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L.I.F.E. Group Questions—Romans 2:1-16
October 10, 2004

Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion

CéLéEQA+ 1O and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.

Felloruship
1. Talk about which bothers you most—the heathen (an ungodly person) or a hypocrite. Why?
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2. What is “absolute truth”, and how does it differ from “relative” truth? Discuss how it is possi-

ble that 53% of people in evangelical churches believe that “truth is relative”.

3. Share experiences where you have fallen prey to a “fatal flaw” of man’s truth (if | look good,
then | am good; if circumstances good, my life pleases God; delayed judgment = no judgment)?

4. Discuss what it means that “I can’t be saved by works, but | will be judged by them”. Why is it

so important to understand this in daily living?

5. In what sense will the gospel “judge” us, and how can we come out on the right side of
this judgment? What difference should this make in our lives this week?

6. Talk about anything else that impressed you from the message if you have time.
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Shut My Mouth

A preview of Romans 2:17-3:20

The old saying from the deep
South, “well, shut my mouth”,
describes the result of the
week’s upcoming study. Some
comments just stop us cold in
our in tracks, and Romans 2-3
has the same effect. Anyway
we look at it, mankind is shut
up under sin, with no earthly
hope for deliverance. While
many think that their social
status, nationality, or knowl-
edge must make them special,

Their inability to practice God’s
precepts brought dishonor on
God’s name. Yet they relied on
their distinctiveness as Jews,
especially circumcision, to
make them secure and special
before God. Nevertheless, God
requires inward obedience to
His Law, and anyone who does
this, whether Jew or Gentile, is
right in God’s sight. Therefore,
in spite of their connection
with God, even Jews stand

Principles of Internal Change From the Book of Romans
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God wants to remake us
from the inside out.

mankind in general has acted
the same way. It is clear that
none are righteous, none
understand and none seek
after God. All, having known
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“We will all stand
condemned before
God, because we
have kept neither
the biblical standard,

nor our own.”
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Romans 1:18-2:1k (continued from pg 1)

murder, and conflict. Sins of the tongue,
like gossip, slander, and lies, are rampant
and prideful sins like arrogance, boasting,
and being hateful to God, are prevalent.
New types of evil are even invented,
parents are flagrantly disobeyed, and man
kind is unloving, untrustworthy and re-
fuses to be understanding. Worse than
that, even though man knows that these
things deserve God'’s judgment, they
encourage others to do the same things.
After showing the guilt of mankind in
general, Paul then focuses on another
group, one which considers themselves
above Paul’s previous accusations. These
people judge others, but are actually
without excuse because they do the very
same things—although they don’t admit it.
This is a dilemma for them: since they
clearly agree with God’s standard, yet
unwittingly violate it anyway, they, too, are
under God’s judgment. They are mistaken
in two ways. First, they think that they will
escape the judgment of God, even though
they do the same things. Secondly, they
fail to appreciate the kindness, forbear-
ance, and patience of God, not realizing
that He uses these things to draw people
to repentance. Since they are not like this,
they see no value to these things. But God
is rich in kindness to us, as a first step to

bring us back to Him. Unfortunately,
mankind rarely responds to God’s kind-
ness, due to his stubbornness and unwill-
ingness to repentant. Since God promises
to dispense justice according to every-
one’s works, this will result in His judg-
ment—in this life as tribulation and dis-
tress, and in the life to come, as indignant
wrath from God. However, to those who,
seeking for glory, honor and immortality,
persevere in doing good, the result will be
just as they expect. This being said, only
those who perfectly keep God’s law,
whether Jew or Gentile, will inherit glory,
honor and peace. As everyone knows, and
as the Bible teaches, there is no one who
can fully do this. Since Jesus is the only
One who has perfectly done good, faith in

“But God is rich in kindness
to us, as a first step to bring
us back to Him.”

Him is the only way to receive this prom-
ise of immorality. At this juncture in Ro-
mans, though, Paul’s (and the Spirit’s)
point is that no one, whether they have
the biblical law, or just have the law that
their conscience dictates, will be able to
measure up to God’s standard of perfec-
tion, which is the same for all. Although all
have the opportunity to try to do good per-
fectly, no will attain this; we will all stand
condemned before God, because we have
kept neither the biblical standard, nor our
own. His standard is thoroughly fair be-
cause He will not only judge our actions,
but our hidden thoughts as well. In sum-
mary mankind deserves the wrath of God
in judgment because they have rejected
their knowledge of Him, and of His wrath.
They have worshipped His creation, rather
than Him, the Creator, and have become
idolatrous. They have treated God as
irrelevant, and, even worse, have encour-
aged others to follow suit. As a result God
has turned them over to sexual immoral-
ity, homosexuality, and depraved thinking.
Furthermore, He has given tribulation to
them in this life, and has promised wrath
and indignation in the Day of Judgment.
Because all have done these things, if left
to ourselves, all will receive this judgment.
This is truly “equal justice”.

Study Questions for Romans 2:17-3:20

Paul puts the finishing touches on his presentation that all mankind stands condemned before God.

1. Read Romans 2:17-24. In what 8 things did the Jews pride themselves (v17-20)? Which of these indi-
cate an attitude of superiority (v17, 20)?

2. From Romans 2:21-24 what did the Jews do wrong, in spite of their special relationship with God (v21-

23)? What was the result of this behavior (v24)? What does this teach us?

3. Look at Romans 2:25-27. Upon what outward act or sign did the Jews rely (v25), but what was wrong

with this thinking (v25)? Rather than circumcision, what really mattered (v26-27)? How can we apply this?
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4.In Romans 2:28-29 how does Paul, by the Spirit, define a “true” Jew (v29)? What 3 things characterize
a “true” Jew (v29)? What do you think this means?

5. Using Romans 3:1-2, is there any advantage to being a Jew outwardly (v1)? What is the first advantage
given (v2), and why was this such an advantage over everyone else? What can we learn here?

6. Looking at Romans 3:3-4 what did some think Jewish unbelief meant (v3)? What was wrong with this
argument (v4)? What principle does this bring out about how God’s support and our responsibility relate?

7. Read Romans 3:5-6. To what contrast does Paul call attention (v5), and what did this show (v5)? How
did some twist this against God (v5)? Why is this argument wrong (v6)?

8. From Romans 3:7-8 what second contrast is pointed out (v7), what did it show (v7), and how did some
twist this truth against God (v7)? How is this argument shown to be wrong (v8)?

9. Using Romans 3:9-12 what seven things are said to be true of every single person (9, 10, 11, 12)? How
does this show the depth of man’s condition, and how does this make you feel?

10. According to Romans 3:13-18 what specific sins are prevalent among mankind (13-14, 15-16, 17,
18)? How does this picture correspond to life today? Personally, which of these trip you up most?

11. From Romans 3:19-20 what does the Law do to everyone (v19), and why (v20)? What is the real pur-
pose of the Law (v20), and how does it affect their relationship with God (v19)?

12. Review Romans 1:18-3:20. How is everyone shown to deservedly be under God’s judgment in these
sections (1:18-32; 2:1-16; 2:17-29; 3:9-18)?
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Memory Verse
“...by the works of
the Law no flesh will
be justified in His
sight, for through the
Law comes the
knowledge of sin.”
Romans 3:20



