Study Questions for Matt 26-27, Mk 14, Lu 22, Jn 18 – Running the Gauntlet
The Big Idea: As Jesus has shown us, doing the Father’s will may not be easy, but great                                        blessings will come if we endure the difficulties for Him. 

	I. Bowing to the Father                      (Matt 26:30-46)
	Key Idea: When we face a difficult situation we must take it to God in honest prayer with others’ support and accept His answer. 

	1. Read Matt 26:30-35. What 2 things did Jesus prophesy (v31, 32)? What was Peter’s response (v33) and how did Jesus answer (v34)? How did they all react to this (v35)? 
	Jesus prophesied that the disciples would all fall away because of Him that very night – based on the prophecy from Zech 13:7 which declared that God would strike His Shepherd so that the sheep would be scattered. This would, in turn, lead to their purification from sin. Jesus also prophesied that He would be raised and go before them into Galilee, but they continued to disregard the promise of His resurrection. Peter’s response was that even if all would fall away, he would not fall away; he would even die if necessary. Jesus told him that before the next morning when the cock crowed Peter would deny Him three times. All the disciples said the same thing as well. 

	2. Using Matt 26:36-39 how did Jesus approach His “hour” (v39) and what method did He use (v36, 37, 38)? What was His emotional state (v37, 38) and what did He pray (v39)? How can we apply this? 
	Jesus approached His hour by turning to His Father in prayer. When we face difficulties we must go to Him in prayer rather than just trying to bravely face the situation or running from it, either literally or by means of denial. While Jesus’ earlier prayer was primarily for His disciples present and future, this prayer was more of a final clarification of the Father’s will for Him. He didn’t want to go to the cross from a human standpoint (“nevertheless not my will…”), but from a perfect obedience standpoint He was ready to submit to the Father’s will. The method that Jesus used was first to share this moment with His disciples. They were His friends and fellow-warriors and He didn’t try to face this alone – He needed them there. He also allowed Himself to feel His emotions of deep grief and distress. Grief relates to being cut off from one we love, and it seems plausible that Jesus was thinking about not only leaving His disciples, but even more so that He would be forsaken by His Father for a period of time as He took on the sins of the world. He felt distress also, the strongest of three Greek words that connotes heaviness of heart – literally it means to be “sated to the point of loathing” – He was so full of grief and sadness that He was completely overwhelmed. He had no fear of the cross but He was very sad about the broken relationship with Father and the load of sin that He was about to bear. He communicated this to His disciples and asked that they help Him bear this emotional burden by being there with Him. We, too, must include others in our circle when we are going through difficult issues based on His example. Jesus prayed that His Father would let the cup [of His wrath upon sin] pass from Him if it were possible, but if it were necessary to accomplish the plan of redemption then He was willing to submit His will to the Father’s. It is good to voice our concerns to the Father, but we must do so in a manner that is submissive to His will if the answer is “No”.  

	3. In Matt 26:40-46 what did Jesus discover 3 times (v40, 43, 45) and what did He say about it (v40-41, 45)? What does this teach us? Why do you think Jesus prayed 3 times? What happened next (v46)?
	Each of the three times after Jesus prayed to the Father He discovered that His disciples had fallen asleep. He asked them the first time (and probably the second) how they could not stay awake and watch for at least one hour while He prayed. He then told them that they needed to keep watching and praying that they might not enter into temptation because the spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak. The key to overcoming temptation is to be in constant dependence on the Father through the accountability of the Word (watching) and prayer. The third time after He prayed and found them sleeping, Jesus asked if they were still sleeping and taking their rest (according to Luke 22:46 He essentially said the same thing as the first time) and then informed them that the time had come for the betrayal of the Son of Man into the hands of sinners. He then commanded them to arise so they could go since His betrayer was at hand. Jesus prayed three times because humanly He kept hoping that there was another way and persistent prayer is part of the model He taught His disciples (see Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8). When the Father said “No”, though, Jesus willingly accepted His answer. 

	II. Betrayal and Denial by the Disciples (Mt 26:47-74;                                   Lu 22:54-62; Jn 18:8-14)
	Key Idea: Betrayal by those you have helped and abandonment by your friends hurts deeply.

	4. From Matt 26:47-56 how was Jesus betrayed (v47-49) and how did Jesus (v50, 52-56) and others (v51, 56) respond? From 26:52-56 what was Jesus’ mindset?  
	Jesus was betrayed with a kiss and an address of respect, “Rabbi”, from Judas. This was an ironic twist to the plot of the Jewish leaders since Judas was accompanied by a great multitude with swords and clubs from the chief priests and elders. Judas thus used this method, symbols of friendship and respect in that day to indicate that Jesus was the one to be arrested, thus betraying Him. Jesus responded by telling Jesus to do what he had come out to do, so they arrested Jesus. When Peter (John 18:10) drew his sword and cut off the ear of the High Priest’s slave who was in the crowd, Jesus told him to put up his sword, saying that those who live by the sword will also die by the sword. Furthermore, He told Peter that He could call on the Father and He would put twelve legions of angels at His disposal to overthrow His enemies, but that would prevent that the Scriptures concerning His death and resurrection from being fulfilled. He then asked the multitudes why they had chosen to arrest Him in this way when He had been available daily in the temple as He taught all of them. Again, He pointed out that they had to act this way so that prophecies made about the manner of His death could be fulfilled. At this point the disciples all left Him and fled, just as He had prophesied. Jesus’ mindset through all of this was that He and the Father were in complete control and that going to the cross was His choice, the means by which He would fulfill prophecy and be completely obedient to the Father. 

	5. Based on John 18:8-14 what was Jesus’ real concern at His betrayal and why (v8-9)? Who cut off the ear (v10) and why did Jesus respond as He did (v11). Who tried Jesus first (v13-14)? 
	Jesus’ real concern at His betrayal was not Himself, but His disciples; He told those arresting Him to let the disciples go their way since they had come for Him. He did this to continue to carry out the Father’s plan to lose none of those whom He had given to Him (John 17:12). When Peter cut off the ear of the slave (Malchus) He told him to put his sword back because He was willing to drink the cup the Father had given Him. He would live, not by the sword, but by the will of the Father who would restore Him to life after the cross. Jesus first mock trial was then held before Annas who was the former high priest. While he was the father-in-law of the current high priest, Caiaphas, he was consulted first because he probably held the ultimate power over the proceedings. He “signed off” on this sham and then sent Jesus to Caiaphas, who had advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man die for the nation. This was an unwitting foreshadowing of the salvation that Jesus would accomplish for the Jews. 

	6. Read Luke 22:54-62. Explain Peter’s denials (v54-57, 58, 59-60, also Mt 26:72, 74) and why you think he acted that way. What occurred on the third denial (v61) and what resulted (v62)?
	Peter followed the trials from a distance, warming himself in the courtyard as Jesus was tried before Annas. As he sat there a slave girl declared that Peter had been with Jesus, but Peter denied it, saying that he didn’t know what she was talking about. A little later another said that Peter was one of His followers, but he flatly said, “Man, I am not”. About an hour after this another man began to insist that Peter was with Jesus for he was a Galilean, too. Peter told him, “Man I do not know what you are talking about”. In Matt 26:74 and Mark 14:71 we are told that Peter actually began to curse and swear the third time to emphasize that he didn’t know Him. Peter did this out of fear, not because he didn’t love Jesus. As we know from Jesus’ earlier prophecies he was a believer who would repent of this sin, but in the heat of the moment we can all allow our flesh to dominate, listening to the threat of danger and running from the right thing. If Peter had been in the Spirit he would have taken a stand for Jesus, but since he was in the flesh this occurred. After the third denial the consequences of his sin fell heavily on him – Jesus turned and looked at him and he realized he had indeed deserted his Lord. So, he went out and wept bitterly over the guilt he had incurred and felt. 

	III. Bludgeoning by the Religious Leaders (Matt 26:57-27:10;                   Lu 22:63-65; Jn 18:19-24)
	Key Idea: Even when we are assaulted unjustly we must endure in order to accomplish the Father’s will. 

	7.  Using John 18:19-24 what was Annas’ line of questioning (v19)? How did Jesus answer (v20-22), what was the reaction (v22), and how did Jesus respond (v23)? To what did this lead (v24)? 
	Annas questioned Jesus about His teaching and He told him that He had openly taught in the synagogues, so He had nothing to hide. He then asked Annas why He questioned Him – to secure better evidence he needed to ask those who heard Him teach. This was taken as disrespect by the temple officer standing there so he hit Jesus and asked Him if that was any way to answer the high priest. Jesus said if He has spoken wrongly He wanted to know how, but if not then He shouldn’t have been hit. Annas realized he would accomplish nothing so he sent Jesus bound to Caiaphas, the official high priest then. 

	8. In Matt 26:57-66 what was the goal of Jesus’ next trial before Caiaphas (v57-59)? What happened (v60-62) and what was Jesus’ response (63, 64)? What was the verdict (v65-66)? 
	The goal of the next trial of Jesus was to find evidence of blasphemy so they could justify a reason to ask Pilate to execute Him. Sadly for them all they could find was false testimony since He never did this. Many false witnesses came forward but there were not two who could agree, a requirement of Jewish law to convict someone. At last, though, they found two who had heard Him say “I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days”. Jesus didn’t answer this because it was true and because it really wasn’t incriminating. He didn’t say He would destroy the temple, but that if the temple was destroyed He would raise it up again in three days (John 2:19) but He was referring to the temple which was His body. When Jesus kept silent even though the high priest tried to goad Him into a reaction, he then adjured Him by the living God – this was an oath – to say whether or not He was the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus answered that Caiaphas had said this, not Him, but went on to apply a messianic prophecy to Himself. Quoting Dan 7:13 He told him that from now on he would see the Son of Man (His favorite title for Himself) sitting at the right hand of power coming on the clouds of heaven. This was widely held to be a reference to the Messiah, so when Jesus apparently applied this to Himself Caiaphas considered this blasphemy, so indicated by the fact that he tore his robes. He then said that they had no need of witnesses, having obtained a confession, so he asked what they thought. The council gathered around said He was worthy of death. 

	9.  Looking at Luke 22:63-65 how was Jesus treated after Annas’ trial, and after Caiaphas’ trial in Matt 26:67-68? What does this reveal about human nature?
	After the trial before Annas recorded in Luke and John the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking Him and beating Him. They also blindfolded Him and asked Him to prophesy who hit Him and said many other things against Him, blaspheming. Of course Jesus could have told them who hit Him, but refused to use His divine power to accomplish anything for Himself at this point. After Caiaphas’ trial a little later those around spat in His face, beating Him with their fists, while others slapped Him. Again they dared Him to prophesy who had hit Him while blindfolded. This reveals a sad trait of human nature that we tend to abuse any power that goes unchecked. These men had the power to hurt Jesus physically and used it simply because it fed their pride. This picture is played out many times everyday where justice does not prevail. In this case Jesus had the power to stop it but refused to use it.

	10. From Matt 27:1-10 what did Judas do when they condemned Jesus (v1-4)? What resulted (v4, 5) and what did the Jewish leaders do with this (v6-8)? Why was this significant (v9-10)? 
	When Jesus was condemned by the Jews and sent off to Pilate for the official trial Judas realized the sin and injustice that he had committed. Remorseful he returned the thirty pieces of silver to the Jewish leaders saying that he had sinned and betrayed innocent blood. They were indifferent, knowing that if they took it back they would be admitting that he was right and that they had unjustly condemned Jesus. Since they didn’t accept the money Judas threw it down in the sanctuary, and went out and hanged himself. They took the money but would not put it in the temple treasury since they admitted it was the price of blood; they thus condemned themselves. They decided together that they would buy the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. It got nicknamed the “Field of Blood”. These events had been predicted in Zechariah 11:13, that the thirty pieces of silver would be thrown to the potter in the house of the Lord. It says in Matt 27:10 that Jeremiah said it, but this is not a mistake. The Hebrew Bible was divided into three sections, the Law, the Prophets and the Writings. The first book of the Prophets was Jeremiah, so all of the prophets were sometimes referred to collectively as “Jeremiah”. Thus, even in Judas’ remorse and the reaction by the Jewish leaders prophecy was fulfilled that showed that God was true and in charge. 

	11. Review the “gauntlet” that Jesus had to run through—His burden at Gethsemane, His betrayal and denial, and His bludgeoning by the religious leaders. What was the challenge of each and how did He respond? Apply. 
	Jesus had to first face His own emotional sadness and distress in Gethsemane as He resolved in prayer to go to the cross. We often turn back when our emotional pain becomes this great, but not Jesus. Rather, He turned to His Father in prayer and then submitted to His will. He then faced betrayal from Judas, and even though He knew that Judas was the Son of perdition who was carrying out prophecy, it was still difficult to face such hypocrisy from one who had been His close associate. Soon afterwards all the disciples fled and Peter denied Him three times. The very moment this occurred Jesus knew it, as He turned and looked at Peter when the rooster crowed the third time. He thus had been both betrayed and abandoned by those whom He had trusted for three and a half years. Finally, He allowed Himself to be physically, mentally, verbally, and emotionally bludgeoned by His enemies, even though He had done nothing wrong and could have called on His Father to overcome them all. Jesus faced each challenge with acceptance, knowing that it was necessary to walk through this process in submission to the Father’s will. He was the only One who could do it and it was necessary to accomplish redemption for the world. Similarly, we will have to endure a gauntlet of our own at times if we are to fulfill God’s plan for our lives and bless others. It will not be easy, but it will be worth it, because He is worth it. 


