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L.I.F.E. Group Questions—2 Kings 7
October 3, 2004

Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion

CéLéBQA—F 1O and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.
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1. Have you ever noticed Israel’s repeating cycle—God’s blessing, their rebellion, God’s disci-
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pline, their repentance, God'’s restoration—in your life? Where are you right now?
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2. Why were the lepers willing to take a risk, and what would that be like in our lives? What usu-

ally gets you to that point?

3. When is risk-taking related to faith, and when is it not? What are some risks you have taken
for God? Is there a risk God is calling you to take right now?

4. Talk about something God has blessed you with recently. How could you share that blessing

with others?

5. Discuss ways to develop a lifestyle of sharing God’s greatest blessing, that of salvation,
with those around you. Get specific.

6. Talk about anything else that impressed you from the message if you have time.
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As the losing team'’s fate was
virtually sealed on Monday
Night Football, “dandy” Don
Meredith used to sing “turn out
the lights, the party’s over”. In
other words, there was no way
the losing team was going to
avoid defeat. In this week’s
study in Romans we begin to
see this as mankind’s status
before God. Although God has
given mankind a continuing
opportunity to know about Him

known to be true. Rather than
honoring the true God and His
glorious nature, human beings
have made idols of the created
order, and have worshipped
and served the creature in-
stead of the Creator. As a re-
sult the judgment of God has
fallen on all who have done
this. He has turned these sin-
ful idolaters over to their lower
nature, allowing them to in-
dulge in sexual immorality and
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God wants to remake us
from the inside out.

leading them to do all kinds
of things worthy of death. For
those who simply judge these
people, they, too, have done
the same things, and find
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The 5 Purposes of the genuine article with no facade. The the lineage of David as a true man. “obedience of faith” among the Gen-
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“We have the
strength to fulfill His
purpose, and we
have an inner calm
that enables us to

face life’s issues”

Extreme Makeover (Inside Edition)

Romans 1:1-17 (continued from pg 1)

but additionally, as Paul prays, we also
receive grace and peace from Him. This
means we have the strength to fulfill His
purpose, and we have an inner calm that
enables us to face life’s issues. We also
have a fellowship with other believers, as
Paul illustrates. He was thankful for these
Romans because their faith in Christ was
well-known throughout the world, and He
prayed for them unceasingly, to which fact
God would bear witness. This constant
prayer also showed the sincerity of Paul’'s
concern for these Christians. This was
due partly to Paul’s desire to visit Rome,
which he had never been able to do, but
which he felt was very important, since
Rome was the capital of the empire. It
was significant that God had established
Christianity there even without Paul’s
involvement; nevertheless Paul wanted to
gather fruit in Rome, as he had among
the other Gentiles, and he wanted to
impart to the Roman Christians some
spiritual gift that would result in their
encouragement. This referred to some-
thing the Spirit would do through him for
the Roman Christians that would solidify
their faith even more, rather than the
exercise of one of the spiritual gifts listed
in Romans 12. As Paul did this he was
confident that he, in turn, would be en-

couraged by them. We are always encour-
aged by the growth we see in those we
serve. Anticipating that some might ques-
tion that Paul really wanted to come see
them, he let them know that God had
prevented him from doing this until now.
But he wanted to be there and gather fruit
among them, because he felt obligated to
both God and mankind—whether civilized
or uncivilized, or foolish or wise—to take
the gospel to them. He was not ashamed
of this “good news” because he knew it to
be the power (literally “dynamite”) of God
for mankind’s deliverance, or salvation—
for both Jews and Gentiles (Greeks), as
long as they believed it. The gospel brings
about salvation because it reveals the
righteousness of God, which is given on
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“Belief in this gospel message is
the dynamite-like power that God
uses to bring about salvation .”

the basis of faith, and not good works. As
a person accepts God’s gift of righteous-
ness by faith, he or she receives more
faith to continue on in the life of grace by
faith. So the gospel is a message of salva-
tion that is radically different from any
other of the religions of the world, and
Paul’s life illustrates this gospel. As one
who was running against God, because
God had called him, he had become a
slave of Christ for the gospel. His great
passion was to impart this message, of
which he was not ashamed, to others, to
lead them to salvation, and to see them
become established in this faith. He was
also a thankful man who prayed con-
stantly for those to whom he would minis-
ter. His life of complete service to God
and others embodied the gospel. This
gospel is about God’s Son, Jesus, who
was the Jewish Messiah (as David’s
descendent) and was shown to be the
powerful Son of God by the resurrection.
Belief in this gospel message is the dyna-
mite-like power that God uses to bring
about salvation. It reveals a different way
of being right before God—by faith in His
righteousness, rather than by one’s good
works. And, as this faith is exercised, it
grows into greater faith. This is what
Christianity is all about, “the real deal”.

Study Questions for Romans 1:18-2:1b

Paul begins to show that all mankind is trapped under the guilt of sin.

1. Read Romans 1:18-20. What has God made plain to mankind (v20), and what have they done with this
truth (v18-19)? What is God’s resulting attitude (v18) and mankind’s resulting condition (v20)?

2. From Romans 1:21-23 what has mankind done with the knowledge of God that they have (v21, 23)?
How has this affected their thinking and ability to choose (v21-22)? How can we apply this today?

3. Look at Romans 1:24-25. How has God responded to mankind’s refusal to accept the knowledge of
Him (v24), and why (v25)? What “lie” has mankind believed (v25)? How do you see this today?
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4.In Romans 1:26-27 what else has God given mankind over to (v26), how does it differ from the 1st,
and in what 2 ways has this occurred (v26-27)? What has happened to the people that do this (v27)?

5. From Romans 1:28-32 to what 3rd thing has God given over mankind (v28), and with what result (v28-
29)? What types of sins are listed in v29-31? What makes these actions even worse (v32)?

6. Looking at Romans 2:1-2 describe the person to whom Paul is now talking (v1). In what dilemma does
this person find himself or herself (v1-2)?

7. Read Romans 2:3-4. What two mistaken thoughts do these people have (v3, 4)? What is God rich in
towards mankind (v4), and what is this designed to do for us (v4)?
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8. From Romans 2:5-6 how has mankind typically responded to God’s kindness (v5), what is the result of & \i\//;: —
this (vb), and why (v6)? What does this show about trying to get into heaven by good works?

Memory Verse

9. Using Romans 2:7-11 describe the two groups, and their outcome (v7-8, 9-10). Explain how this relates “...the kindness of

to faith in Christ (see 1:16-17). What is the main point that the Holy Spirit, through Paul, is making (v11)?
God leads you to
repentance.”
Romans 2:4

10. According to Romans 2:12-13 what two types of people will try to get to heaven (v12)? What is God’s
absolute standard of righteousness (v13)? Can anyone do this on their own?

11. From Romans 2:14-16 what opportunity does everyone have (v13-14), and where does this potential
come from (v15)? To what depth will God judge every man in the Day of Judgment (v16)?

12. Review Romans 1:18-2:16. What has mankind done to deserve the wrath of God (1:18-19, 21-23, 25,
28, 32; 2:1, 5, 8, 12)? What is the result of this wrath (1:24, 26, 27, 28; 2:2, 3, 5-6, 8-9, 16)?



