January 16, 2005

L.L.F.E. Group Questions—Matthew 5:1-3

Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion

CéLéBQA—F 1O and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.
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1. Share with the group what made you happiest as a kid, and how that has changed for you
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2. Talk about your experiences in seeking things, pleasure and success—what has been good
about those things, and what has been bad?

3. Define what “spiritual bankruptcy” means to you. Where have you experienced this, and

where does it still need to happen?

4. Explain why our goodness doesn’t go deep enough (Matt 5:22), far enough (5:41-44), or high

enough (5:48). What is the only way each of these can happen?

5. Discuss why admitting spiritual poverty reduces our stress, enhances our relationships
and releases God’s power. Which is most appealing to you, and why?

6. Talk about anything else that impressed you from the message if you have time.
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In the Gold Rush of the 1890’s
a test was developed to insure
that the ore mined wasn’t
“fool’s” gold. A certain type of
acid could be applied to the
product, and if it survived “the
acid test”, it was “good as
gold”. Matthew 7 provides
some “acid tests” for profess-
ing believers. Passing these
tests provides evidence of the
genuineness of one’s faith.
The first of these is the man-
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others’ actions, in itself, is not

wrong; in fact we must not give

what is holy to those who can-
not appreciate the value of
God’s uniqueness. However,
when we pass judgment on
others for violating our stan-
dard, we will be condemned
when we commit the same
violation. Instead of judging
others, we should persistently
ask our heavenly Father to
meet our needs; when we do

Getting to Know Jesus Will
Change Your Life!

teachers point to other ways,
but the fruit of their lives indi-
cates the unfaithfulness to
God that resides in their
hearts. Actually, it doesn’t
matter what we say; what
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“We should store
up treasure in
heaven, where it
will always be

secure.”

Close Encounters of the Jesus Kind

Matthew b (continued from pg 1)

able to freely grant this to others that we
have demonstrated the attitude neces-
sary to receive this gift from God. Such
people recognize that their forgiveness
comes by grace, and so must be gra-
ciously given to others by them. With this
explanation Jesus then delved into the
practice of fasting. Many of His day did
this with a “martyr’s complex”, calling
attention to the great sacrifice they were
making for God so that others would be
impressed. But the purpose of fasting is
to deepen one’s devotion to God, and so
it is oriented only towards Him. Therefore,
we should be joyful before others when
we are fasting because of the greater
focus on God that this promotes. In sum-
mary, all of our service to God must be
done sincerely, simply to please Him; and
when we do He promises to reward us
openly. Jesus then began to lay out the
right attitude we should have towards our
earthly possessions. We are not to treas-
ure these possessions, by focusing on
them and deriving a sense of security
from them. This is foolish, because pos-
sessions can quickly vanish through theft,
or they can lose their value a variety of
ways. Rather, we should store up treasure
in heaven, where it will always be fully
secure. When our eyes are focused on

eternal values related to God’s purposes,
we will be able to clearly see the best way
to live; however, when we are focused on
earthly treasure we will live in confused
darkness. The fact is we cannot serve God
and serve possessions; it is impossible.
But, when we choose to serve God, we
always have enough of the “things” we
need for this life. Therefore, we must
avoid worrying over temporal needs, such
as food or clothing. Our Father provides
for birds, who do nothing in advance to
obtain their food, and, to use another
natural example, He beautifies the grass
of the field with lilies, even though their
life span is so short. Furthermore, these
lilies do nothing to cause their own
beauty, just as we can do nothing to add a
day to our life or an inch to our height.

“When we choose to serve God,
we will always have enough of
the ‘things’ we need for this life.”

This all shows the care God has for His
creation, and since mankind is His high-
est creation, we have nothing over which
to be anxious. In addition, God especially
cares for His own family, so when we
worry we demonstrate our lack of trust in
Him. Those apart from God’s family
(called “Gentiles” in this passage) are
expected to act like this, since they have
no heavenly “Father” upon whom they
depend. However, as His children, we can
expect His provision; our objective, then,
must be to pursue the advancement of
His kingdom in our own lives and others’,
and to strive to carry out His righteous-
ness on this earth. Since each day pro-
vides ample challenges, there is no rea-
son to worry over what might occur in the
future. Instead, we should actively engage
in the pursuit of God’s purposes in this
world, and rest in the assurance that He
will satisfy our needs completely. The
bottom line of our service to God is that
we should live to please Him alone; the
bottom line of our relationship to our
possessions and God’s kingdom is that
we should, by seeking His kingdom and
righteousness, lay up heavenly, rather
than earthly treasures. When we do this
we discover the real treasure of life that
gives us peace and lasts forever.

Study Questions for Matthew 7

Before we begin to condemn others we must honestly assess the authenticity of our own faith.

1. Read Matthew 7:1-2. What prohibition is given (v1), and why do you think we tend to do this? What 2
reasons are given to not do this (v2)? Why are these true?

2. From Matthew 7:3-5 what is the real problem with “judging” others (v3)? What should we do before
dealing with others’ issues (vb) and why (v5)?

3. In Matthew 7:6 what does Jesus say to not do (v6) and what do you think this means? How does this
balance His teaching in 7:1-5, and how should we apply this truth to our daily lives?
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4. Looking at Matthew 7:7-11 what does Jesus say to do (v7), and why (v8), and what is the connection
between these 3 things? What attitude does this presuppose, and what promise is given (v9-11)?

5. Using Matthew 7:12 how does Jesus sum up the God’s teachings, and, based on 7:1-11, how should
we treat people (v1-2, 5, 6, 7-11)? Why would following v12 help us to obey 7:17?

6. According to Matthew 7:13-14 what is the goal that everyone seeks (v14), and how do we get there
(v13)? Where do most go (v13) and why? What point do you think Jesus is making?

7. From Matthew 7:15-17 of what does Jesus say to beware (v15)? What do they look like (v15), what are
they after (v15), how do you know them for sure, and why (v16-17)? How should we apply this?

8. Read Matthew 7:18-20. What truth does v18 point out, and what does this mean? What will happen to
those who always produce bad fruit (v19), and why? Since everyone sins how should we take this?

9. In Matthew 7:21-23 who does Jesus say will enter heaven (v21), and who will not enter heaven (v23)?
What actions, by themselves, mean nothing to God (v21, 22)? What does this teach us?

10. Using Matthew 7:24-27 compare the 2 groups—v24-25 with v26-27—by looking at what happened to
both of them, how they acted, and the results. What is Jesus encouraging us to do (24)?

11. From Matthew 7:28-29 how did those who heard Jesus’ teachings respond to Him (v28)? How was
Jesus different from the scribes (v29), and why do you think this surprised them?

12. From Matthew 7 what should we do (v5, 7, 12, 13, 15, 21, 24) and not do (v1, 3, 6, 13, 23, 26) ac-
cording to Jesus? When we do what results can we expect (v5, 6, 11, 13, 14, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27)?
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Memory Verse

“Ask, and it shall be
given to you; seek,
and you shall find;
knock, and it shall

be opened to you.”



