April 11, 2004

L.I.LF.E. Group Questions—(Phil 1:21)

Our L.I.F.E. Groups that meet in homes use the following questions from the sermon for discussion
and application. To find a group pick up a L.I.F.E. Group brochure in the Welcome Center.
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Raising Up

1. Talk with the group about your favorite thing about Easter growing up. When did you become
aware that the Christ’s resurrection was the main thing about it?

Enjoy the Rest of Your Life

2. How personal is your relationship with Christ—is it more like an authority figure, a parent, a 3 i 3 L. L. .
Discover principles for happy 1living from the book of Philippians

friend, or some other relationship in your life? How could it become more intimate?
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3. On a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being the most) how much do you access the power of the resur-
rected Christ on a daily basis? Why do you think this is true (high or low)?

4. In your walk with Christ, what stage are you presently in—easy, difficult, impossible or excit-
ing? How are you handling this?

Like Elvis’ hound dog, who
never caught a rabbit like he
was supposed to, those who

human righteousness that we
become right with God, but
rather worship in the Spirit of

5. If Christ was the purpose of your life, how would it look in your family or marriage, in your
work, in your social life, in your church life, or in your personal life? What would it take to move
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toward that goal?

6. Talk about anything else that impressed you from the message if you have time.
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make promises, but never
follow through, are not your
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like Elvis), promised that their
approach would give favor with
God, but this approach failed
to deliver. These carnivorous
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hand: he had tried to gain
God’s favor through a meticu-
lous “religiosity”, having at-
tained everything humanly

The secret of happiness
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the only thing worth having in
life was Christ Himself. He
wanted to know Him and the
power of His resurrection,
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“All Christians, alive
or dead, will be
changed into glorified
bodies made
in His life-giving

image.”

Enjoy the Rest of Your Life

1 Corinthians 15 (continued from pg 1)

shouldn’t be listened to (meaning the
New Testament isn’t true). Finally, no
resurrection would mean that those who
have already died are gone forever—
never to be heard from again. Again, if
Christ were not raised, then the preach-
ing of the apostles and the faith of believ-
ers is worthless, and we are all still cap-
tive to sin. Also, if we have hoped in
Christ only for the present life, and not for
eternity, we are to be pitied; since we
have lived based on a historical fact that
really didn’t happen, we have sacrificed
our lives for nothing, and they have been
wasted. But Christ, indeed, was raised.
He is the “first fruits” of the resurrection,
meaning Jesus is the first of God’s
“harvest” of believers to life, and the
guarantee that they, being the rest of the
harvest, will also be resurrected. After
Him comes the resurrection of those who
are Christ’s at the 2nd coming (believers
who have died already), then the final
resurrection of everyone when the “end”
of time comes. Once Jesus has fulfilled
His purpose of abolishing all His ene-
mies, the last being death, He will hand
the kingdom over to His Father, that God
might be all in all. This shows that the
whole plan of redeeming fallen mankind
from the curse of sin and death is so that

God will ultimately be shown to be all that
anyone or anything needs. Paul then
returns to showing how the Christian life
would be pointless if the resurrection had
not occurred. There would be no point in
people becoming Christians and being
baptized when Christians they know die
for their faith. There would be no point in
suffering for the Lord if it weren’t true. It
would be better just to “live it up”, if the
resurrection hadn’t occurred. The reason,
though, that some believe the resurrec-
tion hasn’t occurred is the influence of
“bad company”, or unbelievers. Also, this
lack of belief in the resurrection will lead
to sin, because it eliminates ultimate
accountability before God. Nevertheless,
the resurrection will occur, and though

“We who believe in Christ will ex-
perience the ultimate victory over
death and sin because of Him.”

we die as perishable, dishonorable, weak
and physical beings—all because of the
consequences of sin—we will be raised as
eternal, glorious, powerful and spiritual
beings, as Christ was. This is something
to live for and look forward to—that we,
who have been in the fallen image of
Adam, will have the glorious image of the
resurrected Christ restored in us. Not all
of us will die, however; those who are
alive at Christ’'s coming will simply be
changed into this glorious body, in a
moment, when He returns. But all Chris-
tians, alive or dead, will be changed into
glorified bodies made in His life-giving
image. The ultimate result of this is that
death, and the sting that causes it, sin,
will be swallowed up in the victory of the
resurrection of believers. Practically, what
this all means to us is that we who be-
lieve in Christ will experience the ultimate
victory over death and sin because of
Him; therefore, we should now be stead-
fast and unmovable in our faith. We
should also allow our work “in the Lord”
to be abundant, since we know that our
work in Him is not in vain. It will mean
something because the resurrection is
true, and our resurrection to eternal life
is certain. We will make the “great es-
cape” into eternal life.

Study Questions for Philippians 3:1-11

We must believe in the true good news of Christ if we are to walk in joy.

1. Read Philippians 3:1-2. What command does Paul reiterate (v1), and what would carrying out this com-

mand do for them (v1)? Why is that true?

2. What 3 phrases does Paul use to describe those Jews who were trying to get the Philippians to come
back under the Jewish law (v2)? Why are these 3 expressions appropriate for “legalists” like this?

3. What 3 activities characterize those who, according to v3, are the “true” circumcision (or a true Jew)?
Why are each of these important to really live the Christian life, and to experience the joy that results?
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4. Look at 3:4-6. List the reasons Paul had to have “confidence” in his flesh. How does this show that we
need not be overly impressed with those who are very religious? What is the real issue (v8)?

5. In 3:7-8 how does Paul evaluate his life before Christ (v7), and why does he say this (7)? Personalize
this—in your own words how would you say what Paul said as it pertains to your own life?

6. What, according to v8, was Paul’s current approach to evaluating everything in his life? What was the
highest value for him?

7. From 3:8 what was Paul’s ultimate purpose in life? What do you think he meant by this, and how does
this happen (see John 14:23; Revelation 3:20)?

8. What does 3:9 say about the wrong approach to gaining Christ? What does it say the right approach is?
Where does true righteousness come from?

9. Look at 3:10-11. What are the 3 results of “gaining Christ” (v10)?

10. What do each of the things listed in v10 mean? How do you think they relate to each other?

11. How can we become “conformed” to Christ’s death, and what does this lead to (v11)? What does Paul

mean by “that | might attain to the resurrection of the dead” (see 1 Corinthians 15:50-58)?

12. Summarize the right kind of beliefs that lead to joy in the Christian life from Philippians 3:1-11. Why
does living with faith in these truths lead to joy?
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Memory Verse
“I count all things to
be loss in view of the
surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord....”

Philippians 3:8



