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L.LLF.E. Group Questions—I Kings 19
Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion

and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.

1. Share with the group about a time that you felt like running from God, or His will in your life.
What provoked that?

2. Where do you go when you need to run “back to God” - what person or place comes to mind?

What is helpful about that person or place?

3. Think about the meaning of repentance (to change your thinking about something). Is there a
particular area in which your thinking needs to be turned around in your relationship with God?

4. Discuss why the process of confession is so important. What are some of the ways that God
“calls us out” when we are hiding in our cave? How does show the importance of community?
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the line. Although He had done
far more than could be ex-
pected to bring Israel back to
Him, and had shown more
patience than could be imag-

ter of pregnant women, be-
came common practices. This
occurred because of Israel’s
refusal to have a relationship
with God. The nation and their

even influenced the southern
kingdom of Judah, who would
soon be sent into captivity as
well. If nothing else, this story
teaches us that when a per-




Page 2

\\’

e

“When we don’t
follow God, our
quality of life

declines.”

Living Like a King

II Kings 1l2-14 (continued from pg 1)

comfort His people, in spite of the way we
continually treat Him. After Jehoahaz, his
son, Jehoash (of Israel), became king. He,
too, was evil, walking in the ways of Jero-
boam. As his mourning at Elisha’s
deathbed shows, he at least respectfully
considered God, but was unwilling to
faithfully follow Him. The result of his
unfaithfulness was the weakening of the
Israelite army during the days of Jehoahaz
and Jehoash, showing that when we don’t
follow God, our quality of life declines and
our security is diminished. We simply
aren’t strong enough on our own to stand
against Satan and his weapons. When
Jehoash went to see Elisha, he was com-
manded to shoot an arrow out the win-
dow. Elisha told him this was the arrow of
the Lord’s victory through Israel over
Aram. He then told him to take the arrows
and strike the ground. Jehoash only
struck the ground three times, exhibiting
a lack of faith that angered Elisha. Be-
cause of the interpretation of the first
arrow he should have known that his
actions were symbolic of victory. Since he
only struck the ground three times, there
would only be three victories, rather than
complete victory. Elisha’s prophetic minis-
try was then validated after he died. First,
when a dead body was thrown in his
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grave, it came back to life, showing that
God was with him. Then, in the battles
against Aram, they won three times, and
that was it, fulfilling God’s promise for
only partial victory due to Jehoash’s weak
faith. Over in Judah Amaziah was the next
king, and he did right in the sight of the
Lord—although he didn’t remove the high
places where the people sacrificed on
their own. He also justly had his father’s
murderers executed, but refused to kill
their sons, in keeping with the Mosaic
Law. Later, after a victory against Edom,
he foolishly engaged Israel in battle out of
pride. The result was a resounding defeat,
showing again that pride goes before a
fall. Also, he turned to the idols of Edom,
resulting in death at the hands of con-

“The result was a resounding
defeat, showing again that
pride goes before a fall.”

spirators. He was succeeded by Azariah
(Uzziah). Back in Israel Jeroboam Il, son of
Jehoash, became king, and was very
successful by secular standards. He
greatly enlarged Israel’s borders and
reigned 41 years. Even though, he, too,
walked in Jeroboam'’s idolatry, God, in
response to Israel’s bitter affliction,
blessed them with this expansion. In
summary, the kings of Judah were good
kings, and were blessed by God because
of it; but each of them made some bad
choices at the end of their lives. These
resulted in defeats at the hands of their
enemies, or in death at the hand of their
conspirators. All of Israel’s kings were
bad, choosing to walk in the ways of
Jeroboam. In spite of that God continued
to deliver them from oppression because
of His compassionate nature. The real
story in this section is how God, in spite of
the unfaithfulness of His people, never
changed. He patiently tried to draw His
people back into relationship with Him,
blessing them when He could, and disci-
plining them when there was no other
alternative. This shows again that when
we do things God’s way, life works suc-
cessfully, but when we rebel, it fails mis-
erably. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to
figure that out..

AQuestions for 2 Kings 15-17

Israel, continuing in its rebellion against God, finally falls to Assyria, and Judah will not be far behind.

1. Read 2 Kings 15:1-7. Who was Judah’s next king (v1), how long did he reign (v2), and how was he like

Amaziah (v3-4)? What happened to him (v5), and why (see 2 Chron26:16-21), and how can we apply this?

2.In 2 Kings 15:8-22 who were the next 3 kings of Israel and how long did they reign (v8, 13, 17)? How
did they come to power (v8, 10, 14) and what were they like (v9, 10, 14-20)?

3. From 2 Kings 15:23-31 who were Israel’s next 2 kings, how long did they reign (v23, 27), and what
were they like (v24, 25, 28)? What happened during Pekah’s reign (v29, 30)?

Volume 2, Issue 53

4. In 2 Kings 15:32-38 who followed Uzziah as king in Judah (v32)? What did he do good (v34, 35b, see 2
Chron 27:3-6) and bad (v35a)? What the outcome of his life and why (2 Chron 27:6)?

5. Looking at 2 Kings 16:1-9 who was Judah’s next king (v1) and how did he act (v2-4), especially com-
pared to his father, Jotham? What does this show? Who came against him (v7), and how did he react (v7-
9)?

6. Using 2 Kings 16:10-20 what things did Ahaz do wrong (v10-16), and what did he do to the temple
(v17-18)? What does this show about his regard for God’s holiness? How can we apply this today?

7. From 2 Kings 17:1-6 who was Israel’s last king (v1) and what was he like (v2)? What foolish thing did

he do (v4), and what was the result (v5-6)? Looking at Deuteronomy 28:62-64 why did this really happen? mmm_,

8. Read 2 Kings 17:7-18. List the wrong things that Israel did that led to their fall (v7, 8, 9, 10-11, 12, 13-
14, 15-17). What was the result (v17-18—this took from 931BC-722BC)?

9. In 2 Kings 17:19-23 how did Israel affect Judah (v19), and how had all this come to pass (v20-23)?
Why should they have known better (v23)?

10. From 2 Kings 17:24-33 what did the Assyrian king do to the land of Israel (v24), what problem did
they encounter (v25-26), and what did they do about it (v27-28)? What did they do wrong (v29-33)?

11. Using 2 Kings 17:34-41 what had God told them to do (v35-39), but what did they do instead (v34,
40-41)? What was the root cause of their defection (v37-38) and how should they have responded (v39)?

12. Summarize what happened when Israel forgot the Lord. How can we apply that to our lives?
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Memory Verse
“But the Lord your
God you shall fear;
and He will deliver
you from the hand

of all your enemies.”

2 Kings 17:39



