the temple every day. As they did this the Word continued to spread, grow and be multiplied, increasing constantly. By the end of Acts it was being spoken in the capital of the Roman empire with all openness, unhindered. The key to its success was the power of the Holy Spirit, the clear presentation of the gospel and God’s truth, and boldness by believers everywhere. When we also proclaim the truth of Jesus with boldness in the power of the Holy Spirit today we, too, will watch the Word increase in all ways. Our priority must be to present the gospel without apology to all people we encounter. 


