John 17 - Daily Study Questions – Calling in the Cavalry
The Big Idea: With Jesus in heaven we must have God’s help daily to bring Him glory and to make disciples. 
	I. Jesus’ Prayer for Him (17:1-5)
	Key Idea: Jesus prayed for the Father to glorify Him so that He could glorify the Father. 

	1. Read John 17:1-3. What did Jesus know (v1) and what did He ask (v1). How did Jesus’ “hour” relate to His being glorified (v2)? How does Jesus define eternal life (v3)? 
	Jesus knew that His hour had come to go to the cross with all of its attendant suffering. So, He asked that the Father glorify His Son (Himself) so that the Son could glorify Him. Jesus was always looking for the Father’s glory, even when He Himself was glorified. The Son’s glory would be seen in His laying down His life for His sheep and purchasing their redemption by His blood. Furthermore, in the Father’s act of raising Him from the dead He would be glorified even more. This was all the “hour” to which Jesus referred, and it implies that this was the very moment that had been planned by the Godhead from eternity past. This would secure eternal life for all who believed, thus bringing the Father and the Son even more glory. This eternal life is given to all who have been given to Jesus by the Father, as an act of God’s sovereign grace. It consists of knowing the Father personally as the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. 

	2. Using 17:4-5 how had Jesus glorified His Father (v4) and what “work” had He accomplished? What did He now ask (v5) and to what do you think He was referring? 
	Jesus had glorified the Father on earth by accomplishing the work which He had given Him to do. This work consisted of remaining perfect in all His ways and in calling, training and preserving His followers whom the Father had given to Him. He now asked the Father to glorify Him again with the glory He had shared with the Father before His humiliation of coming to the earth, taking the form of a man, a slave, and a sin bearer and giving His life for us as a sacrifice (see Phil 2:5-11). 

	II. Jesus’ Prayer for Them               (17:6-19)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ prayer for His followers is that we become like Him through His truth to impact the world for Him. 

	3. Based on 17:6-8 who had been Jesus’ focus, what was His purpose (6), and method (v6, 8)? How had it worked out (v6, 7, 8)
	Jesus had focused on the disciples, those that the Father had given Him out of the world, rather than upon the world itself. His purpose had been to manifest the name (character and traits) of the Father to them and to keep them, and to let them know that He truly came forth from the Father so that they would believe in Him. He had done this by giving to them the words of His Father that had been given to Him – in other words, teaching them the truth from the Father was His method. The results were that they had kept the Father’s word – meaning that they had accepted, obeyed, and remained true to it; they had also come to know that everything that Jesus had given to them had originated with the Father, they had received His words, understood that Jesus had come from the Father, and had believed that the Father had sent Him. Teaching is one of the most important aspects of helping others know what the Father is like; to do that we must know the truth ourselves, be willing to invest in others, and take the risk of opening our mouths. 

	4. From John 17:9-10 who did Jesus pray for (v9) and not pray for (v9)? What 4 realities does Jesus declare (v9, 10) and how does this explain the focus of His prayer?  
	In line with His focus, Jesus prayed for His disciples, rather than the world. Besides the practical reason that they would carry on His work to save the world, the stated reason He prayed for them was because they were the Father’s and the Father had given them to Him. He had a stewardship from the Father over His disciples and He was responsible to bear fruit through them for the Father. Jesus declares four realities in these verses: 1) the disciples, who are the Father’s, have been given to Him; 2) all things that are Jesus’ also belong to the Father; 3) all things that belong to the Father are Jesus’; 4) Jesus had been glorified in the disciples. So, besides His stewardship from the Father over the disciples, Jesus also prayed for them because they were the means by which He had been and would continue to be glorified. Our focus, like Jesus’, must be on believers who will carry the message to the world and bring glory to God by their lives. As Acts 2:42-47 reveals we are to minister to each other so that we can minister with each to the world. 

	5. In 17:11-13 what else did Jesus pray for His disciples (v11) and why (v11, 12)? What would result (v12, 13)? What had He done for them (v12) and who was left out (v12)? Why?
	Jesus prayed the His Holy Father would keep them in His name since He would be leaving this world and returning to heaven. While He was on earth He had been keeping them in the Father’s name that had been given to Him, and guarding them from evil, so that none of them perished, except Judas. He was the son of perdition, who had been prophesied in Ps 41:9 to betray Him. Although this was a psalm written by David about his own personal experience, David was a picture of the coming Messiah, the son of David. So this prophecy actually had a greater fulfillment than just in the life of David – it would be fulfilled in the life of the Messiah. This is another example of how prophecies in the scripture are often doubly fulfilled. So, when Jesus chose the twelve He knew that one of them would defect and fulfill this prophecy, and He probably knew when He chose Judas that he was the one. So, He didn’t lose anyone that had been sovereignly chosen by the Father to remain with Him. The other result of Jesus’ teaching in the world before He went to the Father was that His joy might be made full in them. We must have Jesus’ joy to have true joy. 

	6. According to 17:14-16 what had Jesus given them (v14), with what effect (v14), and why (v14, 16)? What did Jesus not ask for (v15) and what did He ask for (v15)? Apply. 
	Jesus had given them the Father’s word, and receiving it, the world had come to hate them as they hated Jesus. Even so, Jesus did not request that His followers be taken out of the world, but that they might be kept (from Gr, “tereo”, to protect or guard) from the evil one. The obvious reason that we must not be taken out of the world is because the only way we can impact the world for Jesus is to be here. That, however, is dangerous because the evil one is out to destroy us and the world is constantly trying to conform us to it. Christ-followers must engage, rather than withdraw, but must have the protection of God to remain true to Him. 


	7. Read 17:17-19. What does Jesus desire for us (v17) and why (v18)? How does this happen (v17, 19) and what has Jesus done to facilitate this (v19)? Explain the connection.
	Jesus desires/prays for His followers that we are sanctified in the truth, referring to God’s Word as truth. Just as the Word is what transforms us into true Christians (literally, “little Christs”) based on 17:14, so His Word sets us apart (the meaning of “sanctify”) for God and His purposes. He does this sanctification so that when we are sent into the world we are like Him and change-agents for Him. We can’t be “of the world” to change the world. This difference, though, must come internally as we ingest the Word of God, so that we are actually different, rather than just externally different. God is not looking for mere behavior modification, but a true heart change. This is possible because Jesus sanctified Himself for the Father’s purposes, that of giving up His life so that we might live His life working through us. If He had not died for our sins and been resurrected for our justification before God, then His truth could not have taken root in us. But since we are new in Him, with a new, alive spiritual nature, His truth can take over and we can impact the world for Him. 

	III. Jesus’ Prayer for Us (17:20-26)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ prayer for disciples of all generations is that we would be one by bearing His glory rather than our own. 

	8. Using 17:20-21 who else did Jesus pray for (v20) and what was His request (v21). On what desire was this based (v20) and what result did He envision (v20)?
	Jesus also prayed for those who would believe in Jesus through the word of His original disciples, which includes us. It is ultimately because of the apostles’ testimony that we have all believed because of their writing of the New Testament and the testimony passed down from generation to generation of believers. His request was that they would all be one, just as Jesus and the Father are one. This will happen as we (every believer) are all in the Father and Son, implying that we must make the choice to dwell in or abide in this relationship. When we do – have true fellowship with the Father and the Son – we will then have true unity and fellowship with one another (see Phil 2:1-4; 1 Jn 1:3). This unity would lead to the world believing that God had sent His Son into the world. 

	9.  In 17:22-23 what else had Jesus given the disciples (v22) and to what should this lead (v22)? If His disciples are in unity what will be the outcome (v23)? 
	Jesus had given His disciples the glory that the Father had given to Him. This is an amazing thought, that we have become glorious just like Jesus. The reason, though, is because we have received the word of God which shows us His character and conveys it to us through the Holy Spirit. This mutual glory should lead us to become one since we are all about His glory, not our own. If the disciples are in unity like the Father and the Son, then the world will know that the Father sent the Son to earth – the evidence for His reality will be irrefutable; the world will also know that the Father loves them/us as He did His Son, because of the loving ways that He will treat them. 

	10. From 17:24-26 what did Jesus want His disciples to see (v24)? Describe the special relationship Jesus had with His Father (v24, 25) and how this impacted His disciples (v25, 26). 
	Jesus wanted His disciples to be with Him in heaven so they could see the glory that He had before His advent to earth – the glory He had even before the heavens and earth were created. Jesus had been loved by the Father, and He had known the Father intimately. Thus, Jesus had made the Father’s name known to the disciples so that the love with which the Father had loved Jesus would be in the disciples, along with Jesus Himself. 

	11. Summarize, from John 17, what Jesus’ basic prayer was for Himself (v1-5), for His disciples then (v6-19), and for His disciples of all eras (v20-26). Based on His prayer, what should our goals be?
	Jesus’ basic prayer for Himself was that the Father would restore to Him the glory He had shared with the Father before the foundation of the earth. His work was complete and this would be His reward. He prayed for His present disciples that the Father would keep them in His holy name that they would be one, that they would have Jesus’ joy in them made full, that they would be protected from the evil one, and that they would be sanctified by the truth of God’s word. He prayed for all subsequent disciples that we would be one by living in the glory of Jesus and the Father, rather than in their own glory. Based on this our goal should be to be in God’s Word so deeply that He, through this knowledge, becomes our life. It is through the Word that we know the name of God, know the love of God for us, and know the truth of God. With a common name, love and truth we will be one, so our goal should be to make disciples who know Him well, as we already do. 


