Study Questions for Matt 27, Lu 23, Jn 19 – The Day of Infamy

The Big Idea: Jesus’ sacrifice for the sins of the world turned the crucifixion into the greatest day in history. 
	I. Contrast of the Cross (Matt 27:35-44; Lu 23:33-34; Jn 19:17-24)
	Key Idea: The amazing love of Jesus stands in stark contrast to His mistreatment by those for whom He died. 

	1. Read John 19:17-22. Contrast where was Jesus crucified (v17) and who was with Him (v18) with the charge posted against Him (v19). What did the Jews demand and how did Pilate respond (v20-22)?
	Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, who came to bring life to them, was crucified at Golgotha, the “place of the skull” or death. In addition this One who was destined to rule the earth (and will one day) was executed between two common criminals. As it says in Phil 2:5-8 He took upon Him the form of a servant, or slave, and became obedient to death. The placard of accusation which read “Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews” was offensive to the Jewish leaders, so they asked Pilate to change it to “He said I am King of the Jews”. He refused, though, probably tired of their tactics, and instead made sure that everyone knew the claim against Jesus, writing it in three languages – Jewish Aramaic, Latin, and Greek, the three common languages of the day. 

	2. Using Luke 23:33-34 what did Jesus say first on the cross (v34)? What did He really mean (see Acts 13:27-28; 1 Cor 2:8) and what does this prayer reveal about Him?
	The first of Jesus’ seven sayings on the cross was “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” Based on Acts 13:27 the authorities didn’t know who He really was and disregarded the Scriptures about Him, confirming what 1 Cor 2:8 that says the rulers didn’t understand God’s wisdom, or they wouldn’t have crucified the Lord of glory. Jesus was asking God to forgive their ignorance because He cared about them, although He wasn’t condoning the murderous act that they were committing. They thought they were doing God a service, when in fact they were completely going against His plan and missing His greatest blessing. This prayer shows the great love that Jesus has for His people in spite of the evil and mean things we do against Him. 

	3. Based on Matt 27:35-44 what were the four initial reactions to Jesus on the cross (v35-36, 38 & 44, 39-40, 41-43) and what do they indicate? Why was the soldiers’ reaction significant (see Jn 19:23-24)? 
	The first reaction mentioned was that of the soldiers, who were simply sitting at the foot of the cross gambling for Jesus’ garments. This was just another “day at the office” for them and illustrates the way most people treat the death of Jesus today. It was irrelevant and insignificant to them. However, they unwittingly fulfilled the prophecy of Ps 22:18 which says that they divided His garments and for His clothing cast lots. Traditionally the four soldiers composing the unit would divide the four garments – the sandals, head covering, belt and outer garment, leaving the tunic worn next to the skin. They would cast lots for this. So, the prophecy of Ps 22:18 was exactly fulfilled. There was also the reaction of the criminals – they were abusing Him verbally, telling Him that if He really was who He claimed that He should use that power to save both Himself as well as them (Lu 23:39). Later the second criminal came to believe in Him, though. They represent those who are angry with everyone because they don’t use the power they have to help them. The world revolves around them. The third group was the passers-by who blasphemed (cursed, slandered) Jesus. The force of this is that they hurled abuse on Him, shouting at Him as they saw Him on the cross. People seem to enjoy sneering at convicted criminals, without concern for justice; they simply feel better about themselves when they put someone else down. The fourth reaction was that of the Jewish leaders. They mocked Jesus by saying that although He saved others (a surprising admission) He could not save Himself. They told Him to come down off the cross if He was really who He claimed to be and they would believe Him. This was obviously false since He had already done enough to show that His claims were true. Finally, they quoted Ps 22:8 which said that if He trusted in God then He would deliver Him because of His pleasure in Him – since He had claimed to be the Son of God. In quoting this they were fulfilling Scripture that showed that they were the enemies of God, not Him, since Ps 22 is about the mistreatment of the Messiah by God’s enemies (although they probably didn’t realize this). 

	II. Concerns at the Cross (Mt 27:45-46; Lu 23:39-43; Jn 19:25-27)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ concern at the cross was for relationships – the criminal with Him, His mother with John, and His with His Father. 

	4. According to Luke 23:39-43 what did the 2nd criminal (v40-41) say to the 1st (v39) and what do you think changed him? What did he ask Jesus (v42) and what was Jesus’ response (v43)? What did this mean?
	The criminals were at first abusing Jesus as well, asking Him to save them as well as Himself if He was who He claimed. However, as the second criminal observed Jesus he realized that He was innocent and challenged the first criminal’s words. He asked him if he didn’t fear God since he was under the same sentence of condemnation as Jesus. This is instructive about the way people are – they forget that they are as guilty as the one they are condemning, and often over the very same things. The second criminal pointed out, though, that they were justly condemned, but that Jesus was innocent, having done nothing wrong. He then asked Jesus to remember him when He came in His kingdom, meaning that he recognized Him as the Messiah. How he knew that Jesus was innocent – other than His prayer for forgiveness for those who had condemned Him – and how he knew that Jesus was the Messiah who had come is not mentioned in these verses. That he did believe, though, is confirmed by Jesus’ promise: “Today you will be with me in Paradise”, which was the Old Testament parallel to heaven for the Christian. This verse also provides evidence that belief alone is necessary for salvation since this thief could do no good work, including baptism, to validate his salvation. He believed and, like Abraham, God reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

	5. In John 19:25-27 who else was at the crucifixion (v25, 26)? What did Jesus tell each of them (v26, 27) and what does this show? What was the response? 
	Besides the soldiers Mary, the mother of Jesus, Mary, Jesus’ aunt, the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene were at the cross. Salome, the mother of James and John was also there according to Mark 15:40. These women were loyal supporters of Jesus and in contrast to the most of the disciples they didn’t abandon Jesus. When Jesus saw His beloved disciple – probably John the apostle, Salome’s son – standing there along with His mother He directed them to form a bond. He told Mary to behold John as her son and told John to behold her as his mother. In other words He wanted John to take care of her after His death and wanted her to let John take this role. Jesus thus honored His Father and His mother in His death, as He had in His life. John immediately obeyed, taking Mary into his home from that day forward. 

	6. Read Matt 27:45-46. What physical event occurred (v45) and what did this symbolize? What did Jesus cry out loudly (v46)? What did He mean and how did the darkness relate to this?
	Around noon, Roman time, darkness descended on Jerusalem for three hours. This couldn’t have been an eclipse because the timing for Passover was based on a full moon, so it was a supernatural darkness (similar to the last plague before the original Passover in Egypt). This darkness symbolized the most extreme act of depravity that has ever been perpetrated - the murder of the innocent Son of God. In addition when God turned His face from His Son as He became sin for us, there was no light – everything had become dark for a brief moment. For this reason Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli (two Hebrew words for God), lama sabachthani (Aramaic words), meaning “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” This was a fulfillment of Ps 22:1, as much of the crucifixion carried out. The original language was recorded to explain why He was misunderstood; some thought He was calling for Elijah to save Him. Jesus’ words, though, simply captured reality – His Father had indeed turned His face from Him because He had become sin for us - so that we could become the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21). 

	III. Culmination of the Cross              (Mt 27:47-56; Jn 19:30-37)
	Key Idea: Because of Jesus’ sacrifice the plan of redemption is complete and reconciliation with God is available to all who believe.

	7. Using Matt 27:47-49 how was Jesus misunderstood (v47) and to what did this lead (v49)? What was offered to Him (v48) and why (see John 19:28-29)? Why did He accept it now when He had earlier refused it in Matt 27:34?
	When the onlookers heard Jesus calling out “Eli, Eli…” they thought He was calling for Elijah, rather than God, probably because of the prophecy of Mal 4:5 which said that Elijah was coming before the Day of the Lord. They were essentially mocking Him rather than just misunderstanding Him, mocking His claim to be the Messiah and the One before whom Elijah would prepare the way. Thinking that He was in extreme need of something to drink – He said in John 19:28-29, “I thirst” – they offered Him a drink of sour wine, standard fare for soldiers, on a sponge, put it to His mouth and He drank of it. The first time He had been offered a drink to assuage His pain He had refused since it was mixed with gall, a mild anesthetic. This time, knowing He was about to die and that He had accomplished His sacrifice for our sins, He took the drink. He had fully experienced the suffering for sin that was required except for death – and that was near – so He drank.

	8. Based on John 19:30 what was Jesus’ next statement and what do you think He fully meant? What were His last words (Luke 23:46) and their importance (Jn 10:17-18)?
	When Jesus had received the sour wine He said, “It is finished”, and then, “Father, into your hands I commend my Spirit”. He then bowed His head and “gave up His Spirit”. That which was finished was the “hour” that He would experience, but more than that was the plan of redemption that had been conceived in eternity past, the plan that would save both Jews and Gentiles from their sin and reconcile them to God. The fact that Jesus “gave up His Spirit” is also very significant because He had prophesied that He would voluntarily lay down His life rather than having someone take it from Him. From start to finish Jesus was only under the authority of His Father and willingly submitted to His authority. He was never forced by sinners to carry out their will; He was never a “victim”. Rather, He chose the Father’s plan and waited for Him to raise Him and exalt Him. He is God and as such He is and always has been over mankind. 

	9.  From Matt 27:51-56 what four events occurred upon Jesus’ death (v51, 52-53) and what did each signify? Who experienced this (v54, 55-56) and what was the result (v54)?
	First, the veil of the temple, separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies was torn from top to bottom, signifying that the way into the presence of God was now made available to His people without having to go through a human priest. The direction of the tear – downward – means that God initiated this action, not man or some “natural” event. Also, the earth shook and the rocks were split, indicating the mighty power that was demonstrated at the cross as Jesus overcame the power of sin; finally, the tombs were opened, showing that the author of life had become victorious over death. This was a foretaste of Jesus’ resurrection, although He would remain alive, while these who were raised would die again. When the Roman centurion at the cross, and those with him, saw all of these things they became frightened, apparently in the sense of awe. It led them to declare that “Truly this was the Son of God!” The women who were at the cross also experienced these events, too. 

	10. In John 19:31-37 what unexpected thing happened (v31-34) and what effect did this have (v35)? Why was this important (v36, 37)?
	Because it was the day of preparation for the Passover Sabbath the Jews asked Pilate to take down the bodies that were on the cross – this was considered sacrilege because anyone hanging on a cross was considered cursed by God (Deut 21:23). Typically it took much longer than this for those crucified to die; their death usually came from suffocation as the lungs filled up with their bodily fluids. However, when they came to Jesus He was already dead, meaning that they didn’t have to break His legs to hasten the process (those crucified had to push up with their legs to get a breath). This fulfilled the prophecy of Ps 34:20 and the picture of Jesus as our Passover Lamb, since the Jewish Passover lamb was not to have its bones broken (Ex 12:46). To confirm that He was dead the Roman soldier thrust his spear into Jesus’ side, into the cavity around the heart and blood and water (serum) came out. This showed that the blood had coagulated and that fluid had filled up the pericardium. This also fulfilled the prophecy of Zech 12:10 that declared that the Jews would look upon Him whom they pierced. The effect on John who was observing these things was that he was able to give an eyewitness account of the fact that Jesus was indeed dead, refuting one of the major objections to the resurrection - Jesus didn’t really die but just became unconscious and in the coolness of the tomb revived. This, of course, is ludicrous because the Romans made sure of this and John, as an eyewitness, confirmed it. 

	11. List the seven sayings of Jesus on the cross and explain how each of these applies to us. How did these turn a “day of infamy” into the greatest day in history? 
	The first saying, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” applies to us in that if Jesus could forgive them for their ignorance when they committed the greatest crime in history, we certainly can forgive those who trespass against us. The second, “This day you will be with me in paradise” means for us that good works don’t get us into heaven, but our faith in Jesus is reckoned to us as righteousness. Those who believe will do good works when given the opportunity, but the good works don’t save us. The third saying, “Woman, behold your son” and “Son, behold your mother” teaches us that we are to honor our parents by making sure they are cared for, even if we are not able to be there. It also shows that we must be concerned for others even while we are in moments of distress, because it is not all about us. The fourth saying, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” tells us that we must be willing to sacrifice anything and everything to reconcile people to God. Jesus gave up His fellowship with His Father for the first time ever (and the last) so that we could have fellowship with Him. What an amazing sacrifice! The fifth saying, “I thirst”, applies to us in that in shows that Jesus was truly human and went through human sufferings – even physical – for our sake. People will do anything when they get hungry or thirsty enough, but Jesus endured to the end for us. Sixth, Jesus said “It is finished”, setting the example for us of finishing the work God calls us to do, and also revealing that even something as big as the plan of redemption does have a completion point. We are to be finishers, not just starters or people muddling through the middle of everything. We can gain victory over things; we don’t have to always remain victims of our problems or sins. Christ finished so that we might finish. Finally, Jesus said “Into your hands I commend my Spirit”, revealing that He voluntarily gave His life for us. This instructs us to do things for God and others not because we are forced but because we want to do so from the heart. These things turned the “day of infamy” from a temporary viewpoint into the greatest day in history because through the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus salvation from our sins and reconciliation to God was made possible.  


