Sept 12, 2004

L.I.F.E. Group Questions

Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion

CéLéEQA+ 1O and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.

Felloruship

1. Share about your personal experience with alcohol—from your family of origin, or personally.

Reaching, ; i i
How has your viewpoint of alcoholic beverage changed over the years?

Restoring,
Raising Up

Living Like a King

Fulfilling Our Call to Royalty from 1 & 2 Kings

2. Where have you seen the devastation of alcohol on a personal level?
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3. In light of alcohol’s devastating effects, why do you think our culture (including members of

churches) is so committed to its continuance? Celebration Fellowshi P

Swimming in the River

4. Talk about something new about your biblical understanding of alcohol from the sermon. .
A preview of Amos U-b
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5. Discuss why the principle of love calls for us to completely abstain from the use of al- - o o thel.r Yersmn of substltuyng )
coholic beverage Volume 3. Issue 2 are “swimming in the river”, “religion” for true worship. This =
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. . . . Israel’s history they were cer- i i
6. Talk about anything else that impressed you from the message if you have time. o y .y o practices against the helpless
tainly “swimming in the river that further angered God. We can live like kings when
We’re on the Web! Inside this issue: of denial. As Amos 4-6 illus- Rather than abusing the help- we follow the King, Jesus.
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trates, Israel obviously thought
that they were okay with God,

less, He wanted their justice
and righteousness to “roll

not only their enemies who
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“Similarly, as
murder, abortion,
euphemism and
abuse show, vio-

lence is rampant in

America today.”

Living Like a King

Amos 1-3 (continued from pg 1)

tions were primarily against God, they
would be judged like the other nations, by
the destruction of their capital and for-
tresses. Theirs would be destroyed by fire,
which was literally fulfilled in 2 Kings
25:9. Their judgment shows that failure to
adhere to our covenant with God is just as
wrong in His eyes as sins against human-
ity. God’s crowning target for judgment
was Israel, to whom most of Amos’ proph-
ecy is devoted. Israel not only rejected
God'’s Law, but also engaged in social
injustice—they took bribes, of both money
and property (giving one’s sandal symbol-
ized the transfer of property), perverted
justice, and coveted the property of the
helpless (like Ahab with Naboth’s vine-
yard). They powered up on the humble,
father and son had sex with the same girl,
they kept the garment pledges of poor
people overnight, and drank wine banned
in the worship of God. These sins corre-
spond to our taking advantage of others
today for personal gain, when the vulner-
able are the very ones we should protect.
Israel’s actions were a slap in God'’s face,
who had destroyed the physically impos-
ing Amorites for them, had delivered them
from Egyptian slavery, had preserved
them through the wilderness for forty
years, and had even chosen some of their

sons to be prophets and Nazirites as His
special servants. Yet Israel had caused
the Nazirites to break their vows, and had
caused the prophets to not speak, nullify-
ing both of them. Their actions made God
so “weary” that He disabled their ability to
run, fight, or use their talents to avoid His
judgment, leaving them with no defense.
Amos then showed the certainty of God’s
judgment in a series of causes and ef-
fects. He chose them, therefore they
would be punished, just as the cause of
two men walking is that they have agreed
to do so. Just as a lion roars when the
prey is captured, so when the Lord reveals
His counsel to His prophets, it is certain to
happen. When God’s prophecy is given,
the effect should be trembling. But Israel
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“The vulnerable are the very
ones we should protect.”

had no fear; they continued with and
hoarded up chaotic violence and oppres-
sion to such an extent that even the
pagan nations were amazed at it. Israel
didn’t know how to do right, due to their
lack of familiarity with God’s Word. Simi-
larly, as murder, abortion, euphemism
and abuse show, violence is rampant in
America today. But, as Israel showed, this

violence would be judged with such sever-

ity that the perpetrators would only sur-
vive with little handfuls they grabbed on
the way out, like a shepherd who saves
only the sheep’s ear from the lion. God
would also tear down Bethel’s false altars
with their horns, upon which the people
relied for salvation, as well as their sum-
mer and winter houses that were their
sources of security. These “safety nets”
would all be removed when His judgment
finally came. Israel’s situation was like
America’s today. Thinking we are secure,
we continue in the cruel abuse of abor-
tion, the oppression of the poor through
corporate greed, and the perversion of
justice as we reject our Judeo-Christian
heritage in the courts. All the while call
ourselves a Christian nation because the
majority claim some religious affiliation.
But, just as Israel, we are in the cross-
hairs of God’s scope of judgment.

Study Questions for Amos u-b

In spite of God’s continuing discipline of Israel, they lived under the assumption that He was still pleased with their actions.

1. Read Amos 4:1-5. How were the women of Samaria described (v1) and what were they doing wrong
(v1)? How were they covering it up (v4-5), and how would God respond (v2-3)? What does this show us?

2. From Amos 4:6-13 what disciplines had God already inflicted on Israel (v6,7-8, 9, 10, 11), and how did

they respond (v6, 8, 9, 10, 11)? What would the consequence be (v12), and why was this serious (v13)?

3. Look at Amos 5:1-3. How does God describe Israel’s present condition (v2), and what would illustrate

this (v3)? What are Israel’s fatal symptoms (v2), and why is this so sad?
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4. In Amos 5:4-9 what choice did God call Israel to make (v4-5), and what would happen if they didn’t
(v6)? Who was God'’s particular target of discipline (v7), and why should they fear (v8-9)?

5. Using Amos 5:10-13 what had Israel done wrong (v11, 12), how did they react to being confronted with
this truth (v10), and what was the effect on society (v13)? How would they be punished (v11)? Apply to us
today.

6. Looking at Amos 5:14-15 what does God call Israel to do (v14, 15) and how might He respond (v14,
15)? Comparing this with 5:4 & 6, what is the connection between doing good to others and loving God?

7. Read Amos 5:16-20. How did Israel apparently view the impending “day of the Lord” (when He would
come in judgment)? What would it be like instead (v16-17, 18-20)? What did they fail to realize?

8. From Amos 5:21-27 what was Israel doing to appease God (v22-23, 25-26), what was His viewpoint of
this (v21, 22, 25-26), and what would He do to them (v27)? What did He really want them to do (v24)?

Memory Verse

“But let justice

9. Using Amos 6:1-7 describe the life and mind-set in Israel at that time (v, 2, 4-6). How should they have roll down like

been reacting (v6), and what was about to happen to them (v3, 7)? What can we learn from this? i
waters, and right-
eousness like an

ever-flowing

10. According to Amos 6:8-11 what did God detest about Israel (v8), and what would He do about it (v9, stream.”
11)? What would the effect on the people be (v10), and what point do you think He was making?

11. Looking at Amos 6:12-14 how had Israel become twisted in their thinking (v12, 13), and what would
God do about it (v14)? What should they learn from this?

12. Summarize what Israel was doing wrong (4:1; 5:7, 10-12; 6:8, 12-13), the cover-ups they had in place
(4:4-5; 5:5; 5:21-26); and the indicators that they were in denial about God’s judgment (4:1; 4:6-11; 5:18,
20; 6:1, 4-6). What overall lessons can we learn here?



