Matt 27, Lu 23, Jn 18-19 - Daily Study Questions – One For the World
The Big Idea: Jesus stood all by Himself against the enemy so that He could save the world. 
	I. Innocence of Jesus                     (John 18:28-38a; Luke 23:4-12)
	Key Idea: In spite of Pilate and Herod’s attempts to condemn Jesus they could find no guilt in Him. 

	1. Read John 18:28-32. Where was Jesus taken next (v28) and why (v31)? Describe Pilate’s approach (v29, 31) and the Jews’ hypocrisy (v30, 31). Why was Pilate’s (Rome’s) involvement necessary (v32)?  
	After the trials before Annas and Caiaphas Jesus was taken to Pilate in the Praetorium. This was the headquarters of the Roman military governor, who was Pilate. He was there instead of his normal headquarters in Caesarea in order to squelch any riots that might occur during Passover time. Jesus was taken there by the Jews so that He could be given the death sentence – not to actually be tried concerning guilt or innocence. Pilate’s approach throughout this entire episode was to attempt to stay uninvolved and indifferent, so when he asked what accusation they had against Jesus, in reply he simply told them to try Him according to their law – and leave him out of it. Their answer to his question of accusation was hypocritical, because they said that if He were not an evildoer they would not have brought Jesus to Pilate. Of course they had no evil as evidence, so they had to give an open-ended answer that implied something was bad about Him when there really wasn’t. They were also hypocritical in that they didn’t want to enter the Praetorium and be ceremonially defiled for Passover, although they were seeking the execution of an innocent man. Rome’s involvement was necessary because their manner of execution was crucifixion which would fulfill the words of Jesus that He would be lifted up in death (3:14, 8:28, 12:32-33); the Jewish method of execution for blasphemy was stoning. 

	2. Using John 18:33-38a. What were Pilate’s questions (v33, 35, 37, 38a) and what were Jesus’ answers (v34, 36, 37)? What was Pilate’s mindset and goal, and what was Jesus trying to get across? 
	Pilate’s first question for Jesus was “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus wanted to know if this was his own question or if he actually had witnesses who had testified against Him. Pilate didn’t really answer the question, simply implying that since he wasn’t a Jew who knew about these things he must have had witnesses. After evading this he simply asked Him, “What have you done?” Jesus explained that He had done nothing that should concern the Romans because His kingdom was not of this world. If it were, then His servants would have been fighting to keep Him from being delivered to the Jews. This led Pilate to conclude, “Then You are a king?” Jesus affirmed his comment by saying that He indeed was a king, and that He had been born for this very purpose to come into the world and bear witness to this truth. He then boldly said that everyone who is of the truth hears His voice. This caused Pilate to respond cynically, “What is truth?” This entire interaction shows that Pilate was trying to corner Jesus if possible, but if not, then to avoid responsibility. Conversely, Jesus kept testifying to the truth and trying to draw Pilate into belief. 

	3. Based on Luke 23:4-12 what was Pilate’s initial verdict (v4) and the Jews’ response (v5)? How did Pilate try to avoid the issue next (v6-7) and what were the results of this (v8-9, 10, 11, 12)? 
	Pilate’s initial verdict was “not guilty”, but the Jews kept insisting that Jesus’ crime was that of stirring people up by His teaching all over Judea, starting in Galilee. When Pilate heard that Jesus had taught first in Galilee, he asked if He was Galilean. Confirming that He was, he sent Him to Herod, who had jurisdiction over Galilee and happened to be in Jerusalem at that time. Pilate was probably hoping to avoid having to condemn Him. Herod was glad when he saw Jesus because he had wanted to see Him perform a sign. When he questioned Jesus at length He gave him no answer although the chief priests and scribes were there vehemently accusing Him. The outcome was no verdict again, but they resorted to treating Jesus with contempt, mocking Him, dressing Him in a gorgeous robe, and sending Him back to Pilate. The final result was that Pilate and Herod, who had been enemies, became friends that day. 

	II. Intention to Murder                       (Matt 27:18-20; John 18:38-19:12)
	Key Idea: The facts about Jesus didn’t matter to the Jewish leaders because they were determined to murder Him. 

	4. From John 18:38-40 what did Pilate again tell the Jews (v38)? How did he try to avoid the issue this time (v39) and what was the reaction (v40)? Using Matt 27:18-20 what did Pilate know?
	Pilate told the Jews a second time that he found no guilt in Jesus and then tried to avoid the issue by offering to release “the King of the Jews” according to their custom of freeing one prisoner during Passover. They, however, refused, asking instead that Barabbas, a known robber and insurrectionist, be released. Pilate offered to release Jesus because he knew that Jesus had been delivered to him because of their envy. His wife had also had tormenting dream the night before that told her to have nothing with Jesus, that “righteous Man”. 

	5. In John 19:1-6 how was Jesus treated next (v1, 2, 3) and what was he hoping (v4)? What did he say (v5) and how did they react (v6)? What did he then say (6)?
	Just as with Annas, Caiaphas and Herod, Pilate had Jesus tortured, scourging Him – probably with a “cat of nine tails”, a whip with pieces of rock and metal in the ends of it. They wove a crown of thorns (often as long as twelve inches) and pushed it down on His head, arrayed Him in a purple robe so he could be mocked by various ones saying “Hail, King of the Jews”. They then gave Him blows to the face. Pilate apparently hoped that this punishment would satisfy them, so he brought Him back out to them saying a third time that he could find no guilt in Him. As he brought Jesus out he said “Behold the Man”, underscoring that Jesus in His beaten and bloody state couldn’t possibly be a threat to them. He was not a king to Pilate; He was just a man. They didn’t take the bait, though; they cried out, “Crucify, crucify!” Pilate responded for them to take Him out and crucify Him themselves because, as he said for the fourth time, he could find no guilt in Him. 

	6. According to John 19:7-12 why did the Jews push Pilate (v7) and how did he react (v8, 9-10)? What did Jesus declare (v11) and what did this mean? How can we apply this? What was the result of this encounter (v12)? 
	The Jews would not be rebuffed because their law said that anyone who presented themselves as God (the logical conclusion of Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God) ought to die. This caused Pilate to be even more afraid of his involvement, so entered in the Praetorium again and asked Jesus where He was from. When Jesus didn’t answer Pilate admonished Him, asking if He knew that he had the authority to release Him. Jesus told him that he had no authority over Him at all unless it had been given to him from above. He then told Pilate that the one who had delivered Him up to Pilate had the greater sin. In other words Pilate was just a pawn in the game; the ones really responsible for Jesus even being there (the Jews) bore the greater guilt. This shows us that even though our evil will be judged, the one who leads us to evil will experience even greater punishment. This is a sobering thought for parents, or anyone who is responsible for another. The way we affect those under our authority really does matter to God. When Pilate heard this he tried once again to release Jesus, but the Jews, true to form, told him that if he released Him that he was no friend of Caesar’s. Their reasoning was that anyone who presents himself as a king is Caesar’s enemy. 

	III. Impossibility of Neutrality          (Matt 27:22-26; Lu 23:26-31;            John 19:13-16)
	Key Idea: Everyone takes a stand for or against Jesus; there is no middle ground. 

	7. Read John 19:13-16. Where did Pilate take Jesus next (v13) and when (v14)? What did he say to the Jews (v14, 15) and how did they react (v15)? How did they incriminate themselves (v15) and what happened next (v16)? 
	Finally, Jesus was brought out by Pilate to the seat of judgment known as Gabbatha. This was on the day of preparation for the Passover around the sixth hour, which, according to Roman reckoning, would be 6am. He told the Jews, “Behold your King!”, but they shouted “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate mockingly asked, “Shall I crucify your King?” to which they replied, “We have no king but Caesar.” This statement was as incriminating to them as their charge of blasphemy concerning Jesus. They admitted outright that Caesar, not God, was their King; this was pure and unadulterated idolatry. With this admission of guilt they delivered Jesus to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.

	8. Based on Matt 27:22-26 who was responsible for Jesus’ crucifixion (v22-23, 25, 26) and upon what grounds (v23)? What actions did Pilate take (v24, 26) and what did he think he was accomplishing? Is neutrality possible?
	The Jews were responsible for Jesus’ crucifixion as they kept calling for it over all findings of innocence by the Romans. However, when Jesus symbolically washed his hands of Jesus’ blood, released Barabbas, and turned Him over to be crucified, he, too, became responsible for the crucifixion. He had the authority of Rome behind him to stop this travesty of justice, but did nothing. As the saying goes, “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.” (Edmund Burke) Pilate thought that he had remained neutral and thus absolved himself of guilt, but that is a myth. To not decide for something is to decide against it. We are all either for or against every presentation of truth; and what we do or not do shows the intent of our heart. 

	9.  Using Luke 23:26-31 who was involved in Jesus’ walk to His death (v26, 27)? How did Jesus admonish those who mourned (v28, 29-30)? Explain 23:31. How can we apply this? 
	As Jesus walked up the hill to His death Simon the Cyrene was pressed into service to carry His cross beam, probably made necessary by the numerous beatings that Jesus had experienced. In addition the women of Jerusalem were following Him to “mourn” His death. This was a custom that really implied nothing about their concern for Him. For this reason Jesus told them to stop weeping for Him, but to weep for themselves and their children. The days were coming when those who were barren and had no children would be considered blessed because of how terrible conditions would be. In that day people would wish for the mountains and hills to fall on them. He went on to say that if something as unjust and sinful as His crucifixion could happen in normal times (the green tree), what will happen when things get bad (in the dry)? This again shows that Jesus would not accept pity or false piety; He would go to the cross with full knowledge of what He was doing and who was really responsible. The application for this is so true today; if evil is rampant in our society when things are relatively easy, it will get only worse when the pressure increases. The time to act against evil is now, not at some point in the future; the tide must be stopped as soon as possible. 

	10. Summarize the role of Pilate, Herod, the Jewish leaders, the multitudes and the mourners in the Jesus’ crucifixion. How do the responses of Jesus contrast with this and demonstrate His innocence? How could such an injustice as this happen? 
	Pilate and Herod both were responsible for the death of Jesus because even though they could find no guilt in Him, they did nothing to stop it. Of all people they had the authority to prevent it. The Jewish leaders were most guilty of the death of Jesus because they continued to push for it without regard for their law or for their allegiance to God. The multitudes were responsible because their mob behavior pushed Pilate into condemning this innocent man; even though they were influenced by each other they were each guilty of hastening Jesus’ crucifixion. Finally the mourners were simply those who missed the entire point; going through the motions, not realizing who was really being murdered. Their actions accomplished nothing, and represent those who do good things, but don’t deal with the real issue. They were simply making themselves feel better but were helping no one else. On the other hand Jesus remained determined to present the truth in hopes that anyone who would listen would eventually turn to His Father and acknowledge His lordship. He never tried to evade His death, but also never capitulated to attempts to coerce a false confession. He did what He had to do to save the world. His approach showed clearly that He was innocent. Sadly, such an injustice could happen because human beings look out for themselves against all others; if we had been there we would have crucified Him, too. 


