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L.I.F.E. Group Questions—Romans 5:1-6

Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion

CéLéEQA+ 1O and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.

Felloruship
1. Talk about how it feels to be an “insider” and how it feels to be an “outsider”. In your relation-
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ship with God, which of these seems to describe you best, and why?
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2. Think about the importance of acceptance and access to God when it comes to the growth of Principles of Internal (Change From the Book of Romans
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3. Share which of the “problems” (the world, the flesh/self-will, Satan) that grow us, that you Celebration Fellowshi p

seem to encounter most. Why do you think that is?

Living the Dream

4. In your response to struggle, where are you right now—retreat, resentment, resignation, or A preview of Romans k-7

determination to resolve it? What will it take for you to move to the next level? .
Regardless of how the Ameri-

can “dream” of “life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness”
is interpreted, it is a compel-

wrath, or under the domination _.r
of sin. Some might think that i
this “grace” basis for life might -

lead to fleshly indulgence, but *ﬁ-
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5. Share an experience in which you persevered and your faith grew as a result. What did

that do to your belief in the “glory” of God? What lessons from that can you pass on?
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6. Talk about anything else that impressed you from the message if you have time.
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ling goal for many Americans.
Almost everyone wants to “live
the dream” that leads to their
happiness. God wants the
same thing for us; as we see in

the truth is that if one has
been changed by God, deep
down he no longer wants to
live that way. As Romans 6

says, we show who our leader

God wants to remake us
from the inside out.
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“When we believe
God and His Word
in the face of
negative reality,
He sees us as

righteous.”

Extreme Makeover (Inside Edition)

Romans 3:21-5:21 (continued from pg 1)

seen as a gift of grace that comes through
faith, rather than through earning it by our
good works. This is true not only when we
are first saved, but as we go on in life,
God continues to accept us on the basis
of grace through faith, rather than by our
good works. So, we never have to “earn”
God'’s favor, but are able to enjoy it as we
go through life. Abraham’s story further
emphasizes that faith in Christ is God’s
way of righteousness for everyone, and
not just for Jews. Since Abraham was
declared righteous by faith before he ever
submitted to circumcision (the outward
sign of being a Jew), it is obvious that
anyone, Jew or Gentile, can be right be-
fore God by faith. In fact this fulfilled
God'’s promise to Abraham that he would
be the father of many nations, since he is
the “father of faith” to all who believe.
Thus, every nationality may be repre-
sented on the basis of faith in Jesus
Christ. Since Abraham wasn’t circumcised
when it was given, God’s promise to
Abraham that he and his descendents
would inherit the world couldn’t have
come through the Law. Further, the Law
brings about God’s wrath, because it can’t
be kept; but the promise by faith brings
about God’s favor, which Abraham re-
ceived by faith. This was expressed by his

believing God’s promise, in spite of out-
ward appearances, and, in the face of
negative reality, he believed in who God is
and what He had said. This confidence is
what true faith is about. Similarly, when
we believe God and His Word in the face
of negative reality, He sees us as right-
eous. This righteousness is made possible
through Christ’s sacrifice for us, and by
God'’s acceptance of this sacrifice, which
was shown by His raising of Jesus from
the dead. The blessings of this justifica-
tion before God are peace with Him, and
an entrance into a life of grace, not works.
Moreover, we exult over the prospect of
future glory with God, and are able to

have joy and hope in our tribulations
because of the godly character they build

iy,

“As we go on in life, God contin-
ues to accept us on the basis of
grace through faith”

in us. God’s grace to us is further seen in
His love, which was demonstrated by the
death of His Son for us while we sinners
at enmity with Him. By His initiative He
has saved us from His wrath, made us
His friends (reconciled us), and thus given
us a reason to exult in Him, who is obvi-
ously on our side. Considering that we are
all natural born sinners, descended from
Adam, the first sinner, and thus enslaved
to death (which ruled the world), it is
amazing that we now live as “kings” of
life. But this happened because the “2nd
Adam”, Jesus, by virtue of His death on
the cross, became the “father” of the
righteous, through faith in Him. So, just as
“in Adam” all died, all those who believe
“in Jesus” are now made alive. Our sins
have been replaced with Christ’s right-
eousness in the sight of God, and now
those who believe enjoy life and right
standing before God, rather than death
and God’s condemnation. In summary,
because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross,
and God’s acceptance of it through the
resurrection, we can enjoy peace, joy,
grace, hope, removal of God’s wrath,
friendship with Him, and experience
eternal life that begins when we believe.
We have truly been given a new lease of
life.

Study Questions for Romans k-7

Paul begins to show how to have victory over sin in everyday life.

1. Read Romans 6:1-4. What argument about grace based living did some have (v1) and what was wrong
with it (v2)? What 2 things are true about believers in Christ (v3, 4), and how should it affect them (v4)?

2. From Romans 6:5-7 in what sense have we been “united” with Christ in His death (v6), and what does

this mean to you? What is the practical application of this truth (v6, 7)?

3. Look at Romans 6:8-11. What 2nd benefit do believers have from being united with Christ (v8), and
when is this benefit in effect (v8-10)? What should our purpose as Christians be (v10-11)?
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4.In Romans 6:12-14 what are we instructed to not do (v12, 13), and to do (v13)? Why should this be our
plan of action (v14)? In your own words, how would you put this into effect?

5. Using Romans 6:15-18 what error does Paul address (v15) and what is wrong with this reasoning
(v16)? What is the first step to serving God (v17), and what difference should it make (v18)?

6. According to Romans 6:19-23 what do our lives look like before and after Christ (v19), what are the
results of each (v19-20), and the benefits of each (v21-22)? How does v23 sum up the gospel?

7. Read Romans 7:1-4. What points does Paul make about marriage that relate to the Christian life (v2, 3,
4)? To whom are Christians, in a sense, married (v4), how was this possible (v4), and what should result
(v4)?

8. From Romans 7:5-6 how did our life before Christ operate (v5), and with what outcome (v5)? What al-
lowed this to change (v6), and what is this outcome (v6)? How can we apply this?

9. In Romans 7:7-13 what error is refuted (v7), and how is it answered (v7)? How does the Law function
(v8-9), and what is the result (v10)? Why is this good (v12-13)?

10. Looking at Romans 7:14-19 to what conflict does Paul call attention (v14), and to what does it lead
(v15, 19)? What does this say about the Law (v16), and about us (v18)? How does this make you feel?

11. Using Romans 7:20-25 what is the Christian’s true identity (v22, 25) and false identity (v20, 23, 25)?
Where does evil dwell in us (v23-24), and how can we overcome it (v25)? How do you think we do this?

12. From Romans 6-7 summarize what the Spirit is teaching about the basis for victory over sin in the
Christian life (6:6-8, 12-14, 19; 7:4, 6; 21-24). In your own words apply this to your life.
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Memory Verse
“The wages of sin is
death, but the gift
of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ
our Lord.”

Romans 6:23



